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PfirBRIt OF fHE PEAK. 



CHAPTER I. 



A sbort-houghVl man, but full of pride. 

Allah IIaics aV. 



Tils blood of JuUaa Fev^ w«s fO much fmref4 
ed bj tbe state in wbicb his ipinisiblevi^t^ left 
binb^ that ho wtia UiMbWfi>^ a leHg^hvof time^ to 
find repcfao.; He '9wov^ .W himself^ thlit:hOi!«i!oul4 
^EbeoYitriatidAitpQso tk^ifto^tumiil^d^wQA wJlifth 
stole, ont' Ub:.hbiirs-.of ceft^i osdy to add gjsU.to 
biUffcMas^ md t0 pour pbiaoo ioAofth^ae ^Q«Hkdf 
iiebi^b:.abead7 ^Maitied ao wireroljir. . There wg$ 
npthwemhiob.bis jpqw^ e«lieiid«d Ik), that» in 
his; vagfif )» did not thceateii. Hct prop^^ed a 
doser aod a itoile yigpcouy surrey of .h(s o^U» so 
that he mi^. discoiNsr the mode by which bit 
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4 - PEVEEIL OF THE PEAK. 

tonnentor entered, were it as unnoticeable as an 
augre-hole. If his diligence should prove unavail- 
ing, he determined to inform the jailors, to whom it 
could not be indifferent to know, that their prison 
wa 



ms<i|)«ntq^fiuobiBtiru^ic^i^ .Heprc^)ose4^^Mni- 
self, to discover from thOT looks,' whether ttey 
were already privy to these, visits ; and if so, to 
denounce them to the magistrates, to the judges, 
to the House of Ccsfnirpiisy wiLS>the least that his 
resentment proposed. Sleep surprised his worn- 
out frame in the midst of his projects of disco- 
very and Vengeance, and, as frequently happens, 
the light of th^ «a«iimg dsfyftwihA€d9Cti:^]eio 
cWbei^^rfeficdilllaiiiS.- -^'^f f')'-''- ' ■ • • ''-• r^;t ^'<: :. , 

' lie flow 'refld;t«d tW k6^ had i^ 
bottsM^ i th^ i inkiiKM if> im<mAtiir^ as^^pcfftlii^ 

lidwis h^l«id(^(ist'2tt^h^tff4v [ Wckfm^iamiA^ 
thwre ?hfi31)eei&-eiq)r«ssod k^miiedt 'Attlnigi^Hdtli 

Ahse ht obbldicquit^bitf UbbPty; He lAghy^kei 
{Bibsiesi^'of fr^Ottf^ tum it to thebeseBt ofrtlioib 
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]*fiVBillti.OF VIXJI l?£AK. <S 

»€^i, ; ^^ I hhre bdbt^Ysd lilfe a fooir bs m«l 4 
f f J ought to have temporiiied with this gingular 
bcfaigy.JfiarDed/the motives of iu intotfeience^ 
wdiavlBilfid.ibyself af> its.mcoour^ proiiridiiig I 
osuld do. so 'mthout aay xliahonouraUe ooik& 
tions. > It would! have been alvcajs- dme enpugh 
to reyeot such irbeh they should hare been pnoi 
posed to me.* ... > 

/ So sajing, he was for naing projects for ngub^i 
ting his intercourse with the stranger moce pru« 
d^tl^) in case their communication should be re- 
newed* when his meditations ware interrupted bjr 
the peremptory summons of Sr Geoffrey Hud-' 
son> that he would^ la his turn^ be pleased to peiw 
fiarin. those domestic ^duties of i itbeir commop- ha^ 
Uiistioi^ which the dvraif had yesterday taken- 
upohlnmself. 

, ThevewaainareeiBting a request so roasozU* 
aUe^*and Pevcril accordingly rose <find bistooic 
himself^ the arrangement of their (yrison^ while' 
Hudson, perched upon a stkx>l ibom wbi^h his 
legs did not 1^ half way reach the ground/ 
sat i in a posture of* elegant- langU6r, twang*' 
ling upon an old broken-winded guitar/ and 
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$ibging«6dgs ia Spki&fa, Mocnrish^ 4itld Lringtia 
'Ffaoca, most dsteistably put of tune. He failed 
not^ at'theconctufflonof each ditty, to favour Ju^ 
Kan .with ispoie account of- iitrhat he had sung, 
either in the way of translation, or historical ahec^ 
dote, or as the lay was connected' with eciie pecii-: 
liar part of his o wh, ev'ent&il histovy ,'in the cqursd 
of which the poor litde man had chanced to' have 
beSen taken hy sE Sall^ rover, and darned capdve 
into Morocco, • : 

Thi^ par£ of his liie Hudson' used to niake tb^ 
era of many strange adventures ; and, if he bould 
hicb^lf be believed, he had made wild workamong) 
the affections of the Empieror^s seraglioi Bdt,^al« 
though few .were in a idtuatioh to cross-examine 
him oh gaUanlri^ and inirigiies/of whidi the^ 
scene was so remote, the officers of the gsrrisoiii 
of Tangier had a rep<xrt current amongst thehi, 
that the bnly iiaie to' whiiJi the tyranhical Moors^ 
oo^d convert di slate of such slender corpareal! 
«t]^^ngth, was to toiploy him to lie a^-bed all day 
i^nd batch turk^^s eggs* ' The least allusion to 
this rumour used to drive him well nigh frantic, 
send the fatal termination of his 'duel with young 
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nvXmXL OF THK PEAK. 7 

Cto^ wludi ))cgah in wanton imr&, and ended 
in bloodshed^ made men more ooj'tliah they had 
foraierly been, of xaaking the fiery little jbero the 
9Ubjedi of ij^cir raiUery; 

WhUePevenldidtfaedrudgnydfdieapailJ^^ 
the dwatf temabied nmch at his ewey- carollhig 
in the nutnneFjWe haTe.desonbed; inii/wiien he 
b^eld JPuhan atljempting the task of the oopk^ Sir 
Geoffrey Hudson apruog from the stool on which 
he sat en S^twrj at the irisk of breaking both 'his 
guitar end hia neck, .eKckdmiag, ^* That he would 
rather prqpare breakfast every morning betwixt 
this and die day of judgment, than commit a teak 
of suob consequence to such an, inexperienced 
bunker, as his companion.^ 

The young man gladly resigned lus task to the 
splenetic little Knight, and only smiled at his re- 
sentment when he added^ that, to be but a mortal 
of middle ^t^ture, Julian was.aaatupid as a gianL 
^Leaving him to prepare the meal after bis own 
pleasure Pev^xil employedJnmsdf In measuring 
the room with .his eyes on every aide, and in en- 
deavouring to diaooyer some private entrance^ 
such as might admit, his midnight idsitaDt, and 
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pediapfe oouidi ibe empioyad : m eiae4d n^tAici 
liffectjngihisibwniesoajpei /The floor pext engaged 
a scrntiiiy eqaiaUj. miniite^ Imt none svopessfuL. 
Close by his own pallet,. imd dropped in ^dch 
^'mantiertbat be nrnst haxe^ seen it' sooner but 
^:Uie h^ny wifli:(wlnob be. obeyed tbe aum^: 
mdnabfthe injpadent- dwar^ lay a slip of psper^ 
sealed, anddireetedivitbtbqimtial letters J. B4 
iHiich eeetned to; ascesbqwitfaf^. it was addressed 
tdJiims^if. He.tbQk:idie'i>pportUDitj of (^fining 
itwdiHe the i^blrp j«M8. in. ihev^ moment of pni^ 
jectio% gndtliefuU atteBdcm^if his pompanion 
ves ocdupied^by wbitt he,, hi .^pommon with wiset 
and taller mehyoonsidered asonepf thepviocipal 
occupations of life, so thaty witfamit ineurzing bis 
dbficrvati0n,ciriawi^eBingbiscunosity,J 
4he oppottisntoy to read ^as follows : 

.. f'^sban^iia£stuated:as:y^Uvare,^diei:^4ro]ie 
mho would ibrfieit much ta4ifMa^ betwixt ;y0a and 
yoncfaia; :Ybtx avetMBoitTOw to be »eiaoved to 
4he rrowasr^'Wlfteieyour life eannbt*be asstHied for 
^jsingle) dlty; ijpt^ . during the fe^ .hoi^s yeu 
iusve been in I^on Jon, you hare pravoked a re- 
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MT8RU OF VBX.PBAK. 9 

imtin^t which k not etaSky slaked. Thati^ is 
but one cbaooe fat yQUyr-^-r^DoiiDce A«.B.f**4hiiik 
na moEe of her* If that be impossiUe^ Ahi»k of 
b^ biit asiiene vbom you €iiii n^ver cm ugata. 
If your heart can veaplye ta give up aa aUiecbt 
meant which it: should never have eatertainedi 
laid .which it would be madness to cheiish IcHiger^ 
make your aoqmespence in. this condition known 
by putting on your bat a white band, mr white 
leathar,. or knot of ridUbandof the sakne coidur^ 
wbiche?^ you may most easily coine by* * A 
boat- will, in that case, run, aa if by ao<ndent» 
on board of that which is to convey you to the 
Tawen Soyouintheconfusionjumpoveriboard^ 
^nd swim to the Southwark side of the Thames. 
Friends will attend there to secure your escape 
• imd ypu will find yourself with one. who will rar 
ther lose character and life,, than that a hair of 
yoUi? he44 ^h0uld fall to the ground ; but who, 
if ypu reJQct the warning, can.only think of you 
aa:of the fool wbo.penshes in his foUy. May 
jSeaven guide you to a jwiund judgment of your 
^imditio^.! Sq prays pile whowould be yourfriend, 
if yim W0uld». 

" Unksown.'^ 
• 
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10 nvl^n.^ OF' VHX MCAlt. 

^ The Towier l~it w^ aiv'otd of ttfrt»'^> ^Nrtta 
mot^ so thaii iB^'dtil pfisQU^ffor bow ibaiB^^paek 
sages U. de$ih did thatdark etrUCtureptftesetit^ 
Th^« s6V4»e dxectttioufi which it :baijd wlknesBdd 
ki p^^ceAijig reigpSy^ were- not petfaapis'<sd^ p6l 
meroue- ai& >tbe privjr tiiupd^^ whi^ had' tAeati 
place within im w^ls ; y^t P&veril did not '4k 
ttiomeat faasltate on tfaie p'art wbieh fae^llad li> 
perfornu ^ >' li will share.. my '&ther^d:(faie>r he 
gasid ; ^.^ I thought but of him wh^n^t^ey^ brought 
me hither; I will think of notbing 'ds&wbfifi 
they Qonvfy ine to yonder still tnore. di^adful 
place of confinement; it is his, and itis but meet 
that it4shoqld l3e his son'^s.-^And^thou^: Aboe 
Bridgenoi^th, the day that I renounce tbee, may 
I be held a}ike a traitor and a dastard !-^6oi 
false adviser^ and daare the fate of seducers aad ' 
of heretical teachens^r :;..*' ... 

He could not h^I{^ uttering thi^ kst expres^oA 
aloyd, as be tbre9? the. bUlet into the fi^e> with a 
vehemence which made the dwarf start with sui^. 
prise. *^ What say yon of bi^raing heretieS) 
young man ?'^ he exclaimed; ^^bymy £uth your 
zeal must be warmer than mine, if y6u talk.on 
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Mob a tub^ect wbdn the hmtics are'tbe prevail-' 
iiigntii&ber/ Mirf I measure ux feet without mjrv 
tfioei^ htt the^ het«tte» 'would hsL^e the best oF it 
zf-w&oanietoihlitwovk.' Beware of auch'word«.^ 
•• Too late to beware of words spoken,'* said 
tbe*turhkey, ^hd, dpenibg the door with 'unustial 
precatatkxis to avoid nfoise, had stolen unpetoelvedi 
into the room; *• however, Mastir Bsveril haif 
behaved like a getitiexxiiinf afnd I am vb tale- 
hearer^ tedndttion *beVwi]l eotisideT'I'luavie had^ 
trouble^n his matters.'' . * 

• Julkui bad no alternative but to takettie fel- 
low^- hint and administer a bribe, ^ith' which- 
Maisier CHnk was so wi$fl satisfied, that- he ex* 
claimed^ *^ It went to his heart to take leave of 
sach-akind.natured gentleman, and that he ooMd 
have turned the key on hSm fbr twenty years with" 
pleasure. But the best friendl9 must parl.^ '- * 

• *^ I' am ta be removed then ?" said Julian. 

<• Ay, truly, master, tilie warrant is come from ' 
the Council."' ■ ' 

^ To coftvey me to the Tower.** - 

♦* Wbew !" Exclaimed the officer of the law, 
li 
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^Vwho Che deril-tdld. you Idiat? B^jtfikieeyca 
do know it, there is no hal*m to saj ay. . JS6 
make yotirself ready to movie immediately ; and 
first, hold out your dew-beaters till I take off the 
darbies.^ .<;'•• 

' ^^ lathat usualP^ sttdPeveril^.at^etchiogQttt 
hie feet as the feUow directed, irbile hiarfettenr 
weK unlocked. • ^ v I 

. ^< Why^ ay, master, these fetters bdking to die' 
keeper; they are not a-going to send ^em tol 
the Lieutenant, I trow. No, no, the. warders 
nnjst bring their xmn geur with them ; they get 
none here, j^romise them* Neyeriheless, if your. 
^ honomf hath a fancy to go in fetters, as thinking 
it miqf move compassion of yonr case--— ^^^ 

^' I hftye tiQ intentioii to 'make my case seem 
wtirse than it is>^ said Julian, whilst, at the same, 
time, it crossed bis mind that, his anonymoiis: 
correspondent mui>it be wtiU aequainted hodi with 
his own personal habits, sii^ce the letter proposed 
a plan of escape which could only be executed by 
a bold swimmer^ and* with the fashions of the 
priso»9 ^iHse it we9 foreseen that h< would not 
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tyomlKP^^ titet g ^wdin Bade fauii/aucty onqeotufe 
itdU'flittb^K''' ' ^ i.'l " ' n '.: s.-. . 

<< There u ficfMng la life I ^voukbndtlAsfqr 
ib -bnre ft ^d«i^/' Miia^ <Gliiik ; << I isdtild tab 
«e btmy wiftAs libteiidii fer yob; if yoiv>faoiioQt 
k^'llt^ Ikney t» itM)Uiitl]i0 white flag » yma 

' ^ Tb #blit good |>QtpcM f^ Md Jiifiini Jh«rb 

«»«4litjr With the a^dvits^ gxvm ipd A* ingnal proi 
tciib^& Aiieflettei'« 

• ■» Mbjt, to ikjf godd i^tiifKMf 1 laioir i^" saiB 
the ttirriie^j'* dnit it li» the MlmA to seem winte 
ahd !if^b*iM&ii^ft i9df t (^' mk6«i'of nbt giialtiiiefli^ 
as I may say, which folks d^wioi^ew wbetfaef 
fli^y' b^' gdilty or hbt; bbt t'^aiiiMtt |»y that 
^iltiile^ di^ nbt goiteriessrat^ttfl^d mtich, saviag 
they be worcfei'tethtt'VftrtiW:'* '• ' ^^ 

^»^*^IJtrteg^/ thotigfat l^etfent, aldiougb tb^ tiian 
ft^aijfM'bti^eak <^6ltiiittt«fhlty/anf whbmttluijr 
ii6ixW inMbibg,' » Mtdng^ thac ftU^shoOkt tppfiX 
rently combine to realize the plan of eedape, cbidd 
I but give my consent to it ! And had I not better 
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toudentf < .' Whofarm dim'aorriiiijblr.lbt m^ liniflt 
msh Qie weH^ and isk weU^viAer w^idd ifevdr ef^* 
force the unjust conditions on yrhick I am Ve- 
quiiied ioicbiuesM^ toJmy'Ub^Mtioii.^ 

But this mis^iin^ )ofiUs'te0«dliiti(in^V0ft 'but 
for^anianmh Bbspeirdilirii^aolkM^^^twlKh 
soeveviii^ him.]ii Q«tepii9g>!ir)iwt be nieeeMBriljr 
exposed to great risk, and had a right to^nwBtf 
dii6fltipnliititali»». t^id.'he "wl^ wiDiog. tp ineur 
it. MewisQ/taooHifittd)^ tbat^fakebpodis eqiu^ly 
bflsfy! whether ^pressed inf .tt^rds oTjiu d^imli 
show ; and that he would lie as 'fl«d(f. bj using 
the signal agneed lipon iutevidanee of his renoun- 
magffAlisis^ Bridgenorth, ms he would in dir^t 
termsiil.^e msidefSUchrenuiiGiation without the 
puk)poB0 of>ahid»og by it , . .. r , 

/ *5 U .-yoor.wwld dbligC' me,!*, he sud to ^ 
tiinikey^'j^LletcH>0jiaTea piece c^. black ^k or 
crape for the purfiosQ yeu^-ioidntion.^. < | . .' 
ir. V Otgrape^r. fiwd-thefelkwr^; .*^ what should 
that Mgmfy ? Why, the bien morts^ who bing ovA 
to tour 9k youii will think you a chimney^^weepei: 
0n Mfty-day,"". - . i . : 
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: ,<^ Iftf wili 8he»ir mjnMtlfed> watpmt^*^ ImicI J^Hmy 
'SascWi^IbasiingrdetGitfniiiad.resolatipii.^ ' 

provide jTQtt with «;bIaok <nig «£ ■ome>kihd'^or 

j; ,^Ai}i9K iQtwiUited.Jiia/a»adiBCM tdiattendr him^ 
Undi pr00^0d to Ud fitrei^Ui to bis lfll«eoinp»^ 
Qi^^ tb^ ;it9Mt GecdCrtjr eHudson* / The fparting 
^aa^ iK^ W|tb(mt Motiftt iMs Iwikaidfis; jibrefMN^ 
JN^ililaxlyPf^ tfaat,^ tbQ'pODn Ikt^jiteo^.^baiiadl 
taji^en a ;pi^irticUUf Ukitlg to.tke oboopaaioaofl 
vy^pmi be wa^'QQW abomt^ta be depriTddir ^f F«« 
yn.F^Ur > be emd»> /* myiyQUAg. fxieikl^^ . Asking 
Julian'^s hand MfaKMb;biaiOwn upUfttd pakos^'in 
i^^pbi9Pt»0tt be.aoQiewhat'reMinbkd tbe^tticiide 
of ra^mlpr pnUing a rope;ainerhead,4p^^>Many id 
9iy .ait^WAOn mould think himM wroageif ag'a 
•QldiVand;ien(a»t d£tfaekuig''schainber9 id aea- 
ing,y0u removied, toi a.mooe.faonQiirabte prison 
^bfUt th^tt whijcb I am limked iisito.. Bat^Fthank 
God» l,gr«ldge ywi not the Tow^ri nor (he Rocki 
of Scilly, nor even Carisbrooke Castle,. tboughr 
the la^er was graced with the dipttinlj of m j 
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16 PBTBBIL OF THE «BAX. 

Uectted iaild twrtjied miufter. . Go wh«fi9 you 
will, I wilsh yDiiaU'thediBtblofionrof aiihoiiour- 
itblepiitott^boi^^ and vsafeotidispecfdy dcliVer- 
ancfe in' God?s &wn tinMr^ For myseVi my race i| 
near a close, >nd /that bkeauW I fall a ihai^ to 
the dn^-tdndemesf bf my bWb heart. Th^i^ is a 
dcGinii8taiide,:^ocd!Ma8ti^ Jftdia^ l^llteiil, Which 
^icmld hai^ been^ybufi, ha!l Prdvidejatee^|ieittifi^ 
todour finrtfaer iiiihnji^, tot it fit^lioi'lhefM^feseilt 
]bmh\ 6oj die% niy ftiend, and b^aiM¥itiie&^ M 
Ofe Mid death, thdt G^f^ Hiid^n ^c6niU tk^ 
iftsifts alifcpersecutloDs ^ ibrnfilfe; tffiT htl #bu!td 
despfaie, and has often despii^eil, the: iliisohietolii 
poajiks of an oii&gtomn<^6(Abof.'^ ' 
M So sayidgy lale'tiifiied ^Imey^ and' hid Mi fai^ 
with Im lietlabandkerohiiff,! xOak^ i^ii^'MtW 
wai^ds him that tragMdniic sedsation wiftch tSak^ 
uft'pitjr the. object wlmhdxcitM it,'tik Ihd lesifr 
Ifaali we alrksaiBaiwhaendmad to laughawid dUf 
s^mp$Aiy. The jailer made hidi a rigAaly whidfe 
Pev^ dboyed^ leaVmg thfe d^rfto diisboilsobtt^ 
s^iitode. . ' . . ' > 

Ak Jnftab foMowbd IHe Iceepter thtdtigh t)te va- 

8 
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nous windings of this penal labyrinth^ the moit 
observed that <^ he was a rum fellow^ that little 
Sir Greoffrej, and, for gallantly, a perfect Cock 
of Bantam, for as old as he was. There was a cer- 
tain ga j wench,^^ he said, ^< that had hooked him ; 
but what she could make of him, save she car* 
ried him to Smithfield, and took money for him, 
as for a motion of puppets, it was,^ he sud, 
« hard to gather.'* 

Encouraged by this opening, Julian asked if 
his attendant knew why his prison was changed. 
<^ To teach you to become a King's post without 
commission,'' answered the fellow. 

He stopped in his tattle as they approached that 
formidable central point, in which lay couched on 
his leathern elbow-chair the fat commander of the 
fortress, stationed apparently for ever in the midst 
of his citadel, as the huge Boa is sometimes said 
to lie stretched as a guard upon the subterranean 
treasures of eastern Rajahs. This overgrown man 
of authority eyed Julian wistfully and sullenly, 
as the miser the guinea which he must part with, 
or the hungry mastiff the food which is carried 
to another kennel He growled to himself as he 

VOL. IV. B 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



18 PEVERIL OF THE PEAK. 

turned the leaves of his ominous register, in or- 
der to make the necessary entry respecting the 
removal of his piisoner. ** To the Tower — ^to the 
Tower— -ay. ay, all must to the Tower— thafs the 
fashion of it-— free Britons to a military prison, as 
if we had neither bolts nor chains here !— I hope 
Parliament will have it up, this Towering work, 
that^s all. — ^Wcll, the youngster will take no good 
by the change, and that is one comfort." 

Having finished at once his oflicial act of re- 
gistration, and his soliloquy, he made a sign to 
his assistants to remove Julian, who was led along 
the same stern passages which he had traversed 
upon his entrance, to the gate of the prison,whence 
a coach, escorted by two officers of justice, con- 
veyed him to the water-side. 

A boat here waited him, with four warders of 
the Tower, to whose custody he was formally 
resigned by his late attendants. Clink, how- 
ever, the tuml.ey, with whom he was more spe- 
cially acquainted, did not take leave of him with- 
out furnishing him with the piece of black crape 
which he requested. Peveril fixed it on his hat 
amid the whispers of his new guardians. ^^ The 
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gentleman is in a hurry to go into moun)6ng,'*^ 
said one ; ^' mayhap he had better wait till he has 
cause.^^ 

^^ Perhaps others may wear mourning for him, 
ere he can mourn for any one,^ answered another 
of these functionaries. 

Yet, notwithstanding the tenor of these whis- 
pers, their behaviour to their prisoner was more, 
respectful than he had experienced from Jbis fpr- 
mer keepers, and might be termed a sullen civil- 
ity. The ordinary officers of the law were in ge- 
neral rude, as having to do with felons of every 
description; whereas these m^n were only em- 
ployed with persons accused of state crimes — ^men 
who were from birth and circumstances usually en- 
titled to expect, and able to reward, decent usage. 

The change of keepers passed unnoticed by Ju* 
lian, as did the gay and busy scene presented by 
the broad and beautiful river on which he was now 
launched. A hundred boats shot past them, bear- 
ing parlies intent upon budness, or upon plea- 
sure. Julian only viewed them with 'the stem 
hope, that whosoever had endeavoured to bribe 
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him from hh fidelity by the hope of freedom, 
might see, from the colour of the badge which 
he had assumed, how determined he was to resist 
the temptation presented to him. 

It was about high water, and a stout wherry 
came up the river, with s^l and oar, so directly 
upon that in which Julian was embarked, that it 
seemed as if likely to fun her aboard. ^* Get your 
carabines ready," cried the principal warder to 
his assistants. << What the devil can these scoun- 
drels mean ?^ 

But the crew in the other boat seemed to have 
perceived their error, for they suddenly altered 
their course, and struck off into the middle 
stream, while a torrent of mutual abuse was ex« 
changed betwixt them and the boat whose course 
they had threatened to impede. 

^^ The Unknown has kept his faith," siud Ju^ 
lian to himself ; ^^ I too have kept mine." 

It even seemed to him, as the boats neared 
each other, that he heard, from the other wherry, 
something like a stifled scream or groan; add 
when the momentary bustle was over, he asked 
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the warder who sat next him, what boat that 



** M en-of-warVmeil on a frolic, I suppose;^ 
answered the warder. •* I know no one else 
would be so impudent as run foul of the King^s 
boat ; for I am sure the fellow put the helm up 
on purpose. But mayhap you, sir, know more 
of the matter than I do.^ 

This insinuation effectually prevented Julian 
from putting further questions, and he remained 
^ent imtil the boat came under the dusky bas- 
tions of the Tower. The tide carried them up 
under a dark and lowering arch, closed at the 
upper end bythe well-known Traitors' gate,form- 
ed like a uncket of huge intersecting bars of 
wood, through which might be seen a dim and 
imperfect view of soldiers and warders upon 
duty, and of the steep ascending causeway which 
leads up from the river into the interior of the 
fortress. By this gate, — ^and it is the well-known 
circumstance which assigned its name, — ^those ac- 
cused of state crimes were usually committed to 
the Tower. The Thames afforded a secret and 
silent mode of conveyance for transporting thi- 
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ther such whose fallen fortunes might move the 
commiseration, or whose popular qualities might 
excite the sympathy, 'of the public ; and even 
where no especial secrecy existed, the peace of 
the city was undisturbed by the tumult attending 
the passage of the prisoner and his guards through 
the most public streets. 

Yet this custom, however recommended by 
state policy, must have often struck chill upon the 
heati of the criminal, who thus, stolen, as it were, 
out of society, reached the place of his confine- 
ment, without encountering even one glance of 
compassion on the road ; and as from under' the 
dusky arch, he landed on those flinty steps, worn 
by many a footstep anxious as his own, against 
which the tide lapped fitfully with small succes- 
sive waves, and thence looked forward to the 
steep ascent into a Gothic state-prison, and back- 
ward to such part of the river as the low-brow'd 
vault suffered to become visible, he must often 
have felt that he was leaving day-light, hope, and 
life itself, behind him. 

While the warder^s challenge was made and 
answered, Peveril endeavoured to obtain inform- 
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ation from his conductors where he was likely 
to be confined ; but the answer was brief and ge* 
neral — ** Where the Lieutenant should direct** 

** Could he not be permitted to share the im- 
prisonment of his father, Sir Geoffrey Peveril ?^ 
He forgot not, on this occasion, to add the sur- 
name of his house. 

The warder, an old man of respectable appear- 
ance, stared, as if at the extravagance of the de- 
mand, and said bluntly, ** It is impossible.^ 

" At least,*" said Peveril, " shew me where m 
father is confined, that I may look upon the wall 
which separate us.^ 

" Young gentleman,^ said the senior warder, 
shaking his grey head, *^ I am sorry for yoii ; 
but asking questions will do you no service. In 
this place we knpw nothing of fathers and aons.^^ 

Yet chance 8eemed,in a few minutes afterwards, 
to offer Peveril that satisfaction which the rigour 
of bis keepers was disposed^to deny to him. As 
he was conveyed up the steep passage which leads 
under what is called the Wakefield Tower, a fe- 
male voice, in a tone wherein grief and joy. were 



d by Google 



S4 PSVHKIL OF THK PEAK. 

indescribably mbced, exdidmedy << My son !-^ 
My dear son T 

Even those who guarded Julian seemed soft- 
ened by a tone of suob acute feeling. They slack- 
ened their pace. They almost paused to permit 
him to look up towards the casement from which 
the sounds of maternal agony proceeded ; but 
the aperture was so narrow, and so closely grated, 
that nothing was visible save a white female hand, 
which grasped one of these rusty barricadoes, as 
if for supporting the person within, while another 
streamed a white handkerchief, and then let it 
fall. The casement was instantly deserted. 

** Give it me,^ said Julian to the officer who 
lifted the handkerchief ; '^ it is perhaps a mo- 
ther's last gift."" 

The old warder lifted the napkin, and looked 
at it with the jealous minuteness of one who is 
accustomed to detect secret correspondence in 
the most trifling acts of intercourse. 

<< There may be writing on it with invisible 
ink,^ sud one of his conurades. 

^^ It is wetted, but I think it is only with tears,^ 
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answered the senior. << I cannot keep it from 
the poor young gentleman.^ 

^< Ah, Master Coleby,^ said his comrade, in a 
gentle tone of reproach, *^ you would have been 
wearing a better coat than a yeoman^s to-day, had 
it not been for your tender heart.^ 

« It rignifies little,'' said old Coleby, « while 
my heart is true to my King, what I feelin dis* 
charging my duty, or what coat keeps my old 
bosom from the cold weather." 

Feveril, meanwhile, folded in his breast the 
token of his mother's affection which chance had 
favoured him with ; and when placed in the small 
and solitary chamber which he was told to consi- 
der as his own during his residence in the Tower, 
he was soothed even to weeping by this trifling 
circumstance, which he could not help consider- 
ing as an omen, that his unfortunate house was 
not entirely deserted by Providence. 

But the thoughts and occurrences of a prison 
are too, uniform for a narrative, and we must now 
convey our readers into a more bustling scene. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Henceforth 'tis done-*Fortune and I are friends ; 
And I must live, for Buckingham commends. 

Pope. 



The spadous mansion of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, with the demesne belonging to it, origin- 
ally bore the name of York House, and occupied 
a large portion of the ground adjacent to the 
Savoy. 

This had been laid out by the munificence of 
his father, the favourite of Charles the First, 
in a most splendid manner, so as almost to rival 
Whitehall itself. But during the Increasing 
rage for building new streets, and almost an ad- 
ditional town, in order to connect London and 
Westminster, this ground had become of very 
great value ; and the second Duke of Bucking- 
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ham, who was at once fond of scheming, and 
needy of money, had agreed to a plan laid before 
him by some adventurous architect, for convert- 
ing the extensive grounds around his palace into 
those streets, lanes, and courts, which still per- 
petuate his name and titles ; though those who 
live in Buckingham Street, Duke Street, Villier^s 
Street, or in Of-all^, (for even that connecting 
particle is locally commemorated,) probably think 
seldom of the memory of the witty, eccentric, and 
licentious George YiUiers, Duke of Buckingham, 
whose titles are preserved in the names of their 
residence and its neighbourhood. 

This building-plan the Duke had entered upon 
with all the eagerness which he usually attached 
to novelty. His gardens were destroyed-— his pa- 
villions levelled — ^his splendid stables demolished 
-—the whole pomp of his suburban demesne laid 
waste, cumbered with ruins, and intersected with 
the fotindations of new buildings and cellars, and 
the process of levelling different lines for the in- 
tended streets. But the undertaking, although it 
proved afterwards both lucrative and successful, 
met with a check at the outset, partly from want 
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of the necessary funds, partly from the impatient 
and mercurial temper of the Duke, which soon 
carried him off in pursuit of some more new object. 
So that though much was demolished, very little, 
in compariscHi, was reared up in the stead, and 
nothing was completed. The principal part of 
the ducal mansion still remained uninjured ; but 
the demesne in which it stood bore a strange 
analogy to the irregular mind of its noble owner. 
Here stood a beautiful group of exotic trees and 
shrubs, the remnant of the garden, amid yawn- 
ing common-sewers and heaps of rubbish. In 
one place an old tower threatened to fall upon the 
spectator ; and in another, he ran the risk of be- 
ing swallowed up by a modem vault. Grandeur 
of conception could be discovered in the under- 
taking, but was almost everywhere marred by 
poverty or negligence of execution. In short, 
the whole place was the true emblem of an under- 
standing and talents run to waste, and become 
more dangerous than advantageous to society, by 
the want of steady principle, and the improvi- 
dence of the possessor. 

There were men who took a different view of 
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the Duke*8 purpose in permitting his mansion to 
be thus surrounded, and his demesne occupied 
by modern buildings which were incomplete, and 
andent which were but half demolished. They 
alleged, that, engaged as he was in so many mys- 
teries of love and of politics, and haying the 
character of the most daring and dangerous in- 
triguer of his time, his Grace found it convenient 
to surround himself with this ruinous arena, into 
which officers of justice could not penetrate with- 
out some difficulty and hazard ; aind which might 
afford, upon occasion, a safe and secret shelter 
for such tools as were fit for desperate enter- 
prizes, and a private and unobserved mode of 
access to those whom he might have any special 
reason for receiving in secret 

Leaving Peveril in the Tower, we must once 
more convey our readers to the levee of the 
Duke, who, upon the morning of Julianas trans- 
ference to that fortress, thus addressed his mini- 
ster-in-chief, and principal attendant : — ** I have 
been so pleased with your conduct in this matter, 
Jemingham, that if Old Nick were to arise in our 
presence, and offer me his best imp as a familiar 
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in thy room, I would hold it but a poor compli- 
ment.*" 

" A legion of imps,"' said J^ningham, bow- 
ing, ^^ could not have been more busj than I in 
your Grace^s siervice ; but if your Grace will 
permit me to say so, your whole plan was well 
nigh marred by your not returning home till 
last night, or rather this morning.'" 

" And why, I pray you, sage Master Jer- 
ningham,^ said his Grace, " should I have re- 
turned home an instant sooner than my pleasure 
and convenience served ?^ 

" Nay, my Lord Duke,^ replied the attend- 
ant, ** I know not ; only when you sent us word 
by Empson, at Chif&nch'*s apartment, to com- 
mand us to make sure of the girl at any rate, 
and at all risks, you said you would be here so 
soon as you could get freed of the King." 

" Frieed of the King, you rascal ! What sort 
of phrase is that ?" demanded the Duke. 

** It was Empson who used it, my lord, as 
coming from your Grace.*" 

" There is much very fit for my Grace to say, 

that misbecomes such mouths as his or yours to 
11 
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repeat,^ answered the Duke, haughtily, but in- 
staDtly resumed his tone of familiarity, for hi 
humour was as capridous as bis pursuits. ^* But 
I know what thou wouldst have ; first, your wis- 
dom would know what became of me since thou 
hadst my comniands at Chiffinch's ; and next, 
your valour would fain sound anodier flourish of 
trumpets on thine own most artificial retreat, 
leaving thy comrade in the hands of the Philis- 
tines." 

*< May it please your Grace," said Jeming. 
ham, '* I did but retreat for the preservation of 
the ba^age." 

^^ What, do you play at crambo with me ?" 
said the Duke. ^* I would have you know that 
the common parish fool should be whipt, were he 
to attempt to pass {)un or quodlibet as a genuine 
jest, even amongst ticket-porters and hackney- 
chairmen." 

^^ And yet I have heard your Grace indulge 
in ihejeu de mots,'" answered the attendant. 

^* Sirrah Jerningham," answered the patron, 
** discard thy memory, or keep it under correc- 
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don, else it will hamper thy rise in the world. 
Thou mayst have seen me have a fancy to play 
at trap-ball, or to kiss a serving wench, or to 
guzzle ale and eat toasted cheese in a porterly 
whimsy ; but is it fitting thou shouldst remem- 
ber such follies? No more otft. — Hark you; 
how came the long lubberly fool, Jenkins, to suf* 
fer himself to be run through the body so simply 
by a rustic swain like this same Peveril ?^ 

" Please your Grace, this same Corydon is no 
such novice. I saw the onset ; and except in one 
hand, I never saw a sword managed with such 
life, grace, and facility.**' 

** Ay, indeed ?^ said the Duke, taking his own 
sheathed rapier in his hand, '* I could not have 
thought that. I am somewhat rusted, and have 
need of breathing. Peveril is a iiame of note. 
As well go to Barns-elms, or behind Montagu 
House, with him as with another. His father a 
rumoured plotter too. The public would have 
noted it in' me as becoming a zealous Protestant. 
Needful I do something to maintain my good 
name in the city, to atone for non-attendance on 
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prayer and preaching. But your Laertes is fast 
in the Fleet ; and I suppose his blundering block- 
head of an antagonist is dead or dying.*** 

" RecoTering, my lord, on the contrary,** re- 
plied Jerningham ; ^ the blade fortunately avoid- 
ed his vitals.** 

*« D— n his vitals !" answered the Duke. ** Tell 
him to postpone his recovery, or I will put him 
to death in earnest.** 

'* I will caution his surgeon,** said Jerningham, 
** which will answer equally well.*^ 

'^ Do so ; and tell him he had better be on his 
own death-bed as curf his patient till I send him 
notice. That young fellow must be let loose 
again at no rate.** 

** There is little danger,** said the attendant. 
** I hear some of the witnesses have got their net 
flung over him on account of some matters down 
in the north ; and that he is to be translated to 
the Tower for that, and for some letters of the 
Countess of Derby, as rumour goes.** 

" To the Tower let him go, and get out as he 
can,** replied the Duke ; " and when you hear he 
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is fast diere> let the temmg feliow recover asfasC 
fLS the sui'gieoB and he can mutually settle it.^ 

The Duke, having stdd this, took two or thice 
turns in the apartment, and appearedto 1)^ in 
deep thought. His attendant Wfdted ihe iss^e 
of his meditations with patience, being weU aware 
that such moods, during wUeh his mind was 
strongly directed in one point, were never of so 
long duratioa with his patron as to prove a se- 
vere burden to his own patience. 

Accordingly, after the silence of seven or mght 
minutes^ the Duke broke through it, taking from 
the tdilette a large silk purse, which seemed full 
of gold. *^' Jeroingham,'* he said, ^^ thou art a 
faithful fellow, and it vrouid be «n not to cherish 
thea I beat thi& King at Mall on bis bold defi- 
ance. Th& honour i& enoug^^for me ; aidd thoU) 
my boy^ ^^^^ b^^^^ ^^^ winningB.'* 

Jerttingham <poeketod the putse with d«ie ao^ 
knowledgm^Ats* . /' . ^ ' , 

<< Jemingbam,^ his Gmce contidued^ <<^> I koxiw 
you blame me for changing my plans too often'; 
and on my soul i have heard>you 'so ^earaod on 
the subject, that I have become of your «pinioil. 
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and have been vexed at inyself for two or three 
hours together, for opt stipking ad ^ooostantly to 
oQftojbjeet, as doubtleeis I ^lall, when age (touch- 
iBg bis forcjiead) shali lo^ thi$ same weather^ 
oo«k ^oo: rutted to turn with the Ranging bteeee. 
But as yet, while I have spirit and action, let it 
whirl like the vsuie at the maat^beadf which 
teaches the jnlot how U> slteear his coiurs^ ; and 
wheo.I shift mine^ thUk I am bound to follow 
fortune, and not to oootrol her.^ 

*^ I can understand nothing fxwi all tfats^ please 
your Grace,^ replied Jenupgham^ ^ saving that 
you have changed some purposed measures, and 
think that you have profited by doing so.^ 

*' You shall judge yourself,^ replied the Duke 
*^ I have Been the Duchess of Portamputh.:— You 
slavt. It is true, bjt Heaven i I have seen her^ 
and from sworn enemiea we have become sworn 
friends. The treaty betwera such high and 
mighty powers had some weighty artides ; he* 
sides L had a French negociator to deal with ; so 
that you wiU allow a few hours Absence was but 
a^ nwesmry interval to make up our matlers of 
diplon^K^y*"" 
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'< Your Grace astonishes me,^ sdd Jerning- 
ham. ** Christian's plan of supplandng the great 
lady is then entirely abandoned ? I thought you 
had but desired to have the fait successor here, 
in order to carry it on tinder your own manage- 
ment.'* 

«* I forget ^hBt I meant at the time,'' said the 
Duke ; *^ unless that I was resolved she should not 
jilt me as she did the good-natured man of royal- 
ty ; and so I am still determined, sitioe you put 
me in mind of the fair Dowsabelle. But I had 
a contrite n6te fi'om the Duchess while we Were 
at the Mall. I went to see her, and found her a 
perfect Niobe. — On my soul, in sjHte of red eyes 
and swelled features, and dishevelled hair, there 
are, after all, Jemingham, some women, who do, 
as the poets say, look lovely in affliction. Out 
came the cause ; and with such humility, such 
penitence, sudi throwing herself on my merty, 
(she the proudest devil, too, in the whole cdutt,) 
that I must have had heart of steel to resist it ftlK 
In short, Chiffinch in a drunken fit had {)lay^ 
the babbler, and l6t young SaviHe into biii* 'in- 
trigue. Savillc plays the rogue, and iilfbrms the 
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Duchess by a mes$eDgeic> who luckily came a 
little late into the market She learned^ too, being 
a very devil for intelligeace, that there had been 
some jarring between the master and me about 
this new Phillis ; and that I was most likely to 
catch the bird,«^as any one may see who looks on 
U9 both. It must have been Empson who fluted 
all this into her Grace^s ear ; and thinking she 
saw how her ladyship and I could hunt ia cou- 
pler, she entreaits me to break Christianas scheme, 
and keep the wench out of the Eing^s sight, espe* 
cially if she were such a rare piece of perfection 
as fanpe has report^ her.^ 

" And your Grace has promised her your 
hand to ujJioW the influence which you have so 
often threatened to ruin,"" said Jermngham. 

" Ay, Jerningham; my turn, was as much 
served when she seemed to own herself in my 
power, and cry me mercy."*-And observe, it is all 
one to me which ladder I climb by into the King's 
cabinet That of Portsmouth iai ready fixed-^ 
better ascend by it than fling it down to put up 
another — I hate all unnecessary trouble.^ 
. . ^.^.^Agidd Christian ?'' said Jerningham. 
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^* May go to the devil for a self-conceited atss* 
One pleasure of this twist of intrigue is, to re- 
venge me of that villain, who thought himself so 
essential, that by Heaveri he forced himself on 
my privacy, and lectured me fike a school-boy. 
Hang the cold-blooded hypdcritical vermin ! If 
he mutters, I will have his nose slit as wide as 
Coventry's. — ^Hark ye, is the Colonel come ?** 

*' I expect him ^very moment, your Grace.** 

" Send him up when he arrives," said the 

Duke. -" Why do you stand looking at me ? 

What would you have ?** 

^* Your Grace's direction respecting the young 
lady,'' said Jerningham. 

« Odd Books," said the Duke, " I had totally 
forgotten her. — ^Is she very tearful ? — ^Exceed- 
ingly afflicted ?" 

*^ She does not take on so violently as I have 
seen some do," said Jerningham ; ^ but, for a 
strong, firm, concentrated indignation, I have 
seen none to match her." 

" Well, we will permit her to cool. I will not 
face the affliction of a second fair-one immediate, 
ly. I am tired of snivelling, and sweUed eye8> 
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mid blubbered cheeks, for some time ; and, more- 
over, must husband my powers of consolation. 
Bqgone, and send the Colonel^ 

'^ Will your Grace permit Pie one other ques- 
tion ?^ demanded his confidant 

*^ Ask what thou wilt, Jermngham, and then 
begone.^ 

" Your Grace has determined to give up 
Christian,^ said the attendant. ** May I ask what 
becomes of the kingdom of Man ?'^ 

'< Forgotten, as I have a Christian soul r said 
the Duke ; ** as much forgotten as if I had never 
nourished that scheme of royal ambition. — ^D— n 
it, we shall knit up the ravelled skean of that in- 
trigue.— >Yet it is but a miserable rock, not worth 
the trouble I have been bestowing on it ; and for 
a kingdom — ^it has a sound indeed ; but in reality, 
I might as well stick a cock-chicken^s feather into 
my hatye and call it a plume. Besides, now I 
think upon it, it would scarce be honourable to 
sweep that petty royalty out of Derby's posses* 
sioB. I; won a thousand pieces of the young Earl 
when he was lasthere^ and suffered him to bang 
about me at opurt. I question if the whole revenue 
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of hb kingdom is worth twice as much. £asily I 
could win it of him, were he here, with less trouble 
than it would cost me to carry on these trouble- 
some intrigues of Christianas.^ 

" If I may be permitted to say so, please your 
Grace," answered Jerningham, " if you are some- 
what liable to change your mind, no man in Eng- 
land can better afford reasons for doing so." 

^^ I think so myself, Jerningham," said the 
Duke ; " and perhaps it is one reason for my 
changing. One likes to vindicate their own con- 
duct, and to find out fine reasons for doing what 
one has a mind to. — ^And now, once again, be 
gone. Or, hark ye— -hark ye— I shall need some 
loose gold. You may leave the purse I gave you ; 
and I will give you an order for as much, and 
two yeays' interest, on old Jacob DouUefee." 

" As your Grace pleases," said Jernii\gliam, 
his whole sto^k of complaisance scarcely able to 
conceal his mortification at exchanging for a dis- 
tant order, of a kind which of late had not been 
very regularly honoured, the sunny coDtenta of 
the purse which hiul actually been in hia pooket 
Secretly hut solemnly did he make « vow, that 
1 
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two years^ interest alone should not be the com- 
pensation for this involuntary exchange in the 
form of his remuneration. 

As the discontented dependant left the apart- 
ment, he met, at the head of the grand staircase. 
Christian himself, who, exercising the freedom 
of an ancient friend of the house, was making his 
way, unannounced, to the Duke^s dressing apart- 
ment. Jemingham, conjecturing that his visit 
at this crisis would be any thing save well-timed, 
or well-taken, endeavoured to avert his purpose, 
by asserting that the Duke was indisposed, and 
in his bed-chamber; and this he said so loud 
that his master might hear him, and, if he pleased, 
realize the apology which he offered in his name, 
by retreating into the bed-room as his last sanc- 
tuary, and drawing the bolt against intrusion. 

But, far from adopting a stratagem to which he 
had had recourse on former occasions, in order 
to avoid those who came upon him, though at an 
appointed hour, and upon business of import- 
ance, Buckingham called, in a loud voice, from 
his dressing-apartment, commanding his cham- 
berlain instantly to introduce his good friend 



d by Google 



4£ PEVE&TL OF THE l*EA]r. 

Master Christian, and censuring him for hento- 
ting for an instant to do so. 

" Now,'' thought Jemingham within himself, 
<^ if Christian knew the Puke as well as I do, he 
would sooner stand the leap of a lion, like the 
London prentice bold, than venture on my mas- 
ter at this moment, who is even now in a humour 
nearly as dangerous as the animal.^ 

He then ushered Christian into his master^s 
presence^ taking care to post himself within ear- 
shot of the door. 
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CHAPTE III. 

^^ Speak not of nioeneai, when that's chance lOf wze^** 
The captain said, as ladies writhed their neck 
To see the dying ddphin flap the deck ; 
^' If we go down, on us these gentry sup ; 
We dine upon them, if we haul them up. 
Wise men applaud us when we eat the eaten, 
As the devil laughs when keen folks cheat the cheaters." 

The Sea Voyage. 

Thebb was nothing in the Duke's manner to- 
wards Christian which could have conveyed ta 
that latter personage, experienced as he was in the 
worst possible ways of the world, that Bucking- 
ham wouldy at that particular moment, rather 
have se^i the devil than himself; unless it was 
that Buckingham's reception of him, being rather 
extraordinarily courteous towards so old an ac- 
quaintance, might have exdted some d^ee of 
suspicion. 

Having escaped with some difficulty from the 
vague region of general compliments, which bears 
the same relation to that of bunness that Mit- 
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ton informs us the Limbo Patrum bears to the sen- 
sible and material earth, Christian asked his 
Grace of Buckingham, with the same blunt plain- 
ness with which he usually veiled a very deep and 
artificial character, whether he had lately seen 
Chifiinch or his help-mate ? 

" Neither of them lately,** answered Bucking- 
ham. "Have not you waited on them yourself.? 
— ^I thought you would have been more anxious 
about the great scheme."" 

" I have called once and again,*^ said Christian, 
" but I can gain no access to the sight of that 
important couple. I begin to be afraid they are 
paltering with me.'' 

" Which, by the welkjin and its stars, you 
would not be slow in avep^ing, Master Cjiristian. 
I know your puritanical principles on that point 
well,*' said the Duke. " Revenge may he well 
said to be sweet, when so n^any grave and wise 
men a^e ready to exchange far it all the ai^air*- 
plums which pleasures offer to the poor fiipful 
people of the world." 

" You may jest, my lord,** said ChristviP^ 
« but still '' 
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** But still you will be reT^nged on Chiffinch, 
and his little commodious companion. And yet 
the task may be di^cult— Chiffinch has so many 
ways of obliging his master— his little woman is 
such a convenient pretty sort of a screen, and has 
such winning little ways of her own, that, in faith, 
in your case, I would not meddle with them. 
What is this refusing their door, man ? We all 
do it to our best friends now and then, as well as 
to duns and dull company.** 

** If your Grace is in a humour of rambling 
thus wildly in your talk,** said Christian, ** you 
know my old faculty of patience— I can wait till* 
it be your pleasure to talk more seriously."*' 

•* Seriously !** said his Grace—** Wherefore 
notl* — I only wait to know what your serious 
business may be.** 

" In a word, my lord, from Chiffinch*s re- 
fusal to see me, and some vain calls which I have 
made at your Grace's mansion, I am afraid either 
that our plan has miscarried, or that there is some 
intention to exclude me from the further conduct 
of the matter.** Christian pronounced these words 
with considerable emphasis. 
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<^ That were folly, as weU as Ire^obery,^ !»• 
turned the Duke,^^ to exclude from ih^ spoilt]^ • 
very engineer who odndacted the Mtmk4 Bttti. 
hark ye, Oasxitiavt'-^Lsm fiorry toj^.tallibadt^ewifl^ 
iiritfaout; prepainiioa ; but:a& yoU'ip8ii9^a& hnown^ 
ing the wori|t, and* aHe not ashamed/ t9/i$H|specb 
yonr best fiiends, out it milst Gome'-*«>YcMicilieoe' 
left Chifiinch^s hcmse the morning before yester** 
day.'' 

Christian staggered, as if .heihad reoeived a^e^ 
vere blow ; and the blood rah to his face in such 
a current of passion, that the Duke conduded he 
was struck with an apoplexy. But, exerting the 
extraordinary coninand which he could maintain 
laider the most trying circum5taiiee8,he said, with 
a voice, the^ composure of which had an unna- 
tural contrast with the alteration of .his coutite- 
nance, *^ Am I toan|oliKl)e,/tfaal.m leaving the 
protection of the roof in jt^hich I placed her, the 
girl him found shelter und^ that of your GraceP'^ 

*^ Sir, the supposition doed my gallantry more 
credit than it deserves.'' 

^* Oh, my Lord Doke^'' answered Cttvnstian^ 
" I am not one whom you can impose on by this 

6 
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species of ebua-dy jargon. I know of what yotir 
Gnice 18 capable ; and that to gratify the caprice 
of a HQoment) you wobld >not heskite to disappoint 
even the schemea at whiokytm yourself have ia^ 
bonred most busily4^Hw8Dp{)ose' thta ^eat played 
off^ <<Take yonrlaugb at those simple preoau- 
UoBS by which I intended- to protect your Graoe's 
inteveat^ as weU m that of otheis* Let us know 
the extent of your frolic, and consider how far its 
cansequfinoes can be repaired*^ 

'^ On my word. Christian,^ said the Duke^ 
laughing, <' you are the most obliging of uncles 
and of guardians. Let your niece pass through 
as many adventures as Boccacio^s bride of the 
King of Garba, youoire ngt. . Pure or soiled, sbfij 
will stiU jnake the fbotstool of youff fortune*^ 

An Indian, provevb says, that the dart of con* 
tempt will even pierce thtough the ahellof the toiu 
toise ; but this is more < peculiarly the case when 
conscknee .tells the subject of the saarcasm that it 
is justly mexited* Christian, stung with Bueklng- 
ham'^s reproach, at once assumed a haughty aqd 
threatemng mieiiy totally inoonsistent with that in 
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which sufferance seemed to be as much his badge 
as that of Shylock, " You are a foul-mouthed 
and most unworthy Lord,'* he smd ; ** and as 
such I will proclaim you, unless you make repara* 
tion for the injury you have done me.** 

" And what,** said the Duke of Buckingham, 
" shall I proclaim you^ that can give you the least 
title to notice from such as I am ? What name 
shall I bestow on the little transaction which has 
given rise to such unexpected misunderstand- 
ing?^ 

Christian was silent^ either from rage or from 
mental conviction. 

" Come, come, Christian," said the Duke, 
smiling, *< we know too much of each other to 
make a quarrel safe. Hate each other we may— ^ 
circumvent each other — it is the way of courts— 
but proclaim ! — a fico for the phrase.*" 

" I used it not," said Christian, " till your 
Grace drove me to extremity. You know, my 
lord, I have fought both at home and abroad ; 
and you should not rashly think that I will en- 
dure any indignity which blood can wipe away." 

" On the contrary," said the Duke, with the 
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same civil and sneering manner, *^ I can confi. 
dently assert^ that the life of half a socHre of your 
friends would seem very ]^ht to you, Christian, 
if their existence interfered, I do not say with' 
your character, but with any advantage which 
thdr.existencemight intercept. — ^Fie uponit,man, 
we have known each other long. I never tljpught 
you a coward ; and am only glad to sec I could 
strike a few sparkles of heat out of your cold and 
constant disposition. I will now, if you please, 
tell you at once the fate of the young lady, in 
which I pray you to believe that I am truly in. 
terested."" 

** I hear you, my Lord Duke,"' said Christian. 
** The curl of your upper lip, and your eye- 
brow, does not escape me. Your Grace knows 
the French proverb, ^ He laughs best who laughs 
last^ But I hear you.*" 

*^ Thank Heaven you do,^^ said Buckingham ; 
^ for your case requires haste, I promise you, 
and involves no laughing matter. Well, then, 
hear a simple truth, on which (if it became me to 
offer any pledge for what I assert to be such) I 
could pledge life, fortune, and honour. It was 

VOL. IV. D 
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thte moiHing before last, when meeting with the 
Eirig at Chiffinch'^s unexpectedly — in fact I hiad 
looked in tc fool an hour a^ay, and to learn 
how your scheme advanced — I saw a singular 
scene. Your niece terrified littfe Chiffinch— i- 
(the hen ChiiBnch, I mean ;) bid this King defi- 
ance to his teeth, and walked out of the presence 
triumphantly, under the guardianship of a ybting 
fellow of little mark or likelihood, excepting a 
tolerable personal presence, and the advantage of 
a most unconquerable impudence. Egad, T cari 
hardly Kelp laughing to Chink how the King and 
I were both baffled ; for I will not deny, that 1 
had tried to trifle for a mometit With the fair In- 
damora. But, egad, the youn^ fellow swooped 
her off froiii uiidet our nose^, like my own Dra#- 
cansir clearing off the banquet froih the two 
Kings of Brentford. There was a digtiity in the 
gallant's swaggering i^treat 1?hJch I must try to 
teach Mohun ; it will suit bis pdrt adinirably.'" 
" This is incomprehensible, tny Lord Duke,'' 
said Christian, who by this time had recovered 
all his usual coolness ; '' you cannot expect me 
to believe this. Who dared be so bold as to car- 
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ry off my niece ih such a nanri^r, and from bo 
august a presence ? And with whom, a stranger 
as he must have beenj would she^ wise and cau- 
tious as I know her,-^^«wocild she hare consented 
to depart in such a manner?— ^My lord, 1 cam 
not believe this.^ 

" One of your priests; my most devout Chris* 
tian,^ replied the Duke, " would only answer, 
Die, infidel, in thine unbelief; but I am only a 
poor worldling sinner, and will add what mite of 
information I can. The young feilow^s name, a^ 
I am given to understand, is Julian, son of ^r 
Geoffrey, whom men call Peveril of the Peak.** 

" Pfeveril of thfe Devil, who hath his cavern 
there !** said Christian, warmly ; ♦^ for I know 
that gallant, and believe him capable of any thing 
bold and desperate* But how could he intrude 
himself into the royal - presence? Eiiher Hell 
aids him, or Heaven looks iieaffer into mortd 
dealings than I have yet believed. If «o, may 
God forgive us, who deemed 1^ thought not on 
us at all f 

*^ Amen, mdst^shristian Christian,'' replied the 
Dnfee; ^^lam glcftlto ^ee thou hast yet some 
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toudi of grace that leads thee to augur so. But 
Empson, the henCfaiffindi, and half a dozen more^ 
saw the swaln^s entrauoe and departure. Please 
examine these witibesses ^th your own wisdom, if 
you think your time may not be better employed 
in tracing the fiigitives. I belic^ve he gained en«- 
trance as one of seme dandng or making party 
Rowley, you know, is accessible' to all who will 
come forth to make him sport. So in stole this 
termjagant tedring gallant, like Sampson among 
the Philistines, to pull down our fine scheme 
about our ears.**" 

.** I believe you, my lord,** said Christian, '* I 
cannot but believe you ; and I for^ve you, since 
it is your nature, for making sport of what is 
ruin. and destruction. But which way did they 
take?^ 

^* To Derbyshire, I should presume, to seek 
her father,*^ said the Duke. ^' She spoke of go- 
ing'into the paternal piotection, instead of yours. 
Master Christian. Something had chanced at 
Chiffinch'^s^ to give her cause to suspect that you 
bad not altogether provided for his daughter in 
the manner which her father was like to ap[Mrove 
of.'' 
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^* Now^ Heaven be praised,^ said Chiistiaar 
^ she knows not her fiither h come to London I 
and they must be gone down either to Martin^ 
dale Castle, or to Moultrasm Hall; in dlher case 
tbey are in my power — I must fcUaw them dose, 
I wiU return instantly to Derbyshii^e**-! am un- 
done if she meet- her fioher until these errors are 
amended. Adieu, my lord. I forgive the part 
which I fear your Grace must have bad in baulk* 
ing our enterprize*— it is no time for mutual re. 
proaches*^ 

^^ You speak truth, Master ChriatiaD,'^ said 
the Duke, *< and I wish you all success. Can 1 
help you with men or horses, or mon^ ?^ 

'< I. thank your Grace,^' said Christian, and 
hasdly left the apartment. 

The Duke watched his descending footsteps on 
the staircase, until they could be heard no longer, 
and then exclaimed to Jemingbam, who enteredj 
*^ .Victoria ! vicUnia ! magna est veritae et pra^ 
valebit I Had I told the. villain a word of a lie, he 
is so familiar with aU the regions of falsehood— 
his whole life has. been such aa absolute impos- 
ture». that I had stood detected \vl an instant;, but 
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I told him truth, and that was tlte oidy mevlns of 
deoeiviog him. Victoria I my dear Jermngbaoi, 
I am prouder of cheating Christiin than I should 
have been of circamventing a minister of state.^ 

^^ Your Grace holds his irisdom very high,^ 
said the attendant. 

' ^^ His cunning, at least, I do, which, in court 
affairs, often takes the weatber-gage of wisdom^*— 
as in Yarmouth Roads a herring-buss will baffle 
a frigate. He shall not return to London if I can 
help it, until all these intrigues are over.^' 

As his Grace spoke, the Colonel, after whom 
he had repeatedly made inquiry, was announced 
by a gentleman of his household. ^ He met not 
Christian, did he?'' said the Duke hastily. 

<< No, my lord,'' returned the domestic, <^ the 
Colonel came by the old garden staircase." 

^^ I judged as much," replied the Duke ; ** 'ds 
an owl that will not take wing in daylight, when 
there is a thicket left to skiilk under. Here he 
comes from threading lane, vault, and ruinous al- 
ley, very near as ominous a creature as the fowl of 
ill augury which he resembles." 

The Cdonel, to whom no other appellation 
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seemed .to be giveo, tbaa that which beloogod to 
his milifary station, npw entered the afwrtnieiit. 
He yriptB UAlf Aroogly huilt> and past the middle 
period of life) and bU pountenaQoe^ but for the 
heavy cloud whichdwek npoii it^mighthave been 
pronounced a handsome one^ While the Duke 
sfntfkfi to ikmt eiUier from hmaUity oc some other 
cause, his large serious. ejre Urasicast down upou 
the groundi but he rat^ it/Win^p be aiiswered, 
with a J^eea look of earnest o(>servatiaii. His 
dress was very plain, and mor^e alliciid to that of 
the Puritans than of the Cavaliera of the time ; 
a shadowy black hat like the Spanish sombrero, 
a large black mantle or cloak, and a Icoig rapier, 
gave him something the air of a Castilbne, to 
which his graifity and stiffh^ps of demeanour add- 
ed considerably strength* 

« Well, Colonel," said the Duke, " we have 
been long strangei:s— ho w have matters gone with 
you?'' 

<^ As with other men of action in quiet times,"" 
answered the Colonel, " or aa a good war-caper 
that lies high and dry in a muddy creek, till 
seams and planks are rent and riven."' 
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« Well, Colonel,'' said the Duke, « I have 
used your valour before now, and I may again 5 
so that I shall speedily see that the vessel is ca- 
reened, and undergoes a thorough repair.^ 

*\ I conjecture, then,*" said the Colonel, ^ that 
your Grace has some voyage in hand i^ 

*^ No^ but there is one which I want to inter- 
rupt,'^ replied the Duke. 

*< 'Tis but another stave of the same tune.-— 

Well, my lord, I Itstfen,'^ answered the stranger. 

'- ^'Nay, it is but a trifling matter after dll.-« 

You know Ned Christian ?** 

''** Ay, slirely, my lord," replied the Cafenel, 

** we have been long known to each other.** 

^^ He is about to go down to Derbyshire to 
iseek a certain niece of his, whom he will scarcely 
find there. Now, I trust to your tried friend* 
shi]!>, to interrupt his return to London. Growith 
him, or meet him, cajde him, or assail him, or do 
what thou wilt with him— only keep him from 
London for a fortnight at least, and then I care 
little how soon he comes.** 

" For then, I suppose,** replied the Colonel, 
** any one may find the wench that thinks her 
worth the looking for.** 
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** Thou mayest think her worth the looking 
for thyself. Colonel; I promise you she hath 
many a thousand stitched to her petticoat ; such 
a wife would save thee from skeldering cm the 
public.^ 

" My lord, I sell my blood and my sword, 
but not my honour,^ answered the man suUenly ; 
<< if I marry, my bed may be a poor, but it shall 
be an honest one.^ 

** Then thy wife will be the only honest mat* 
ter in thy possession, Colonel — at least since I 
have known you,^ replied the Duke* 

•* Why, truly, your €rraee may speak your 
pleasure on that point. It is chiefly your busi- 
ness which I have done of late, and if it were less 
strictly honest than I could have wished, the em- 
ployer was to blame as well as the agent. But 
for marrying a cast*off mistress, the man (saving 
your Grace, to whom I am bound) lives not who 
dares propose it to me.^ 

The Duke laughed loudly. *' Why, this is 
mine Ancient Pistors vein,^ he replied. 

" Shall I Sir Pandarus of Troy become, 

And by mf ride wear ttael ?— then Lucifer take all I** 
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^^Mybre&Hagiartab j^in to imderaiUuid ends 
of playhouse vecse, my lord,^ aatd the Colonel, 
sulkily^ ^ ^^ Hiia yimr firaoe no other service to 
commandrane j*^ . : » , . . 

** None— ^only I am told you have pablished 
a Narfaii9!>e odsoeuiitig^he Flot^ 
' '< What ishould aU aaae, my lord P'' said the Co- 
Ibnel !; ^^ I hope I am a witness as oompetent as 
any that has yet appeared.'' 

« Truly,' I think m to the full,'' said the Duke ; 
<< and it would haYe been hatd, wh^n so much 
profitable mischief ^#0^ gfoing, if so excellent a 
Pxotjestant aa yourself had not pome in for a 
ahare." - ' 

*^ I came to tahe ydut Grace'/S commands, not 
to be the object of yoiir wit," said the ColoneL 

^^ Gallantly spdke«i, most resolute and most im- 
maculate Oplonel 1 Ats you are to be on full pay 
in m?y service' for a'month to come, I pray your 
acceptance of this purse, for contingents and 
equipments,' and you shall have my instructions 
from time to tifme." 

^^ They shall be punctually obeyed, my lord," 
said the Ckikmol ; >^ I know the duty of a subal- 
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toro <rffcer. 1 wifib jwur 6r«ee 9 good mpro- 

So saying, be.piop|^eted the pur$e, witbout 1^ 
iher aff^ctiag hesitation, or expreMiaggratkude, 
but nlerely a» part of a transaction in the regu^ 
Utw^j of businesf, and stalked firem the apart- 
ment prith the same BixHea gravity which racked 
iAfi eatraAce. ^^Now, there goes a sooundrel af- 
ter my own heart/^ said the Duke ; *^ a robber 
from hia ecadle^.a jsucderer siope he could hold 
a knife, a profound hypocrite m religion, and a 
.worse aad deeper hypocnale in honour,— would 
s^ hid soul tio the denial to aecofiiplish any vU« 
lainy, and would cut the throat of his brother, 
did he dare to give the viliatny he had so acted 
its right name.*— Noi^v, why stand you amazed, 
good Master Jermoghaib, and look on me as you 
would on some monster of Ind, when you had paid 
your shilling to see it, and were staring out your 
pennyworth with your ^es as round as a pair of 
iip^etacles ? Wink, man, and save them, and then 
let thy tongue untie the mystery," 

** On my word, my Lord Duke,** answered 
Jerningham, *^ unce I am compelled to speak, I 
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can osoij My^ tbut tbe l^gto I live with your 
Grace, I am th^ more at a loss to fathom your 
motives of action. , Oihess^lay, phoB, ekthet to attain 
profit or pleasure by ttneir execution ; but your 
Grace^s^eUghtistocQjLinteract your own schemes, 
when in the v^y act of perfpnnance, like a child 
—forgive me— ^bat breaks its favourite toy, or a 
man who should sf&t fire to the house be has half 
buUt^ 

^^ And why not, if he wanted to warm his 
hand^ at the blaae ?^ said the Duke. 

"Ay, my lord,'' replied his dependant; "but 
whi^t ijf, in dcAx^ so, heshpuld burn his fingers? 
— My lord, it is one of your noblest qualities, that 
you will sometimes listen to the truth without 
talf^ig pffewp^ r but were it otherwise, I could 
n0t».^t tfiis if^oqiei^t, help, speaking out at every 
risk,",,,, t . ^, •.,,.. i 

^^ Well, say on, I can bear it," said the Duke, 
thrqwiipg himself ijato.an e^sy chair, and using 
hi9 toqt^^pick with gracef ulinAifference and equar 
ninjity ; " I Ipvq to, hiear what such potsherds as 
thou a^tj^ think, of tbe^prpceedings of us who are 
of tbp P^lfe^pp^celjuln ,9lfiy^Qf the^earth," ,. 
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<< In the name of EUa^en^'mj loird,' let me 
then ask you,^ said Jeraingbam, *^ what merit 
you claim, or what adVttntag^ yba expeet, from 
having embroiled every thing in which you are' 
concerned to a degree, which equals the chaos of 
the blind old Roundbead'^s poem which your 
Grace is so fond of P To begin with the King. 
In spite of good humouir, he will be incensl^d'at 
your repeated rivalry.'" 

" His Majesty diefied me to it"* * 

^* You have lost all hopes of the Islte'by qu^i 
relling with Christian.^ ' 

*^ t have ceased to care a fkrthin^abortt it,**" 
replied the Duke. 

' *< In Christian himsrif, whom yo\i have in- 
sulted, and to whose fiininy you^ mtend disho- 
nour, .you have lost a sagacious, ailful; and cool* 
headed instrument and adherent,'^ siud the mo- 
nitor. 

" Poor Jemingham T ahswered the Duke ; 
<' Chrisdan would say as much for thee, I doubt 
not, wert thou discarded to-morrow. It is the 
common error of such tools to think themselves 
indispensable. As to hisikmily, what wai$ never 
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hdAOumbte cannot be cfishonoured by any con- 
nection with my h&use.** . ». 

** 1 say nothing of Cbiflandi,'*' said Jeroii^ 
ham^ ^' offended as he will be when he Icams- 
in^y,' andifiy whom, his ^scheme has been ruined^ 
and the kdy spirited away— He aiid his wife, I 
say nothing of tbem.^ 

** You need not,"" smd the -Duke ; " for wene 
they even fit persons to speak- to me about, the 
Duchess of Portsmouth has bargained for their 
disgrace.** 

^* Then this bloodhound of a Colonel, as he 
calls himself, your Grace cannot even lay him on 
a quest which is to do you service, but you must 
doihitn such indignity, at the same tkoe, as" he 
will ilot foilf to remember, and be sure to.fly at 
your throat should he ever have an opportunity 
of taming on you.'' 

" I will take care he has none," said the Duke ; 
** and yours, Jevningham, is a low-lifed ^f)pre- 
henaion« Beat your spaniel heartily if you would* 
have him under command. Ever let your agents 
see you know what they are, and prize themac^^ 
cordinglyi A rogue, who must needii be treated 
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as a man of hctfioiir, isitft to get above >Ms» work. 
Enough, tharefore^ of yoiftr.adviee and C6]isute»' 
Jerbingham ; we differ .in etisryparticiilar* Were 
we both engineers, yoawoUldispeod yonr ££e in* 
watching some lOld wmnanis wheel, whidi spins 
flax by the OMOoe ) <I nmstbe-ni )tbe mkht of the 
most varied and ebtinteraotlng uaohinery, watch- 
ing cheeks and oountercheekEl, bahdicing weights^ 
proiriiig springs aadrwheels^ vi^akting ttfid eoi»* 
trolling a hundred combiaiid ipumw^.^ . . 

"And your fbrtiane^ in the nieanwhile ?^ said 
Jerningham ; *^ patdon thbiiasthin^ my lord;^ 
; << My fdrtiine)'' said 4he< Dttk«, '^is^ toiy vast 
to be hurt by ai petty wound; andlihave^ as 
lliouknowest^.a< thousand salv^S'in stove fovthe 
seratches and soars whtdi' it sometimes* reodifes 
i^ greasing niy ifaacbtneryb^ i ; .,...- t, - - 

*^ Your Grace does not mean Dr WiUerheadls 
powder of projectioo?'^- * ^ t» . i: / . i > 

" Pshaw ! he is a qnachsalvev'and. motinte- 
bank." ..... 

^^Or SolidtCH: Drowndland'splan^for driuning 
the fend r 

" He is a cheat,— wAlki^y an attorney;'' - «: 
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<< Or the Laird of Lackpelfs sale of Highland; 
woods r 

<< He is a Scotchman,'' said the Dukey— '< vide^, 
Ucetj both cheat and beggar.^ 

<^ These streets here, upon the ate of your 
Bobienumsion-house?^ said Jeroing^m. 

<^ The architect's a bite, and the planVa bubbla: 
I am sick of the sight of this rubbish, and I will 
soon replace our old alcoves, alleys, and flower-^ 
plots, by an Italian garden and a new palace.'' . • 

'^ That, my lord, would be to waste, not to 
itnprove your fortune," said his domestic. 

'< Clodpate and muddy spirit that thou art, 
thou bast forgot the most hopeful scheme of all 
— *the South Sea Fisheries— their stock is up 
BO per cent already. Post down to the Alley, 
and tell old Manasses to buy L.20,000 for me. 
•—Forgive me, Plutus, I forgot, to lay my sacrifice 
on thy shrine, and yet expected thy favours ! 
Fly post haste, Jemingham — ^for thy life, for thy 
life, for thy life !" 

With hands and eyes uplifted, Jemingham left 
the apartment ; and the Duke, without thinking 
a moment further on old or new intrigues — on the 

15 
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fHendahip he had formed, or tb« enmity he had 
provoked— on the beauty whom be had carried 
off from her natural protectors, as well as from 
her lover — or on the monarch against whom he 
bad placed himself in rivalship,—- sat down to 
calculate chances with all the seal of Demoivre, 
tired at the drudgery in half an hour, and refused 
to see the zealous agent whom he bad employed 
in the city, because he was busily engaged \i^ 
writing a new lampoon. 



VOL. IV. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Ah ! cbangeful tread, and fickle heart ! 

Progress of DisconUfU* 



No event is more ordinary in narratives of this 
nature, than the abduction of the female on whose 
fate the interest is supposed to turn ; but that 
of Alice Bridgenorth was thus far particular, that 
she was spirited away by the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, more in contradiction than in the rivalry 
of passion ; and that, as he made his first ad- 
dresses to her at ChiffincVs, rather in the spirit 
of rivalry to his Sovereign, than from any strong 
impression which her beauty had made onhi^ af- 
fections, so he had formed the sudden plan of spi- 
riting her away by means of his dependants, ra- 
ther to perplex Christian, the King, Chiffinch, and 
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all cODcerned) than because he had any partioular 
desire for her society at his own mansion. Indeed, 
so far was this from being the case, that his Grabe 
was rather surprised than delighted with the suc- 
cess of the enterprize which had nuide her an in- 
mate .there, although it is probable he might Jbave 
thrown himself into an uncontroulable passbn, 
had he learned its miscarriage instead of its sua- 



Twenty-four hours passed over since he liftd 
returned jto his own roof, before, notwithstanding 
sundry hintsfrom Jerningham, he could even de- 
termine on the exertion necessary to pay his fair 
captive a visit ; and then it was wkh the internal 
reluctance of one who can only be stirred from in- 
dolence by novelty. 

^' I wonder what made me plague myselif about 
this wench,^^ said he, *^ and doom myself to en^ 
counter all the hysterical rhapsodies of a ooun- 
try Fhillis, with her head stuffed with her gmtid. 
mother^s lessons about virtue ahd the Bible->book« 
when the finest and best*bred woman in town 
nay be had upon more easy terms. It is a pity 
one cfttmot mount the victor^s car of triumph 
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without having a victory to boast of; yet^ faith, 
it is what most of our modern gallants do, 
though it would not become Buckingham, rr 
Well, I must see ber,^ h^ concluded, ** though it , 
were but to rid the house of her. Tbe Vott^ 
mouth will not hear of her being set at liberty 
near Charles, so much is she afridd of a new fair 
seducing the old nnner from his allegiaflice. So 
how the girl is to be disposed of — ^for I shall have 
litdQ fancy to keep her down here, and die i$ too 
wealthy to be sent down to Cliefden as a house- 
keeperr— is a matter to be thought on*^ 

He tben called for such a dress a9 might wSt 
off his natural good mien— a oopapliment which 
he QQDsidered as due to his own merit ; for as- to 
any thing farther, he went to pay his respects to, 
his fair prisoner with almost as little seal in the 
cause, as a gallant to fight a duel in whidi he has 
no warmer ipterest th^n the maintenance «f his 
reputation as a man of honour. 

The set of apartments consecrated to the use of 
those favourites who occasicmally made Bucking- 
ham'^s mansion their place of abode, add Who were, 
so far as liberty was 0qncemedi ofieu required to 
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observe the regulalioos of a convent, was aepora. 
ted from the rest of the Duke^s extensive mansion. 
He lived in the age when what was called gal«- 
lantry warranted the most atrodous actions of 
deceit and violence ; as may be best illustrated by 
the catastix^e.of an unfortunate actress, whose 
beauty attracted the attenticm of the last De 
Vere,£arl of Oxford. While her virtue defied his 
seductions, he ruined her under colour of a mock 
marriage, and was rewarded for a success which 
oeeaaiDned the death of his victim, by the gene- 
ral applause of the men of wit and gallantry who 
filled the drawing-room of Charles. 

Buckingham had made provision in the ii^e* 
rior of jiis ducal mansion for exploits of a simi- 
lar nature ; 9nd the set of apartments which he 
now visited were alternately used to confine the 
reluctant, and to accommodate the willing. 

Being now used for the former purpose, the 
key was delivered to the Duke by a hooded and 
spectacled old. lady, who sat reading a devout 
book in the outer ball which divided these apart-i 
ments (usually called the Nunnery) from the rest 
of the house. This experienced dowager acted 
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as mistress of the ceremonieB on. such oecasioiis^. 
and was the trusty depotttory of more utrigues) 
than were known to any dozen of her worshipful' 
calling l)esides. 

*^ As sweet a linnet,^ she said, as she undid the 
outward door, << as ever sung in a ci^.^ 

** I was afraid she might have been more for 
niching than for sbiging, Dowlas,^ said the Duloe* 
' <^ Till yesterday.she was so, please your Grace,^^. 
answered Dowks; *^ or to speak sooth, till early 
this morning, we heard of nothing but Ladbry mse. 
Biittfae air of your noble Graoe^s house is favour- 
able to singing birds ; and toKlay matters have 
been a^much mended.*" 

-. «« ^Tis sadden, dame,^ said the Duke ; << and 
Vil5 something strange, considering that I have 
never seen her, that the pretty tremblor should 
have been so soon reconciled to its fate.^ 

^' Ah, your Grace has such magic diat it com- 
municates itself to your very walls ; as wholescnne 
scripture says, Exodus, first and seventh, ' It 
eleaveth to the walls and the door-posts.* ^ 

** You are too partial, Dame Dowlas,^ said the 
Duke of Buckingham. 
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«<^Notm word bat truth,^ said the dame ; << and 
I wish I may be an outcast from the fold of the 
lambst but I think this damsePs very frame has 
dianged since she was under your Grace^s roof. 
Methinks she hath a lighter form, a finer step, a 
more displayed ancle — I cannot tell, but I think 
there is a change. But, lack^a-day, your Grace 
knows I am as old as I am trusty, and that my 
eyes wax something uncertain.^ 

<< Espeaaily when you wash them with a cu^ 
of canaiy. Dame Dowlas,^ answered the Duke^ 
who was aware that temperance was not amongst 
the cardinal virtues which were most familiar to 
die old lady's practice. 

** Was it canary, your Grace said ?— Was it 
indeed with canary, that your Grace should have 
proposed me to have washed my eyes ?^ said the 
ofiPended matron. *^ I am sorry that your Grace 
should know me no better.^ 

^^ I crave your pardon, dame,^ said the Duke, 
sihaking aside, fiu3tidiously,thegraBpwhich, in the 
earnestness of her exculpation. Madam Dowlas 
had clutched upon his sleeve. ^< I crave yovtt 
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pardon. Your nearer approach has coilvinted 
me of my erroneous imputaUoib*-! should have 
«ud Nantz, not canary.**^ 

. So saying, he walked forward into the inaer 
apartments, which were fitted up with an air of 
voluptuous magnificence. 

*^The dame said true, however,^ saidthepsoud 
deviser and proprietor of the splendid maniioa*-* 
^^ A country Phillis might well reooncile herself 
to such a prison as this, even/vdthout a skilful 
bird-fancier to touch a bird-calL But I wonder 
where she can be, this rural Phidele. Is it pos- 
sible she can have retreated, like a despairing 
commandant, into her bed-chamber, the very <»ta« 
del of. the place, without even an attempt to de- 
fend the out*works ?^^ 

As he made this reflection, he passed through 
an anti-chamber and little eating parlour, exqui- 
sitely furnished, and hung with excellent paint- 
ings of the Venetian school. 

Beyond these lay a withdrawing-room, fitted up 
in a style of still more studied elegance* The 
windows were studiously darkened i^ith paint- 
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«d glass of such a deep and rich colour, as made 
the mid-day beams, which found their way into 
the apartment, imitate the rich colours of sun* 
aet ; and in the celebrated expression of the poet, 
^ taught light, to counterfint a gloonu^ 

Buckingham's feelings and taste had been too 
Biudi, and too often, and too readily gratified, to 
permit him, in the general case, to be easily ac* 
eeasible even to those pleasures which it had been 
the buttnesB of his life to pursue. The hackney- 
ed ^uptuary is like the jaded epicure, the mere 
tistlessness of whose appetite becomes at length 
a sufficient penalty for having made it the prin- 
eijte} object of his enjoyment and cultivation. 
Yet novelty has always some charms, and uncer- 
tainty has more. 

The doubt how he was to be received — ^the 
change of mood which his prisoner was said to 
have evinced— the curio^ty to know how such a 
creature as Alice Bridgenorth had been described, 
was like to bear herself under the circumstances 
in which she was so unexpectedly placed,had upon 
Buckingham the effect of exciting unusual inte- 
rest. On his own part, he had none of those feel- 
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ings of anxiety with which aman, even of the most 
Tulgar mind, comes to the presence of the fe^ 
male whom he wishes to please, far less the more 
refined sentiments of love, respect, desire, and awe, 
with which the more refined lover approaches the 
beloved object. He had been, to use an expres- 
sive French phrase, too completely blaxi even 
from his earliest youth, to permit him now to ex- 
perience the animal eagerness of the (me, far less 
the more sentimental pleasure of the other. It is 
no small aggravation of this jaded and uncom- 
fbrtable state of mind, that the voluptuary can- 
not renounce the pursuits with which he is satia- 
ted, but must continue, for his character'^s sake, 
or from the mere force of habit, to take all the 
toil, fatigue, and danger of the chase, while hd 
has so little real interest in the termination. 

Buckingham, therefore, felt it due to his re- 
putation as a successful hero of intrigue, to pay 
his addresses to Alice Bridgenorth with dissem- 
bled eagerness ; and as he opened the door of the 
inner apartment, he paused to consider whether 
the tone of gallantry, or that of passion, was fittest 
to use on the occamon. This delay enabled him to 
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haar a fe«r notes of a lute, touched with exquisite 
akilly andaoconipanied by the still sweeter strains, 
of afmiale voitCf which, without executing any 
complete mdody, seemed to sport itself in rival- 
ship of the silver sound of the instrument 

>< Acfeatuiv so welleduoated,^ said the Duke, 
<> .wkh the sense she is said to possess, would, 
made as she is, laugh at the assumed rants of 
Oeooodates, It is the vein of Dorimant^-^once, 
Buckingham, thine own — that must here do the 
feat, besides that the part is easier.^ 

So thinking, he entered the room with that 
easy grace which characterized the gay courtiers 
among whom he flourished, and approached the 
fiur tenant, whom he found seated near a table 
covered with books and music, and having on* 
her left hand the large haI£>open casement, dim 
irith stained glass, admitting only a doubtful light, 
into this Iqcdly retiring room, which, hung with 
the richest tape8try'<if the Gobelins, and oma^ 
mented with piles of china and splendid mirrors^ 
seemed like a bower built for a prince to receive 
bis bride. 

The splendid dress of the inmate correspmdr? 
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ed with the taste of the apartment which %l» oc- 
cupied, and partook of the oriental fashion which < 
the much^adoiired Roxalana had then brought 
into £ashion. A dender foot and ande^ wUck 
escaped firom the wide trowser of iichlyoiaa* 
mented and embroidered blue satin^ was the only, 
part of h^r person ^stiiictl j seen ;. the restiras eop.; 
veloped, from head to foot, in along veil o£ niters 
gauze, which, like a feathery and light mist on 
a beautiful landscape, su£Eered you to perceive 
that what it concealed was rarely lovely, yel in- 
duced the imagination eyen to enhance the charms 
it shaded. Such part of the dress as could be 
discovered, was^ like the veil, and the trowsers^ 
in the oriental taste ; a rich turban, aadsj^sndid 
caftan, were rather indicated than distinguiriied 
through the folds of the former. The whole at* 
tire argued at least coquetry on the part of &'fidr 
one, who n^ust have expected^ from her situationy 
a visitor of some pretension ; and induced Buck« 
ingham to smile internally at Christianas accouitt 
of the extreme simplicity and purity of his nicoe. 
He approached the lady en cavaUer^ and ad^ 
dressed her with the air of being conscious, while 
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be adf nowrledged fats offences, that his condescend- 
ing to do.BD formed a sufficient applogj for them. 
<^ Fttur Mistress Alice^^.he sud, ^^ I am sensible 
how deeply I ought to sue £or pardon for the mis* 
takjen zeal of my servants, who, seeing you desert- 
ed and exposed without piotectibn during an ua<« 
kieky affray, took it upon them to bring you ua<* 
der the roof of one who would expose bis life ra^ 
ther than suffer you to saMin a moments anxie- 
ty* Was it my fault that those around me riiould 
faasre judged it necessary to interfere foi* your 
presenration ; or that, aware of the interest I 
mu^t take in you, they have detained you till I 
GouH myself ip personal attendance receive yqur 
feomi^ands?'' 

*^ That attendance has not been speedily reii. 
d«ied» my lord,^ answered the lady. *^ I have 
been a prisoner for two days — ^neglected, and left 
to the charge of menials.^ 

" How say you, lady ?~N^lected I** exclaim- 
ed the Duke. ^< By Heaven, if the best in my 
household has feiiled in his duty, I will discard 
htm on the instuit T 
' f ^ I complain qf no lack of cg^tesy froi9 your 
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servants, my lord,^^ she replied ; " but Bietbinkft 
it had been but complaisant in the Duke himself 
to explain to me earlier wherefore he has had the 
boldness to detain me as a state prisoner.^ 

<< And can the divine Alice doubt,^ said Bueic^ 
ingham,' ^^ that had time and space, those cruet 
enemies to the flight of passion, given permi^sioiH 
the instant in which you crossed your Tafasal^a 
threshold had seen its devoted master at y&at 
feet, who hath thought, since he saw you^ of no>» 
thing but the charms which that fatal morning 
placed before him at Chiffinch's ?'' 

** I understand then, my lord,^ said the lady, 
*^that you have been absent, and have had 'no 
part in the restraint which has been exerdMed 
upon me.^ 

*^ Absent on the E!ing^s command^ lady ; and 
employed in the discharge of his duty,"^ an« 
swered Buckingham without hesitation. ** What 
eould I do ?«-The moment you left Cfaifinch^s, 
his Majesty commanded roe to the saddle in such 
haste, that I had no drae to change my satin 
buskins for riding boots. If my absence has oe« 
oasioned you a moment of inconvenienoej blame 
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the incoDaiderate zeal of those, who, seeing me 
depart from London, half distracted at my sepa* 
radon from you, were wilUng to oontiibute their 
uninannercd though well-meant exertions to pre* 
senre their master fipom despair, by retttning 
the fair Alice wkhin his reach. To whom, in^ 
deed, could they have restored you ? He whom 
you selected as your champion, is in prison, or 
fled---«your father absent from town-— your unde 
in the north. To Cbiffinch^s house you had ex« 
pressed your well-founded ayersiou ; and what 
fitter asylum remained than that of your devoted 
slave, where you must ever reign a queen P^ 

<^ An imprisoned one,^ said the lady. << I 
desire not such royalty .^^ 

^^ Alas.! how wilfully you misconstrue me,^^ 
Sttd the Duke, imeeling on one knee, <^ and what 
right, can you have to complain of a few hours 
gentle restraint, you who destine so many to hc^^e- 
less captivity i Be merciful for aace, and withp- 
draw that envious veil, for the divinities are ever 
most cruel when they deliver their oracles from 
such clouded recesses. Suffw at least my. rash 
han d II ■ ^ 



d by Google 



80 PEVERtL OF THK PEAK. 

** I Will save your Grace that imwortby trou* 
' ble,''' said the lady, haughtily ; and rising up^ 
she flung back over her riioulcfers the veil which 
shrouded her, saying, at the same time, ^^ Look 
on me, my Lord Doke, and see if these be im 
deed the charms which have made on your Grace 
an impression so powerfuL^^ 

Buckingham ^id look; and the effect pro^ 
duced on him by surjmse was so strong, that h^ 
rose hastily from his knee, and remmnedfor.a 
few seconds, as if he had been petrified. The fi« 
gure that stood before him had neither the height 
nor the rich shape of Alice Bridgenorth ; and 
though perfectly weU made, was so slightly formed 
as to seem almost infantine. Her dress waa three 
or four short vests of embroidered satin, disposed 
one over the other, of different colours, or rather 
different sliades of nmilar colours, for strong con-* 
traat was carefully avoided. These opened in 
front, so as to shew part of the throat and 
neck, partially obscured by an inner covering oE 
the finest lace ; over the uppormost vest was worn 
a sort of mantte or coat of rich fur. A small 
but magnificent turban was carelessly placed on 
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her head, fiom under which flowed a profasion 
of ooal^Uack trasses, which Cleopatra might have 
envied. The taste and splendour of the eastern 
dfess corresponded with the oomplexion of die 
l^dy^s face, wkicb was brunette, of a shade sd 
dark as might almost have served an Indian. 

Amidst a set of features, in which rapid add 
keen expression made antends for the want of 
n^ular beauty, the essential points of eyes as 
bright as. diamonds, and teeth as white as pearls^ 
did not escape the Duke o£ Buckingham^ a pro« 
fessed connobseur in female chatms. In a word, 
the famsiful and nngukr female who thus uneJU 
pectedly produced herself before him, had one 
of those faces which are never seen without 
making an impression; which, when removed, 
are long after remembered:; and for which, in our 
idleness, we are tempted to invent a hundred 
histories, that we may jdeose out fancy by sup^ 
poang them under the influence of difierent 
kinds of emotion. Every one must have in r^ 
ooUection countenances of this kind, which, from 
a captivating and stimulating originality of e3(- 

TOi. IV* F 
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preBsion, abide longer in tbe memory, and fEre 
i^ore seductive to the imagination, than even 
regular beauty. 

' ** My Lord Duke,'' siud tbe lady, " it seema 
tbe lifting of my veil has done the work of ma- 
gic upon your Grace. Alas, for the captive 
princess, whose nod was to command a vassal so 
costly as your Grace ! She runs, methinks, no 
slight chance of being turned out of doors, like 
a second Cinderdla, to seek her fortune among 
lacqueys and lightermen.'' 
« ^ I am astonished !" said the Duke* ^ That 
villain, Jemingham*— I will have the scoundrel's 
blood r 

^^ Nay, never abuse Jerningham for the mat- 
ter," said the Unknown ; " but lament your own 
unhappy engagements. While you, my Loid 
Duke^ were postii^ northward, in white satin bus- 
kins, to toil in the King's affairs, the right and law- 
ful princess sat weeping in sables in the undieered 
solitude to which your absence condemned her* 
Two days she was disconsolate in vain ; on the 
third came an African enchantress to change the 
scene for her, and the person for your Grace. 
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Methtnks, my lord, this adventure will tell bat 
ill, when some fidthful squire shall recount or re- 
cord the gallant adventures of the second Duke 
of Buckingham.^ 

** Fairly bit, and bantered to boot,"" said the 
Duke~-*** the monkey has a turn for saUre, too^ 
by all that is pt^jtMinfe.*— Hark ye, fair Princess^ 
how (kred you adventuiv on such a trick as you 
have been accomplice to ?^ 

^* Dare, my lord !^ answered the stranger; 
^^ put the question to others, not to one who fears 
nothing.^ 

" By my faith, 1 believe so ; for thy front is 
bronzed by nature.— Hark ye once more, mis- 
tress — ^What is your name and condition ?" 

" My condition I have told you— I am a 
Mauritanian sorceress by profession, and my 
name is Zarah,^ replied the eaf^tcm maiden. 

^< But methinks that face, shape, and eyes — ''^ 
said the Duke,—** when didst thou pass for a 
dancing fairy ? — Some such imp thou wert not 
many days since.*' 

" My sister you may' have seen— »-my twin 
sister ; but not me, my lord,^ answered Zarah. . 
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^^ Indeed)'' said the Duke, ^' that duplicate of 
thine, if it was not thy very self, was possessed 
with a dumb spirit, as thoa with a talking one. 
I am still in the mind that you are the same ; 
and that Igatan, always so powerful with your 
sex, had art enough, on our former meeting, to 
make ihee bold thy tongue.*" 

'\ Believe what you will of it, my lord, it can« 
not change the truth.— >And now, my lord, I bid 
you farewelL Have you any commands to Mau- 
ritania ?" 

" Tarry a little, my Princess,'' said the Duke; 
<^ and remember, that you have voluntarily en- 
tered yourself as pledge for another; and by 
any penalty which it is my pleasure to exact. 
None must brave Buckingham with impunity." 

" I am in no hurry to depart, if your Grace 
hath any commands for me." 

<< What, are you neither afraid of my resent- 
ment, nor of my love, fair Zajrah ?" s^d the 
Duke. 

" Of neither, by this glove," answered the 
lady. <^ Your resentment must be a petty pas- 
sion indeed, if it could stoop to such a hdpless 
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object lisl' am ; dnd £»r your love — good lack ! 
goodlacikr 

**^ And why good tack, with such a tone of 
contempt, lady ? Think you BuckiDgham cannot 
lore, or had serer been belored in return f^ 

^* He may hate thought himself beloved,^ said 
the maiden ; '^ but by what slight creatures ! — 
things whoae heads could be rendered giddy by 
a playhouse rant — whp$e brains were Only filled 
with red-beded shoes and satin buskins^-^Qd who 
run altogether mad on the argument of a' Geprge 
and a star.^ 

^< And are there no such fraU fnir qq^ in 
your climate, most sQornful Pripces^?^ said' the 
Duke. 

** There are,'' said the lady ; " but men *ate 
them as parrots and monkie»— things ]^rkIH>lMt 
either sense or soul, head or h&art. The neaiN- 
vke&B we bear to the sun has pprafiedi while it 
strengthened, our passions. The icicles of jo}^ 
frozen climate shall as soon faamn^er hot baj?s u^C^ 
ploughshares, as shall the foppery and folly of 
your pretended gall^n(ry makp an instanf s im*- 
pression on a breast like miae." 
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<' You speak like one who knows what posnon 
is,** said the Duke. " Sit down, fidr.lady, and 
grieve not that I detain jou. Who can consent 
to part with a tongue of so much melody, or an 
eye of such expressive eloquence ! You have 
known, then, what it is to love P'* 

" I know— no matter if by experience, or 
through the reports of others — ^but I do know, 
that to love as I would love, would be to yield 
not an iota to avarice, not one inch to vanity, not 
to sacrifice the slightest feeling to interest or to 
ambition ; but to give up all to fidelity of heart 
and reciprocal affection.^ 

" And how many women, think you, are ca- 
pable of feeling such disinterested passion ?^ 

«* More, by thousands, than there are men who 
merit it,'* aiiswered Zarah. " Alas, how often do 
you see the female, pale, and wretched, and degra- 
ded, still following with patient constancy the foot- 
steps of some predominating tyrant, and submit- 
ting to all his injustice with the endurance of a 
faithful and misused spaniel, who prizes a look 
from his master, though the surliest groom that 
ever disgraced humanity, more than all the plea- 
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sure which the world beside can fumbh them ? 
Think what such would. be to one who merited 
.and repaid their devotion.^ 

" Perhaps the very reverse,*!^ said the Duke; 
<^ and for your omile^ I can see little resemblance. 
I cannot charge my spaniel with any perfidy ; but 
f(X ray mistresses-^to confess truth, I must al- 
ways be in a cursed hurry if I would have the 
credit of chan/^ng thera before tibey leave me.^ 

" And they serve you but rightly, my lord ; 
for what are you ? — ^Nay, firown not, for you must 
hear the truth for once. Nature has done its 
part, and made a fair outside, and courtly edu- 
cation hath added its share. You are noble, it is 
the accident of birth— -hands(»ne, it is. the caprice 
of Nature— generous, because to give is more 
easy than to refuse— -weU apparelled, it is to the 
credit of your tailor— rwell-hatured in the main, 
because you have youth and health— brave, be- 
cause to be otherwise were to be degraded— 4Uid 
witty, because you cannot help it.^^ 

The Duke darted a glance on one of the large 
mirrors. ^^ Noble, and handsome, and court-like, 
generous, well attired, good-humoured, brave. 
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and Witty i--*Yoii aUotr me more^ madam, iban 
I have the slightest preteosion to, and surely 
enough to make my way, at some poiiit at least, 
to female faTour.^ 

** I have neither allowed you a heart ncNra 
head,^^ said Zarah, calmly. — " Nay, never redden 
-as if you would ]0y at me. I say not but nature 
may have given you both ; but folly has con- 
founded the one, and selfishness perverted the 
other. The man wluxh I oali deserving the name, 
is one whose thoughts and exertions are for others, 
rather than him5elf,->^whose high purpose is 
adopted on just principles, and never abandoned 
while heaven or earth afford means of accooiH 
plisbing it. He is one who will neither seek an 
indirect advantage«by a spedous road, or take an 
evil path to gain a real good purpose. Such a 
man were one for whom a womau'^s heart should 
beat constant while he breathes, and break when 
he dies.'^ 

She spoke with so much energy that the water 
qfarkled in her eyes, and her cheek coloured with 
the vehemence of her feelings. 

^^ You speak,^ said the Duke, ^< as if you had 
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yonrsdf a beart which could paj the fbll tribute 
to the merit which you describe, so warmly.''^ 

^ And have I not ?^ said she, laying her hand 
on her bosom* ^' Here beats one that would bear 
me out in what I have said, whether in life or in 
death."? 

^^ Were it in my power,^ said the Duke, who 
began to get farther interested in his visitor than 
he could first hare thought possible---^^ Were it 
in my power to deserve sudi faithful attachment, 
methinks it should be my care to requite it.*** 

*^ Your wealth, your titles, your reputation as 
a g«Uant — all you possess were too little to merit 
such rincere sdRM;tion.^ 

^' Come, fidr lady,*^ said the Duke, a good 
deal piqued, *< do not be quite so disdainful. Be- 
think you that if your love be as pure as coined 
gold/ still a poor fdilow like myself may offer you 
silver in exchange — The quantity <^ my affection 
must make up for its quality.^ 

<^ But I am not carrying my idRection to miar- 
ket, my lord ; and therefore I need none of the 
base coin you offer in change for it."** 

" How do I know that, my fairest ?"* said the 
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Duke. <^ This is the realm of Fapho8---You 
have invaded it, with idiat purpose jou best 
know ; but I think with none consistent with your 
present assumption of cruelty. Come, come— 
eyes that are so intelligent can laugh with de- 
light as well as gleam with scorn and anger. You 
are here a waif on Cupid's manor, and I must 
seize on you in name of the deity .^ 

^^ Do not think of touching me, my lord,^said 
the lady. ^< Approach me not, if you woidd hope 
to learn the purpose of ray being here. Your 
Grace may suppose yoursdif a Solomon if you 
please; but I am no travelling princess, come 
from distant climes, either to flatter your pride 
or wonder at your glory .*• 

<< A defiance, by Jupiter i^ sud the Duke. 

^< You mistake the signal,"* said the ' dark 
ladye C *^ I came not bere without taking soffi- 
dent precautions for my retreat.^ 

^^ You mouth it bravely,'" said the Duke; 
^^ but never fortress so boasted its resources but 
the garrison had some thoughts of surrender. 
Thus I open the first parallel."" 

They had been hitherto divided from each 

19 
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Other by a long narrow table, which, placed in the 
recess of the large casement we have mentioned, 
had hitherto formed a sort of banrier on the lady^s 
side, against the adrenturous gallant. The Duke 
went hastily to remove it as he spoke, but, atten- 
tive to all his motions, his visitor instantly darted 
tbiough the half-open window. 

Buckingham uttered a cry of horror and sur- 
prise, having no doubt, at first, that she had pre- 
cipitated herself from a height c^at least fourteen 
feet, for so far the window was distant from the 
ground. But when he sprung to the spot, be 
perceived, to his astonishment, that she had ef- 
fected her descent with equal agility and safety. 

The outside of this stately mansion was deco- 
rated witb a quantity of carving, in the mixed 
state, betwixt the Gothic and Grecian styles, 
which marks the age of Elizabeth and her suc- 
cessor ; and though the feat seemed a surprbing 
one, the projections of these ornaments were suf- 
ficient to afford footing to a creature so light and 
active, even in her hasty descent. 

Inflamed alike by mortification and curiosity, 
Buckingham at first entertained some thought of 
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foUojving her by the same dangeirous route, and 
had actually got upon the sill of the Window for 
that purpose ; and was contemp^atiiig what mSglit 
be his next safe movement^ when, from a neighs 
bouring thicket of dirubs, amongst which hsB vi* 
sitor had disappeared, he heard her chaunt a verse 
of ^ comic song, the^ much in fashion^ coneem^ 
ing a despairinjg lover who had recourse to a pre- 
cipice— 

** But Hrhen he csme near, 

Beholding how steep 
Tlie sides did appear, 
. And the bottom hpw deep ; 
Though his suit was rejected, 
He sadly reflected. 
That a lover forsaken 

A new love may get ; 
Bat a neck that's onee broken 

Can never be set." 

The Duke could not help kughing, though 
much against his will, at the res^nbliince \thich 
the verses bore to his own absurd situatijop, and, 
stepping back into the apartment, desisted froi» 
an attempt which might have proved dangerous 
as well as ridiculous. He called his attenda^its^ 
and contented himself with watching tlie little 
thicket, unwilling to think that a female, who had 
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thrown herself in a great measure into his way, 
meant absolutely tQ mortify him by a retreat. 

That que&lion was determined in an instant. 
A form, wrapped in a inantle, with a slouched 
hat and shadowy plume, issued from the bushes, 
and was lost in a moment amongst the ruins of 
ancient and of modern buildings, with which, as 
we have akeady stated, the demesne formerly 
termed York House, was now encumbered in all 
directions. 

The Duke^s servants, who had obeyed his im« 
patient summons, were hastily directed to search 
for this tantalizing siren in every direction. Their 
master, in the meantime, eager and vehement in 
every new pursuit, but especially when his vanity 
was piqued, encouraged their diligence by bribes, 
;and threats, and commands. All was in vain. — 
They found nothing of the Mauritanian Prin- 
cess, as she called herself, but the turban and 
the veil ; both of which she had left in the thicket, 
together with her satin slippers ; which articles, 
doubtless, she had thrown aside as she exchanged 
them for others less remarkable. 
Finding all his search in vain, the Duke of 
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I 

Buckingham, after the example of spoiled cbiU 
dren of all ages and stations, gave a loose to the 
frantic vehemence of passion ; and fiercely be swore 
vengeance on his late visitor^ whom he termed by 
a thousand opprobrious epidiets, of which the ele- 
gant phrase ^^ Jilt^ was most frequently repeated. 
Even Jemingham, who knew the depths aiid 
shallows of his master^s mood, and was bold to 
fathom them at almost every state of his passions^ 
kept out of his way on the present occasion ; and, 
cabirieftted with' the pious old housekeq)er, de- 
clared to her, over a bottle of ratafia, that, in bis 
apprehension, if his Grace did not learn to put 
some control on his temper, chains, darkness, 
straw, and Bedlam, would be the final doom of 
the gifted and admired Duke of Buckingham. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Contentions fierce. 

Ardent, and dire, spring from no petty cnnse. 

Albion. 

The quarrels between man and vife are pro- 
verbial ; but let not these honest folks think that 
connections of a less permanent nature are free 
firom similar jars. The frolic of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, and the subsequent escape of Alice Bridge- 
north, had kindled fierce dissension in Chiffinch'^s 
family, when, on his arrival in town, he learned 
these two stunning events : ^^ I tell you,^ he said 
to his obliging helpmate, who seemed extremely 
slightly moved by all which he could say on the 
subject, ^^ that your d— d carelessness has ruined 
the work of years." 

. ^^ I think it is the twentieth time you have said 
so," replied the dame ; ^^ anid without such fr&- 
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out. Wit she has, let her keep hevself warm with 
it in worse coropanyy tot the ctfit of a gai^ of 
stiollers is not language for a priiiee^s chamber."* 

^^ It is no matter what I mean, or whom I 
mean,^ said Mrs Ghif&nch ; ^' but I tell you, Tom 
Chifiinch, that you will find your master quite 
consoled for loss of the piece of prudish puri- 
tanism that you would needs saddle him with, as 
if; the good man were not plagued enough with 
them in Faxliament, but you must forsooth bring 
them into bis very bed-chamber."" 

'' Well, Kate,"" said ChifBnch, '' if a man were 
to speak 1^1 the sense of the seven wise masters, 
a woman would find nonsense enough to over- 
whebn him with ;> so I shall say no more, but that 
I would to Heaven I may find the Eang in no 
worse humour .than you describe him. I am com- 
manded to attend him down the river to the 
Tower to*day, where he. is to make some survey 
of arms and stores. Thqr are clever fellows who 
contrive to keep Rowley from engaging in busi- 
ness, for, by my word, he has a turp for it."" 

/'I warrant you,"" md Chifiinch the female, 
nodding^, but rather to her own figure reflected 
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from a mirror^ than to her politic husband, '^ I 
vairant you ure will find means of occupying him 
that w31 sufficiency fill up his time.*" 

^' On my honour, Kate,"^ said the male Chif- 
finch, *' I find you strangely altered, and, to speak 
truth, grown most extremely opinionative. I will 
be happy if you have good reason for your confix 
dence.^ 

The dame smiled superdliously, but deigned 
no other answer, unless this were one> — ^^ I shall 
order a boat to go upon the Thames to-day with 
the royal party.*" 

'^ Take care what you do, Kate ; there are none 
dare presume so far but women of the first rank. 
Duchess of Bolton— of Buckingham— of— "** 

" Who cares for a list of names ? why may not 
I be as forward as the greatest B. amongst your 
string of them?*" 

" Nay, faith, thou mayst match the greatest B. 
in Court already ,^^ answered Chiffinch ; '^ so e'^en 
take diy own course of it But do not let Chaubert 
forget to get some collation ready, and a souper 
au petit couvert, in case it should be commanded 
for the erening/^ 
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^ Ay, there your boasted knowledge of court 
matters begins and ends. — ChifBnch, Chaubert, 
and Company; — dissolve that partnership, and 
you break Tom Chaffinch fer a courtier.'' 

^< Amen, Eate,^ replied Chiffincfa ; *' and let me 
tdl you, it is as safe to rely on anodier person^s 
fingers as on our own wit. But I must give or<- 
ders for the water. — If you take the pinnace, theve 
are die cloth-of-gold cushions m the diapel may 
serve to cover the benches for the day. They are 
never wanted where they lie.'' 

Madam Chiffinch accordingly mingled with 
the flotilla which attended the King on his voy- 
age down the Thames, amongst whom was the 
Queen, iattended by some of the principal ladies 
of the Court. The little plump Cleopatca, dress- 
ed to as much advantage as her taste could devise, 
and seated upon her embroidered cushions like 
Venus in her shell, neglected nothing that effiion- 
tery and minauderie could perform to draw npoa 
herself some portion of the King's observation; 
but Charles was not in the vdn, and did not even 
pay her the slightest passing attention of any kind, 
until her boatmen, having ventured to appiooach 
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Besrer te the Queen^s haitge Aan etiquette pennit- 
ted, received a peremptory carder to back their 
ears., a&dfidl out of the royal procession. Madam 
Chiffinch cried for spite, and trans^pessed Solo^ 
moB^s warning, by cursiiig the King in her heart; 
but had no better course than to return to West* 
nisflter, and direct Chaubert's preparations for the 
evenii^. 

In the mean time, the royal bai^ paused at the 
Tower; and, accompuiied by a laughing train of 
ladies and of courtiers, the gay Monardi made the 
•echoes of the old prison-towers ring with the un- 
wonted sounds of mirth and revelry. As they as- 
-cended from the river side to the centre of the 
boil^g^ where the fine old Ee^ of WiQiam the 
Conqueror, called the White Tower, predomi- 
nates over the exterior defences, Heaven tmfy 
knows how many gallant jests, good or bad,' wete 
run on <he comparison of his Majesty^s state-pri- 
son to that of Cupid, and what killing similes 
w^e drawn between the ladies^ eyes and the guns 
of the fortress, which, spok^i with a fashionable 
cong6e, «id listened to with a smile fiom a fair 
lady, formed the fine conversation of the day. 
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This gay swarm of flutterers did not, howoTer, 
attend close on the King's person, though they had 
accompanied him upon his party on the rivar. 
Charles, who often formed manly and sensible re- 
solutions, though he wius too easily diverted from 
them by indolence or pleasure, had some desire to 
make himself personally acquainted with the state 
of the military stores, arms, &c. of which the 
Tower was then, as now, the magazine ; and, al- 
though he had brought with him the usual num- 
ber of his courtiers, only three or four attended him 
on the scrutiny which he intended. Whilst, there- 
fore, the rest of the train amused themsdves as they 
m^ht in other parts of the Tower, the King, ac- 
companied by the Dukes of Buckingham, Ormond, 
^tttd one or two others, walked through the well- 
known hall, in which is preserved the most splen- 
did magazine of arms in the world, and which, 
though far from exhibiting its present extraordi- 
nary state of perfection, was even then an arsendi 
worthy of the great nation to which it belonged. 

The Duke of Ormond, well known for his ser- 
vices during the Great Civil War, was, as we have 
elsewhere noticed, at present rather on cold terms 
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with Ms Sovereign, who neverthelesB asked bis ad- 
vice on many occa8i<Mis, and who lequiied it on the 
present amongst others, when it was not a little 
feared, that the Parliament, in their zeal for the 
Protestant reUgion, might denre to take the ma- 
gaiines of arms and ammunition under thdr own 
eoDDlmiTe orders. While Charles sadly hinted at 
such a terminatiiHi of the popular jealouaes of the 
period, and discussed with Ormond the means of 
resisting or eva£ng it, Buckingham, fiillmg a little 
bdlund, anmsed himself widi ridiculing the anti^ 
quated i^pearance and embarrassed demeanour of 
the old warder who attended on the oeoarion,4md 
who chanced to be the retj same that escorted 
Julian Peveiil to his present place of confinement. 
The Duke ^secuted Ins raillery wMi thogreater 
activity, that he found die old -man, thou^ re^ 
strained by the place and presence, was raither up- 
on the whole 4;esty, and disposed to affiird what 
i^rtsmen call pk^ to his persecutor. . The vari- 
ous pieces of ancient armour, with whidi the.wall 
was cov^ed, afforded the principal source, of the 
Duke^s wit, as he insisted* upon knowing <from.the 
old man, who, he said, could best remember mat^ 
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ti^ris.^m the days of King Aitbitr dovnwiircb At 
«b^ lea»l, the Uistcgy cif the diffiw^mt warlike w^ii^ 
pons, «iid anecdofies of the bttlles in whieh they 
hftd been widded. The old nmn ^bmmiy suffer^ 
ed wh^ he was obliged, by repeated ^ueaticmst.to 
t^ the legends (oiftea snffidentiiy afasuid) which 
the traditum c^ the place had assigned to ptrti^ 
cular relics* Far from flourisbuig hb partbao^ 
and aMgmmting the emphasis of his tcm^ as was 
and is the prevailing &shion of these, wai^ike Ci- 
cfacom, it was iscarce possiMe to eiliort from faba 
a Gon^ word amc^miiig those Uqncs on whick 
their infonaaitioii is usually oy erflowing- 

'^ Do yott kiiow^ my friend,'" said the Ih^ke to 
him at last, ^^ I begin to change my mind reifiectc 
ing you. I supposed you must har^e served as a 
Yeoman of the Guard since fahiff King Henry'^s 
t]me> and eipected to hear something from you 
Bbmst the Field of the Cloth of Gold^^^-^nd I 
thought of addng you the colour of Anne BuUenV 
bi»ast*hnot, which cost the Pope three kingdoms ; 
b«it I am afraid you axe but a novice in such re^ 
colkctions of love and chivalry. Art suxe thou 
didst not cre^ into thy warlike office from sofote 
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dark diop in the Tower^Hamlets, and that tbou 
hmt not oonTorted an nnlawfiil measuring-yard 
into that glorious halbert ? — I warrant, thou canst 
not even tell one whom this piece of antique pa- 
m^ly pertained to P"^ 

The Duke pobted at random to a cuirass whidi 
hung amongst others, but was rather remarkaUe 
fran being better cleaned. 

*' I should know that piece of iron,^ said the 
wacder Uuntiy, yet with some change in his voice; 
^^ for I have known a man within side of it who 
would not have endured, half the impertinence I 
have heard spoken to^y.^ 

The tone of the old man, as well as Ae words, 
attcaded the attention of Charles and the Duke 
of Qrmond, who were only two steps before the 
qpeaker. They both stopped, and turned round ; 
the fi>nner saying at the same time,-?-'* How now, 
sirrah ! — ^what answers are these ? — ^What man do 
you speak of ?^ 

*< Of one who is ncme now,^ said the warder, 
'* whatever he may have been.'*' 

*' The old man surdy speaks of himself,^ said 
the Duke of Ormond, closely examining the coun- 
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tenance of the warder, which he in vain endea* 
Youred to turn away. ^ I am sure I Temember 
these features — Are not you my old friend, Ma- 
jor Coleby?'' 

^' I wish your Grace^s memory had been less 
accurate,^ said the old man, colouring deeply, and 
fijung his eyes on the ground. 

The King was greatly shocked. — <* Good God !^ 
he said, ^^ the gallant Migor Coleby, who joined 
us with his four sons and a hundred and fifty men 
at Warrington ! — And is tUs all we could do for 
an old Worcester firiend .^^ 

The tears rushed thick into thex>ld man^s eyes 
as he sidd, in broken accents^ ^' Never mind me, 
sire ; I am well enough here-*a worn-out soldier 
rusting among old armour. Where one old cava- 
lier is bejtter, there are twenty worse. — I am sorry 
your Majesty should know any thing of it,, since 
it grieves you.'* 

With that kindness, which was a redeeming 
point of his character, Charles, while the old man 
was speaking, took the partisan from him with his 
own hand, and put it intQ that of Buckingham, 
saying, '' What Colcby's hand has borne can dis- 
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grace neither youra nor mine, — and you owe him 
this atonement Time has bera with him, that, 
for less provocation, he would have laid it about 
your ears.*** 

The Duke bowed deeply, but coloured with re- 
sentment, and took an immediate opportunity to 
place the weapon carelessly against a pile of arms» 
The King did not observe a contemptuous motion, 
whidi perhaps would not have pleased him, be- 
ing at the moment occupied with the veteran, 
whom he exhorted to lean upon him, as he con- 
veyed him to a seat, permitting no other person 
to assist him. ^' Rest there,^^ he said, ^* my brave 
old friend; and Charles Stuart must be poor in- 
deed if you wear that dress an hour longer. — ^You 
look very pale, my good Coleby, to have had so 
much colour a few minutes since. Be not vexed 
at what Buckingham says, no one minds his folly. 
-—You look worse and worse. Come, come, you are 
too much hurried by this meeting. Sit still*— do 
not rise— -do not attempt to kneel. I command 
you to repose yourself till I have made the round 
of these apartments.'" 
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The old cavalier stooped ius head in ixkesn of 
acquiescence in the command oiPhis Sovereign, hat 
he raised it not again. The tumultuous agitation 
of the moment had been too much for spirits which 
had been long in a state of depression, and health 
which was much decayed. When the Eiiig and his 
attendants, after half an hour^s absence, retamed 
to the spot where they had left the veteran, they 
found him dead, and akeady cold, in the attitude 
of one who has fsXLea easily asleep. The King 
was dreadftilly shocked; and it was with a low and 
faultering voice that he directed the body, in due 
time, to be honourably buried in the Chapel of 
the Tower. He was then silent, until he attained 
the steps in front of the arsenal, where the party 
in attaidance upon his person began to assemble 
at his approach, along with some other persons 
of respectaUe appearance, whom curiosity had at- 
tracted. 

<< This is dreadful,"* said the King. <^ We must 
find some means of relieving the distresses, and 
rewarding the fidelity of our suflering followers, 
or posterity will cry fie upon our memory.^ 
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" Your MajjBsty has had often audi plans agi^ 
tated m your council,^ said Buddngham. 

<' True, 6eoq;e,'' said the King. '' I can safe- 
ly say it is not my finik. I hare thought of it fiir 
yeafs.'' 

^' It cannot be too well considered,^ saidBucki- 
ingfaam ; ^* besides, every year midkes the task of 
refief easier.^ 

'' True/ said the Duke of Omond, '' by di^ 
minishing the nmnber of sufferers. Here is poor 
dd Colel^ will no longer be a burthen to the 
crown. 

'^ You are too severe, my Lord of Ormond,^- 
said the King, ^^ and should respect the feelings 
you trespass on. You cannot suppose that we 
would have permitted this poor man to hdUlsuch 
a situation, had we known of the circumstance ?^ 

*< For God'*8 sake, then, sire,^' said the Duke (^ 
Qrmond, '* turn your eyes, which have just rest- 
ed on the corpse of one old fidend, upon the dis* 
tresses of others. Here is vafiant old Sir Grec^B&ey 
PeverU of the Peak, who fought through the whole 
war, wherever blows were going, and was the last 
man, I bdieve, in England, who laid down his 
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arms — Here is his son, of whom I have the high- 
est accounts as a gallant of spirit, accomplishment, 
and courage — ^Here is the unfortunate House of 
Derby — ^for pity's sake, interfere in behalf of these 
victims, whom the folds of this hydra-plot have 
entangled, in order to crush them to death — ^rebuke 
the fiends that are seeking to devour thieir lives, 
and disappoint the harpies that are gapingfor their 
property. This very day seven-night the unfor- 
tunate family, father and son, are to be brought 
upon trial for crimes of which they are as guiltless, 
I boldly pronounce, as any who stand in this pre- 
sence. For God's sake, sire, let us hope, that 
should the prejudices of the people condemn them, 
as it has done others, you will at last step between 
the blood-hunters and their prey."' 

The King looked, as he really was, exceeding- 
ly perplexed. 

Buckingham, between whom and Ormond there 
existed a constant and almost mortal quarrel, in- 
terfered to effect a diversion in Charles's favour. 
" Your Majesty's royal benevolence,^ he said, 
" needs never want exercise, while the Duke of 
Ormond is near your person. He has his sleeve 

15 
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cut in the old fashion, that he may always have 
store of rained cavaliers stowed in it to produce 
at demand, rare old raw.boned boys, vith Malm- 
sey noses, bald heads, spindle shanks, and merci- 
less histories of Edgehill and Naseby.^ 

'^ My sle^eve is, I dare say, <^an antique cut,'^ 
said Ormond, looking fell at the Duke ; ^' but I 
pin neither bravoes nor ruffians upon it, my Lord 
of Buckingham, as I see fiststened to coats of the 
new mode.^ 

^^ That is a little toe sharp for our presence, 
my lord,^ said the King. 

^' Not if I make ray words good,^ said Ormond 
— ^^ My Lord of Buckingham, will you name tlie 
man you spoke to as you left the boat ?^^ 

" I spoke to no one,"" said the Duke hastily— 
^^ nay, I mistake, I reinember a fellow whispered 
in my ear, that one, who I thought had left Lon- 
don, was still lingering in town. A person whom 
I had business with.*" 

<< Was yon the messenger P^ said Ormond, sin- 
gling out from the crowd who stood in the court- 
yard, a tall dark-looking man, muffled in a large 
cloak, wearing a broad shadowy black beaver hat. 



d by Google 



lis PEVKRIL OP THB PEAK. 

with a long swofd of the Spanish fiiddon — the 
^ery Cokmel, in short, whom Bndii^ham had 
dispatched in qoest of Christian* widi the purpose 
of detaining him in the oountfj. 

When Buckingham's eyes had feUowed the di- 
recdon of Onnoiid''s finger, he could not help 
blushing so deefdy , as to attract the Kii^^s atten- 
tion. 

<< What new firdic is this, Ge<»ge f^ he said. 
^^ Gentlemen, bring that fellow forward. On my 
life, a tmculent looking caitiff, — Hark ye, friend, 
who are you ? If an honest man. Nature has for- 
got to label it upon your countenance. Does none 
here know him ? 



*■ With erery symptom of a Imaye complete. 
If be be honest he's a denlish cheat' " 



^< He is wen known to many, sire,^ replied Op- 
mond ; ** and that he walks in tUs area with his 
neck safe, and his limbs unshackled, is an in- 
stance, amongst many, that we live under the 
sway of the most merciM Prince of Europe.^ 

^' Oddsfisb, who is <he man, my Lord Duke P*" 
said the King. ^^ Your Grace talks mysteries-*- 

4 
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Buckingham blusheg—and the rogue hunself is 
dumb.'' 

** That honest gentlemen, please your Majes- 
ty," replied the Duke of Ormond, " whose mo- 
desty makes him mute, though it cannot make 
him blush, is the notorious Colonel Blood, as he 
calls himself, whose attempt to possess himself of 
your Majesty's royal crown, took place at no very 
distant date in this very Tower of London." 

<^ That exploit is not easily forgotten," said the 
King; *'but that the fellow lives, shews your 
Grace's clemency as well as mine." 

<^ I cannot deny that I was in his hands, sire," 
said Ormond, '^ and had certainly been murdered 
by him, had he chosen to take my life on the spot, 
instead of destining me«^I thank him for the ho- 
nour—to be hanged at Tyburn. I had certainly 
been sped, if he had thought me worth knife or 
pistol, or any thing short of the cord. — Look at 
him, sir ! If the rascal dared, he would say at this 
moment, like Caliban in the play, ^ Ho, ho, I 
would I had done it I*" 

" Why,* oddsfish, he hath a villainous sneer, 
my lord, which seems to say as much ; but, my 
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Lord Duke, we have pardoned him, and so has 
your Grace.*" 

" It would ill have become me,"^ said the Duke 
of^rmond, ^^ to have been severe in prosecu- 
ting an attempt on my poor life, when your Ma- 
jesty was pleased to remit his more outrageous 
and insolent attempt upon your royal crown. But 
I must conceive it as a piece of sovereign and su« 
preme insolence on the part of this blood-thirsty 
bully, by whomsoever he may be now backed, to 
appear in the Tower, which was the theatre of one 
of his villainies, or before me, who was well nigh 
the victim of another."*' 

" It shall be amended in future,*" said the King* 
— " Hark ye, sirrah Blood, if you again presume 
to thrust yourself in the way you have done but 
now, I will have the hangman's knife and your 
knavish ears made acquainted.'" 

Blood bowed, and, with a coolness of impudence 
which did his nerves great honour, he said he had 
only come to the Tower accidentally, to commu- 
nicate with a particular firiend on business of im- 
portance. ^^ My Lord Duke of Buckingham,^' he 
said, ^^ knew he had no other intentions.*" 
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*^ Get you gone, you scoundrelly cut-throat,'^ 
said the Duke, as much impatient of Colonel 
Blood'^s claim of acquaintance as a town-rake of 
the low and blackguard companions of his mid- 
night rambles, when they accost him amidst better 
company ;^^ if you dare to quote my name again, 
I will have you thrown ii\to the Thames-^ 

Blood, thus' repulsed, turned round with the 
most insolent composure, and walked away down 
from the parade, all inen looking at him as at some 
strange and monstrous prodigy, so much was h^ 
renowned for daring and desperate villainy/ Some 
even followed him to' have a better survey of the 
notorious Colonel Blood, like the smaller tribe of 
birds which Iceep fluttering around an owl when 
he appears in the light of the sun. But as in the 
latter case, these thoughtless flutterers are careful 
to keep out of reach of the beak and claws of the 
bird of Minerva, so none of those who followed 
and gazed on Blood as something ominous, cared 
to bandy looks with him, or to endure and return 
the lowering and deadly glataces' which he shot 
from time to time on those who pressed nearei^t to 
him* He stalked on in this manner, like a daimted 
wolf, afraid to stop, yet unwilling to fly, until he 
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reached the Traitors^ gate, and getting on board a 
sculler which wdted for him, he disappeared ftom 
their eyes. 

Charles would fain have obliterated all recol- 
lection of his appearance, by the observation, *^ It 
were shame that such a reprobate scoundrel should 
be the subject of discord between two noblemen of 
distinction f ^ and he recommended to the Dukes 
of Buckingham and Ormond to join hands, and 
forget a misunderstanding which rose on so un- 
lorthy a subject. 

Buckingham ang^ered ci^relessly, "That the 
Duke of Ormond'*s honoured white hairs were a 
sufficient apology for his making the first overtures 
to a reconciliation,^ and he held out his hand ac- 
cordingly. But Ormond only bowed in return, and 
said, ^^ the King had no cause to expect that the 
court should be disturbed by his personal resent- 
ments, since time would not yield him back twenty 
years, nor the grave restore his gallant son Ossory. 
As to the ruffian who had intruded himself tbere, he 
wras obliged to him, since, by shewing that his Ma- 
Jesty^s clemency Extended evein*to the very worst 
of criminals, he strengthened his hopes of obtain, 
ing the Eing^s &vour for such of his innocent 
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friends as were now in prison, and in danger, firem 
the odious charges brought against them on the 
score of the Popish Plot." 

The King made no other answer to this insi- 
nuation than by directing that the company should 
embark for their return to Whitehall ; and thus 
took leave of the officers of the Tower who were 
in attendance, with one of those well-turned com- 
pliments to their discharge of duty, which no man 
knew better how to express, and issued at the same 
time strict and anxious orders for protection and 
defence of the important fortress confided to them, 
and all which it contained. 

Before he parted with Ormond on their arri- 
val at Whitehall, he turned round to him, as one 
who has made up his resolution, and said, '^ Be 
satisfied, my Lord Duke-— our finend^s case shall 
be looked to.'' 

In the same evening the Attorney-General, and 
North, Lord-Chief- Justice of the Common Pleas, 
had orders, with aU secrecy, to meet his Majesty 
that evening on especial ^latters of state^ at the 
apartments of Chiffincb, the centre of all affairs, 
whether of gallantry or business. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Yet, Corah, thou shall from obltvion pass ; 
Erect thyself, thou monumeDtal brass. 
High as the serpent of thy metal made. 
While nations stand secure beneath thy shade ! 

Absalom and AchUophd. 

The morning which Charles had employed in 
visiting the Tower had been very differently oc- 
cupied by those unhappy individuals, whom their 
bad fate, and the singular temper of the times, 
had made the innocent tenants of the state prison 
there, who had received official notice that they 
were to stand their trial in the Court of King^s 
Bench at Westminster, on tl^ seventh succeed- 
ing day. The stout old Cavalier at first only 
railed at the officer for spoiling his breakfast with 
the news, but evinced great feeling when he was 
told that Julian was to be put under the same 
indictment. 
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We intend to dwell only very generally on the 
nature of their trial, which corresponded, in the 
outline, with almost all those which were brought 
during the prevalence of the Popish Plot. That 
is, one or two infamous and peijured evidences, 
whose profession of common informers had be- 
come frightfully lucrative, made oath to the pri- 
soners^ haviiig expressed themselves interested 
in the great confederacy of the Catholics. A 
number of other's brought forward facts or sus- 
picions, affecting the character of the parties as 
honest Protestants and good subjects ; and be- 
twixt the direct and presumptive evidence, enough 
was usually extracted for justifying, to a corrupt- 
ed court and a peijured jury, the fatal verdict of 
Guilty. 

The fury of the people was, however, now be^ 
gun to pass away, exhausted even by its own vio- 
lence. The English nation differ from all others, 
indeed even from those of the sister kingdoms, 
in being very easily sated with punishment, even 
when they suppose it most merited. Other na- 
tions are like the tamed tiger, which, when once 
its native appetite for slaughter is indulged in one 
instance, rushes on in promiscuous ravage. But 
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the Snglbh public have always rather resembled 
what is told of the sleuth^g, which, eager, fierce, 
and clamorous ia pursuit of his prey, desists from 
it so soon as blood is sprinkled upon his path. 

Men^s minds were now beginning to cool — ^the 
character of the evidence was more closely sifted 
-^thdbr testimonies did not in all cases tally— and 
a wholesome suspicion began to be entertained of 
men, who would never say they had made a full 
discovery of all they knew, but avowedly reserved 
some point of evidence to bear on future trials. 

The King also, who had lain pasuve during 
the first burst of popular fury, was now beginning 
to bestir himself, which produced a marked eflPect 
on the conduct of the Crown Counsel, and even 
the Judges. Sir George Wakeman had been ac* 
quitted in spite of Oates^ direct testimony ; and 
public attention was strongly excited concerning 
the event of the next trial, which chanced to be 
that of the Peverils, father and son, with whom, I 
know not from what concatenation, little Hudson 
the dwarf was placed at the bar of the Court of 
Eing^s Bench. 

It was a piteous sight to behold a father and 
son, who had been so long separated, meet under 
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circumstances so melancholy ( and many tears 
were shed, when the majestic old man, for such 
he wa8> though now broken with years, folded his 
son to his bosom, with a mixture of joy, affection, 
and a bitter anticipation of the event of the in- 
cumbent trial. There was a feeling in the Court 
that for a moment overcame every prejudice and 
party feeling. Many spectators shed tears ; and 
there was even a low moaning, as of those who 
weep abud. 

Such as felt themselves sufficiently at ease to 
remark the conduct of poor little Geoffrey Hud- 
son, who was scarce observed amid the prepon- 
derating interest created by his companions in 
misfortune, could not but notice a strong de^ 
gree of mortification on the part of that diminu- 
tive gentleman. He had soothed his great mind 
by the thoughts of playing the character which 
he was called on to sustain, in a manner which 
should be long remembered in that place ; and on 
his entrance, had saluted the numerous specta-^ 
tors, as well as the Court, with a cavalier air, 
which he meant should express grace, high-breed- 
iiV> perfect coolness, with a certain contempt of 
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theissue of their proceedings. But his little person 
was so obscured and jostled aside, on the meet- 
ing of the father and son, who had been brought 
in different boats from the Tower, and placed at 
the bar at the same moment, that his distress and 
his dignity were alike thrown into the back-ground , 
and attracted neither sympathy nor admiration. 

The dwarPs wisest way to attract attention, 
would have been to remain quiet, when so re- 
markable an exterior would certainly have recei- 
ved in its turn the share of public notice which 
he so eagerly coveted. But when did personal 
vanity listen to the suggestions of prudence .^— 
Our impatient friend scrambled, with some diffi- 
culty, on the top of the bench intended for his 
seat ; and there, " paining himself to stand a-tip- 
toe,'' like Chaucer's gallant Sir Chaunticlere, he 
' challenged the notice of the audience as he stood 
bowing and claiming acquuntance of his name- 
sake, Sir Geoffrey the larger, with whose shoul- 
ders, notwithstanding his elevated situation, be 
was scarcely yet upon a level. 

The taller Knight, whose mind was very much 
otherwise occupied, took no notice c^ these ad- 
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t 

vfflioes upon the dwarTs part, but sat down with 
the strong determination rather to burst his heart 
than evince any symptoms of weakness before 
Roundheads and Presbyterians; under whidi 
obnoxious epithets, being too old-fashioned to 
find out party designations of a newer date, he 
comprehended all persons concerned in his jHre- 
sent trouble. 

By Sir Geoffrey the larger^s change of posi- 
tion, his face was thus brought on a level with 
that of Sir Geoffrey the less, who had an oppor- 
tunity of pulling him by the cloak. He of M ar- 
tindale Castle, rather mechanically than consci- 
ously, turned his head towards the large wrinkled 
visage, which, struggling between an assumed air 
of easy importance, and an anxious desire to be 
noticed, was grimacing within a yard of him. But 
neither the singular physiognomy, the nods and 
smiles of greeting and recognition into which it 
was wreathed, nor the strange little form by 
which it was supported, had at that moment the 
power of exciting any recollections in the dd 
Knight^s mind ; and having stared for a moment 
at the poor little man, his bulky name-sake turn- 
ed away his head without farther notice. 
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JulianPeveril, the dwarTs morerecent acquaint- 
ance, had, even amid bisown anxiousfeelings, room 
for sympathy with thoseof bis little &Uow sufferer. 
Whenever he discovered that he was at the same 
terrible bar with himself^ although he could not 
conceive how their causes came to be conjoined, 
he acknowledged him by a hearty shake of the 
hand, which the old man retumec[ with affected 
dignity and real gratitude. " Worthy youth," 
he said, << thy presence is restorative, like the 
nepenthe of Homer, even in this syncop^ of our 
mutual fate. I am concerned to see that your 
father hath not the same alacrity of soul as that 
of ours, which are lodged within smaller com- 
pass ; and that he hath forgotten an ancient com- 
rade and fellow sojdier, who now stands beside 
him to perform, perhaps, their last campaign." 

Julian briefly replied, that his father had much 
to occupy him. But the little man— >who, to do 
him justice, cared no more (in his own phrase) for 
imminent danger or death, than he did for the 
puncture of a fleams proboscis— -did not so easily 
renounce the secret object of his ambiUoo, which 
was to acquire the notice of the large and lofty Sir 
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Geofirey Peveril, who, being at least three inches 
taller than his son, was in so far possessed of 
that superior excellence, which the poor dwarf, 
in his secret soul, valued before all other distinc- 
tions, although, in his conversation, he was con- 
stantly depreciating it. '^ Good comrade and 
namesake,^ he proceeded, stretching out his hand, 
so as again to reach the elder Peverirs cloak, << I 
forgive your want of reminiscence, seeing it is 
long since I saw you at Naseby, fighting as if you 
had as many arms as the fabled Briareus.'" 

The Knight of Martindale, who had again 
turned his head towards the little man, and had 
listened, as if endeavouring to make something 
out of his discourse, here interrupted him with 
a peevish ** Psha T 

" Psha !^ repeated Sir Geofirey the less. 
" Psha is an expression of slight esteem,—- nay, 
of contempt,-*in all languages ; and were this a 
befitting place '^ 

But the Judges had now taken their places, 
the criers called silence, and the stem voice of 
the Lord-Chief-Justice (the notorious Scroggs) 
demanded what the oflicers meant by pesmitting 
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the accused to communicate together in opetk 
court. 

It may here be observed, that this celebrated 
personage was, upon the present occasion, at a 
great loss how to proceed. A calm, dignified, ju- 
dicial demeanour, was at no time the characteris- 
tic of his official conduct. He always ranted and 
roared either on the one side or the other ; and 
of late, he had been much unsettled which side 
to take, being totally incapable of any thing re^ 
sembling impartiality. At the first trials for the 
Plot, when the whole stream of popularity ran 
against the accused, no one had been so loud as 
Scroggs ; — to attempt to impeach the character of 
Oates or Bedlowe, or any other leading witness, 
he treated as a crime more heinous than it' would 
have been to blaspheme the Gospel on which 
they had been sworn — ^it was a stifling of the 
Plot, or discrediting of the King'^s witnesses-^a 
crime not greatly, if at all, short of high treason 
against the King himself. 

But, of late, a new light had begun to ghmmer 
upon the understanding of this interpreter of the 
laws. Sagacious in the signs of the times, he be- 
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gan to see that the tide was turning ; and that 
court favour at least, and probably popular opi- 
nion also, were likely, in a short time, to de- 
dare against the witnesses, and in favour of the 
accused. 

The opinion which Scroggs had hitherto en- 
tertained of the high respect in which Shaftes- 
bury, the patron of the Plot, was held by Charles, 
had been definitively shaken by a whisper from 
bis brother North to the following effect : ^^ His 
Lordship has no more interest at court than your 
footman.'' ^ 

This notice, from a sure hand, and received 
but that morning, had put the Judge to a sore 
dilemma ; for, however indifferent to actual con- 
sistency, he was most anxious to save appearances. 
He could not' but recollect how violent he had 
been on former occasions in favour of these prose^ 
cutions; and being sensible at the same time that 
the credit of the witnesses, though shaken in the 
opinion of the more judicious, was, amongst the 
bulk of the people out of doors, as strong as ever, 
he had a difficult part to play. His conduct, 
therefore, during the whole trialj^^ resembled the 

18 
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appearance of a vessel about to go upon another 
tack, when her sails are shiveriiig in the wind, 
ere thej have yet caught the impulse which is 
to send her forth in a new direction. In a word, 
he was so uncertain which side it was his interest 
to favour, that he might be said on that occasion 
to have come nearer a state of total impartiality 
than he was ever capable of attaining, whether 
before or afterwards. This was shewn by his 
bullying now the accused, and now the witnesses, 
like a mastiff too much irritated to lie still with- 
out baying, but uncertain whom he shall first 
bite. 

The indictment was then read ; and Sir Geof- 
frey Feveril heard, with some composure, the 
first part of it, which stated him to have placed 
his son in the household of the Countess of 
Derby, a recusant Papist, for the purpose of 
aiding the horrible and blood-tlursty Fopsh Plot 
—-with having had arms and ammunition con- 
cealed in his house— and with receiving a blank 
commission from the Lord Stafford, who had 
suffered death on account of the Plot But when 
the charge want on to state that he had com- 
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municated for the same purpose with GeofFrey 
Hudson, sometimes called Sir Geoffrey Hudson^ 
now, or fitftnerly, iu the domestic service of the 
Queen Dowager, he looked at his companion 
as if he suddenly recalled him to remembrance, 
and broke out impatiently, ^^ These lies are too 
gross to require a moment'^s consdderation. I 
might have had enough of intercourse, though in 
nothing but what was loyal and innocent, with my 
noUe kinsman, the late Lord Stafford— -I will call 
him so in spite of his misfortunes-— and with my 
wffe'^s relation, the Honourable Countess of Der« 
by. But what likelihood can there be that I 
should have collogued with a decrepit buffoon^ 
with whom I never had an instant's communica* 
tion, save once at an Easter feast, when I whis^^ 
tied a hornpipe, as he danced on a trencher, to 
amuse the company ?'^ 

The rage of the poor dwarf brought tears in 
his eyes, while, with an affected laugh, he said, 
that instead of those juvenile and festive pas- 
sages. Sir Geoffrey Peveril might have remem* 
bered his charging along with him at Wiggan- 
Lane. 

VOL. IV, I 
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^* On mf word,** said Sir Geoffrey,' after n itio^ 
mentis r^colltfifetion, ** I will do you judtiee, Mas- 
ter Hudsmv— I believe you were Utere-^ithiok 
I heard you did goCni serviee. But you wiil aU 
low you might have beeii near one; witbout his 
seeing you,^' ' - ., r 

A sort of titter ran through the court »at the 
sim|3licity of the larger Sir Seofl&ey^s tesritncMiy, 
which the dwarf endeavoured to control, by standU 
)ng bn his fipt6es, and looking fi^ceiy aroiimd^ 
a^ if to admonish the laughers that they indulged 
thdir'miiith at their own peril. > Bat perceivkig 
that thi«.t)nly Excited farther sciorn^' he composed 
himself int^ a semblance of careless contempt^* ob* 
serving, with a smile; that'nobne fearedthe glance 
of a chain^ lion ; a magnifioeitt siraiie, which 
rather' increased than clitninisbed the mirth of 
those who heard' it. 

Against Julian Peveril there fa^^ed not to be 
charged the aggravated fact, th^t he had been 
bearer of letters between the Countess of Derby 
and other Papists and priests, engaged in the 
univcrsai, treasonable conspiracy of the Catho* 
lies ; and the assault of the house at Moultrassie* 
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HaU,«-«*iiirifth his skirmish with Chiffioch, and his 
asMult, as it was termed^ on the person of Jolin 
Jeakins, servant of the Duke of Buckit^faani) 
were atl narrated at length, as so many op^n 
and. overt acts of treasonable import* To this 
charge Peverii contented himself with pleading— 
Not G^iilty. ^ 

His little companion was not satisfied mSh so 
simple a plea; lor. when he heard it read, as a 
part of the charge applying to.him^ that he bad 
receiiTed from an agent of the Plot a blaak com. 
misfiioQ as Colonel of a regiment of grenad^ears,^ 
he replied, in wrath and scornf.tbat if Goliah of 
Gath had c^me to him with such a proposaJ, and 
proffered him the command of the whole sons, of 
Anak m a body, he should never have had oc< 
casion or opportunity to repeat the temptation 
to another. ^^ I would have sliun him,^ said the 
valiant little man of loyalty, ^^ even where he 
stood;' 

. The charge was stated an^w by the Counsel 
for the Crown; and forth came the notorious 
Docto Oates, rustling in the full silken canoni-. 
cals of pnesthood, for it was at a time when he 
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affected no small dignity of exterior decoration 
and deportment. 

This singular man, who, aided by the obscure 
intrigues of the Catholics themselves, and the 
fortuitous circuinstance of Godfrey's murder, had 
been able to cram down the public throat such a 
mass of absurdity as his evidence amounts to, 
bad no other talent for imposture than an impu- 
dence which set conviction and sliame alike at 
defiance. A man of sense or reflection, by trying 
to give his plot an appearance of more probabi- 
lity, would most likely have failed, as wise men 
often do in addressing the multitude, from not 
daring to calculate upon the prodigious extent of 
their credulity, especially where the figments pre- 
sented to them involve the fearful and the ter- 
rible. 

Oates was by nature choleric ; and the credit 
he had acquired made him insolent and conceit* 
ed. Even his exterior was portentous. A fleece 
of white periwig shewed a most uncouth visage, 
of great length, having the mouth, as the organ 
by use of which he was to rise to eminence, 
placed in the very centre of the countenance^ 
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and exhibiting to tlie aBtonished spectator as 
much chin below as there was nose and brow 
above the aperture. His pronunciation, too, was 
after a conceited fashion of his own, in which he 
accented the vowels in a manner altogether pe- 
culiar to himself 

This notorious personage, such as we have 
described him, stood forth on the present trial, 
and delivered his astonishing testimony concern- 
ing the existence of a Catholic Plot for subver- 
sion of the government and murder of the King, 
in the same general outline in which it may be 
found in every English history. But as the Doctor 
always had in reserve some special piece of evi- 
deilce a£Pecting those immediately on trial, he was 
pleased, on the present occasion, deeply to incul- 
pate the Countes&of Derby. "He had seen,'' as he 
said, ^^ that honourable lady when he was at the 
Jesuits' College at Saint Omers. She had sent for 
him to an inn, or avbergej as it was there term- 
ed — ^the sign of the Golden Lamb ; and had or- 
dered him to breakfast in the same room with 
her ladyship; and afterwards told him, that, 
knowing how he was trusted by the Fathers of the 
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Society, she was detennined that be should have 
share of her secrets also ; and therewithal, that 
she drew from her bosom a broad sharp-pointed 
knife, such as butchers kill sheep unthal, and 
demanded of him what be thought of it for the 
purpose ; and when he, the witness, said for what 
purpose, she rapt him on the fingers with her 
fan, called him a dull fellow, and said it was de- 
signed to kill the King with. 

Here Sir Geoffrey Peveril could no longer re- 
frain his indignation and surprise. '^ Mercy of 
Heaven !^ he said, ^^ did ever one hear of ladies 
of quality carrying butchering knives about them, 
and telling every scurvy companion she meint 
to kill the King with them ? — Gentlemen of the 
Jury, do but think if this is reasonable — though, 
if the villain could prove by any honest evidence, 
that my Lady of Derby ^ver let such a scum as 
himself come to speech of ber, I would believe 
all he can say.^ 

" Sir Geoffrey,^ s^d the Judge, " rest you 
quiet— You must not fly out-— passion helps you 
not here— the Doctor must be suffered to pro- 
ceed." 
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Doctpr pates went on to state^ how the lady 
compIaiQed of the wrongs the Derby had sustain^ 
ed from the King, and the opprei^sion of her re-i 
ligion, and boasted of the schemes of the Jesuits 
and seminary priests ; and how they would be 
furthered by her noble kinsmah of the house of 
Stanley. He finally averred that both the Count- 
ess and the Fathers of the seminary abroad^fouiid^ 
cd much upon the talents and courage of Sir Geof- 
frey Peveril and his. son— the latter, of whom was 
a member x>f her family. Of Hudson, he only 
recollected baving heard one of the fathers say, 
that although but a dwarf in stature, he would 
prove a g^nt in the cause of the. Church.'^ 

. When he had ended his evidence, there was a 
pause, until the Judge, as if the thought had 
suddenly occurred to him, demanded of Doctor 
Oates, whether he had ever vientioned the name 
of the Countess of Derby in any of the previous 
informations which he bad lodged beforc the 
Privy Council, igid elsewhere, upon this a^r ? 

Oates seemed rather surprised at the question, 
and coloured with anger, as he answered, in his 
peculiar mode of pronunciation^ " Whoy, no, 
raaay laard.'' 
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^^ And pray. Doctor,^' said the Judge, ^^ how 
came so great a revcaler of mysteries as you have 
lately proved, to have suffered so material a cir^ 
cumstance as the accession of this powerful fami- 
ly to the Plot to have remained undiscovered P^^ 

^^ Maay kard,^ said Oates, with much ef* 
frontery, <^ aye do not come here to have my 
evidence questioned as touching the Plaat."" 

^^ I do not question your evidence^ Doctor,'*^ 
said Scroggs, for the time was not arrived that 
he dared treat him roughly ; <' nor do I dcnibt 
the esdstenee of the Plaai, since it is your plea*- 
sure to swear to it. I would only have you,, for 
your own sake, and the satisfaction of all good 
Protestants, ^plain why you have kept back such 
a weighty point <^ iaf<»rmation from the King and 
country.'" 

^< Maay laard,"" said Oates, << I will tell you 
m, pretty fable.*" 

'^ I hope,^ answered the Judge, ^^ it may be 
the first and last which you shall tell in that 
place.'^ 

^* Maay iaard,'' continued Oates, " there was 
once a faux, who having to carry a goose over a 
fraazen river, and being afraid the ice would not 
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bear him and his booty, did caarry aaver a staane, 
my laard, in the first instaance, to prove the 
strength of the aice.^ 

*^ So your former evidence was but the stone, 
and now, for the first time, you have brought us 
the goose ?^ saidSir William Scroggs; ** to tell us 
thb. Doctor, is to make geese of the Court and 
Jury.** 

^* I desoire your laardship^s honest construc- 
tion,^ said OateB, who saw the current changing 
against him, but was determined to pay the score 
with ^rontery. *< All men knaw at what coast 
and praice I have givai my evidence, which has 
been always, under Gaad, the means of awaken- 
ing this poor naation to the daangerous state 
m which it staunds. Many here knaw that I 
have been obliged to faartify my ladging at White- 
bi^ against the bloody Papists. It was not to be 
thought that I should have brought all the story 
out at aanc6« I think your wisdom would have 
advised me otberwise.^^ 

^* Nay, Doctor,^ said the Judge, '< it is not for 
me to direct yiMi in this affair ; and it is for the 
Jury to believe you or not ; and as fen* myself, I 
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sit here to do jUBtice to bolh-^the Jiury ha^e 
heard your answer to my question.'** (. 

Doctor Oates retired from the witness-box, 
reddening like a turkey-cock, m one tot^Iy un- 
used to have sirch accounts questioned- ieis be 
chose to lay before the courts of justice ; and there 
was, perhaps for the first tisne, amongst th^ coun« 
sel and solicitors, as well as the templars and stu- 
dents of law there present^a munnar,\dist»nct and 
audible, unfovourable to the character of the 
grettt father of the Popish Plot 

Everett and Dangerfieldy with whom tbereader 
is already "acquainted, wcne tfaencalled in eucces- 
sion to sustain the aooui^tion. They were^iiubor- 
dinate informers^^-a sort of und^-spur-leathers, 
as the cant term went— who followed the path of 
Oates, with all deference to his superior genius and 
niTention,and made thebown fictions chiiie in and 
harmonize with bis^ as well as their talents could 
devise. Bjut as their evidence bad at no time re- 
ceived the full credence into which the impudence 
of Oates had cajoled the public, so they now be- 
gan to fall into discredit rather more hastily than 
their prototype, as the superadded turrets of an 
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ilUoonatnicted biulding are nalurally the first to 
give way. 

It. was in vain that Bverett, with the }M«oi8ion 
of a hypocrite, and Dangei^eld, with the audacity 
«f a bully, narrated, with added circumstances of 
auspimon and criminality, their meeting with Ju- 
lian Feveril in Liverpool, and again at Martin- 
dde Castku . 1z was in vain they described the 
anns asd accoutiaements which they pretended to 
have discovered in old Sir Geoffrey ^s possession ; 
and that they gave a most dreadful account of 
the escape of the younger Feveril from Moul- 
tra8sie4Hall, by means of an armed force. 

The Jury listened coldly, and it waa visible that 
they were but little moved by the accusation ; 
especially as the Judges always professing his be- 
lief in the Plot, and his xepX for the Protestant 
religioR, was ever and anon r^mindii^ them that 
presumplioiis were no proofs<^that hearsay was 
no evidence-*that those who made a trade of dis- 
covery were likely to aid their researches by in- 
vention-p-<and that without doubting the guilt of 
the unfortunate persons at the bar, he would 
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gladly hear some evidence brought against them 
of a different nature. ^^ Here we are. told of a 
riot and an escape achieved by the younger Pe- 
veril, at the house of a grave and worthy magis- 
trate, known, I think, to most of us. ,Why, Mas- 
•ter Attorney, bring ye not Master Bridgenorth 
himself to prove the fact, or all his household, if 
it be necessary ?-— A rising in arms is an affair 
over public to be left on the hearsay tale of these 
two men— though Heaven forbid that I should 
suppose they speak one word more than they be- 
lieve i They are the witnesses for the Kingu^-and 
what is equally dear to us, the Protestant religion 
'—and witnesses against a most foul and heathen- 
ish Plot. On the other hand, here is a worship- 
ful old knight, for such I must suppose him to 
be, since he has bled often in battle for the King 
— such, I must say, I suppose him to be, until he 
is proved otherwise. And here is his son, a hope^ 
f ul young gentleman — we must see that they have 
right. Master Attorney.'^ 

*< Unquestionably, my lord," answered the At- 
torney. *^ God forbid else ! But we will make 
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out these matters against these unhappy gentle- 
men in a manner more close, if your lorddiip will 
permit us to bring in our evidence.'*^ 

^^ (xo on, Master Attorney,^ said the Judges 
throwing himself back in his seat ^* Heaven for* 
bid I hinder proving the King^s accusation i I 
only say, what you know as well as I, that de non 
apparentibusetnon ewisietMbus eadeni esi ratio.'^ 

<< We shall then call Master Bridgenorth, as 
your lordship advises, who I think is in wait«» 
ing.'' 

^^ No !^ answered a v€»ce from the crowd, ap- 
parently that of a female ; *' he is too wise and too 
honest to be faere.^ 

The voice was distinct as that of Lady Fairw 
fax, when she expressed herself to a similar effect 
on the trial of Charles the First; but the re* 
searches which were made on the present occa- 
sion to discover the speaker were unsuccessful. 

After the slight confusion occaaoned by this 
circumstance was abated, the Attorney, who had 
been talking adde with the conductors of the pro^ 
secution, said, ^^ Whoever favoured us with that 
information, my lord, had good reason for what 
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they said. Master Bridgeiiorth has beeome, I 
am told, suddenly mTisible mace this monring.'^ 

*^ Look you there bow. Master Attorney,^ said 
the Judge— '^ This comes of not keeping the 
crown witnesses togeth^ and in readiniess»-^I am 
sure I cannot he^i the conaequenoea.^ 

♦* Nor I dtber,niyloni,^snd the Attorney^pct- 
tedly. ^^ I could have proved by this wurshipful 
gentleman. Master JusUce Bridgenortb, the an- 
cient friendship betwixt this party. Sir Geoi&rey 
Peveril, and the Countess of Derby, of whose do* 
ings and intentions Doctor Oates has giyen such 
a deliberate evidence. I could have proved his 
having sheltered her in his castle agdinst a pro- 
cess of law, and rescued her, by force of arms, 
from this very Justice Bridgenorth, not without 
actual vicdcnee. Mooreover, I could have proved 
against young Pev^il the whole affray charged 
upon him by the same wonliipful evidenoe."*^ 

Here the Judge stuck his thumbs into bis. 
girdle, which was a £avourite attitude of his on 
such occasions, and exclaimed, ^^ Pshaw, pshaw, 
Master Attomey-^Tell me not that you could 
have proved this, and you eculd have proved 
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tbatfOr that) or thifr*— Prove wbiit you will, but 
let it be through the mouths of your evidence. 
Men ore not to be liaked out of their lives by the 
rough side of a lawyer''^ tongue.^ 

*^ Nor is a foul Plot to be smothered^"' said the 
Attorney, *' for all the haste your lordship is in. 
I oannot call Master Chiffinch neither, as' he is 
employed en the EiDg'^s espedbU affairs, as I am 
this instamt certiorated from the «oiirt at White- 
hall.^ . 

'^ Produce the papers, then, Master Attorney, 
of which this youi^ man is said to be the bearer,^ 
said tlie Judge. 

• «*< They are befo9<e tlie Privy Council^ my 
Wd." 

" Then why do you found on them here ?" said 
the Judge^*-^^ This is something like trifling wiiii 
the eourt. 

*^ Sinco your lordship gives it that name,**^ said 
the Attorney, sitting down in a huff, ^^ you may 
manage the cause as you will.^ 
. ♦^ If you do not bring more evidence, I pray 
you to charge the Jury,*" said the Judge. . . 

^> i shall not take the trouble to do so^^'said the 

18 
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Crown Counsel. '< I see plainlj how the matter 
is to ga^^ 

*^ Nay, but be better advised,^ said Scruggs. 
<< Consider, your case is but half proved respeoU 
ing tbe two Peverils, and doth not pinch on the 
little man at all, saving that Doctor Oates said 
that he was in a certain case to prove a giant, 
which seems no very probaUe Popish rotrade.^> 

This sally oceasicmed a laugh in Che oourt^ 
which the Attorney-General seemed to take ia 
great dudgeon. 

<^ Master Att(»iiey,^ said Oates, who always 
interfered in the management of these law-suits^ 
'^ this is a plain and absolute giving away of the 
cause-^I'must needs say it, a mere stoifling of 
the Plaat.'* 

" Then the devil who bred it may blow wind 
into it again, if he lists,"^ answered the Attorney^- 
Gen^til ; and, flinging down bis brief, he left the 
court, as in a huff with all who were concerned in 
the affair. 

The Judge having obtained silence, for a mur- 
mur arose in the court when the Counsel for the 
prosecution threw up his brief, began to charge 
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the Jury, balancing, as he had done throughout 
the whole day, the diiFerent opinions by which he 
seemed alternately swayed. He protested on his 
salvation that he had no more doubt of the exist-' 
ence oS the horrid and damnable conspiracy call- 
^'d the Popish Plot, than he had of the treachery 
of Judas Iscariot ; and that be considered Oates 
as the instrument under Providence of preserving 
the nation from all the miseries of his Migesty^s 
assassination, and of a second Saint Bartholomew, 
acted in the streets of London. But then he 
stated it was the candid construction of the law 
of England, that the worser the erime, the more 
strong should be the evidence. Here was the case 
of accessories tried, whibt their principal, for 
such he should call the Countess of Derby, was 
unconvicted and at large ; and for Doctor Oates, 
he had but spoke of matters which personally 
applied to that noble lady, whose words, if she 
used such in passion, touching aid which she ex- 
pected in some treasonable matters from these Pe- 
verils, and from her kinsmen, or her son's kinsmen, 
of the House of Stanley, may have been but a 

VOL, iv^ K 



d by Google 



}#6 Bfi«BttIIil0rF19HH'C£iVlCi 

of courage itxidof iCidhoSc efldttM^iWbmfppmtdi 

dtd^iHcinoiirai^ Soi^edcW af^lR^^l^f^iia 
$odl9if^eQl^iJr^U)dbJdr^litei»&^4^^ 
«ta^iu«rb nUiiM^ioiiklliing fttbiidlilil^bitto 
ldibiijA»fei}iwiub die ^^Ll^hi^G^fiftS^ifjilli^xi^ 

sii»d)ImiAv'ibiil)fim(pecmI(iil:^ 
things happen, 8ifidi.lAii^ii[i^^bbrptbi^^|'JttiM 
tliatlyfiacHiid K^^d«iniii^li^iiotno»lbfee^4lS^m 
£origmiittel^gnul(aitoii8lj?;tr Toi!u£ii^itM»^f}i4'f 

utTfi^ her obodmuad^ ^^ lie ^ouM «dti(ftii^¥im^f¥ai( 
aiahadiywiofivu^piifion agjdiQ^mhin^uiV^aiiiiraifll^ 
tbdugbtso akordv«i a creature woald tHiflQM Mntx 
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1^9«.9RipkA9^ i|;ftrMtctfi^»^fOgB^ecbiBl;)8bmo 
4^i^»iivvilk/9^n^fafi tbeilialleitilBim 1^ 

;]M^9)rfi^ ixlAimMat^ fagriiseibatam ^eil^nil 

wh(^i MWl ith^ iftliitfll an^l'^oniibliffiiiafr Itbfiin|f|It«3 

lN?aAP^i9Vtelid;thfftr Ibaiids^ At) tt^impodiKlittld Spgu 
9lkuontiiA;)l#ri]^iwh0yili;(fia addog^iiwBeiy/pbeffan^ 
atiial ttoulbrjjlieotteyjluuliati. lasb <8ifli9ceedcijvi^<kh 
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stretching himself up to them and whimpering at 
the same time, to secure to himself a portion of 
their sympathy and gratulation. 

Such was the singular termination of this trial. 
Charles himself was desirous to have taken con- 
siderable credit with the Duke of Ormond for 
the evasion of the law, which had been thus ef- 
fected by his private connivance ; and was both 
surprised and mortified at the coldness with 
which his Grace replied, that he was rejoiced at 
the poor gentlemen^s safety, but would rather 
have had the King redeem them like a pruice, 
by his royal prerogative of mercy, than that his 
Judge should convey them out of the power of 
the law, like a juggler with his cups and balls,, 
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CHAPTER VII. 



> On fair ground 



I could beat forty of them. 



It doobdesfi occurred to many Aat tretie pre- 
iait at tlie trial we have desaibed, that it ifw ma- 
naged in a singular manner, and that the ^uar- 
tAj irUch hAd the appearance of haybg taken 
pUce between the Court and the Crown Counsel, 
might proceed from some private understanding 
betwixt them, the object of which was the miscar- 
riage of the accusation. Yet though such under- 
hand dealing was much suspected, the greater part 
6f the audience, being well-educated and intdli- 
gent, had ahready suspected the bubble of the Po- 
pish Plot, and were glad to see that accusations, 
founded on what had already cost so much blood, 
could be evaded in any way. But the crowd, who 
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'' If he could be -m^Skj^S^^j^tSmH^'^hf 
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^ sHape^tofru ^mlt^ fiiJi^ndi Au^flhf^ wv;^cpq^i^ 
them doubtless with impatieiiiQcvn^iiljiifn^^JI^ 



QitfrqJbi^ to'^k dais Ui»p«H;^ct€4'b^pg![.1|^^fjV^ 

The dwatf re^stered this welLnmaQtrTjOijaqo^^ 

tion^ along with the unhappy re^wi^^&ceici^^ 
trenchcpr^Jtow^^ ^•liwjeyiejf tupD»/4iqijjWi'fppnmt 

,UVndit]bii3,diey ^a}lj|9dffrwi.<«I»etb^,,^^t|(;t^g 
geo^rAJ^ ebs^jfrtioni>both (&p^4Hii?i€f1^i99«iBces 
in whil^th^ hsA m(As9oM^,fmiM^mrfihf^ 

t^mmWT^¥S»^ a^.^.V^ ^^tlH|,Ju»^,rTempJftTex- 
pres^ it,..tor.*fte.tbiiftqj 4Qgri9esrrpf .c%ii|p|u#qi^ 
L^MTge,. li*e$80r^ Xeasif . i JBut ih^y ti|a4. wl p»»d 
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fiir^6iig the dtreet, when Julian perceiv^y that 
more maleyolent passions than mete cariosity be^ 
gan to actaate the crowd, which followed, and, m 
it were, dogged thdr ihotibns. * 

. ^' There go the Papist cut-throats, tantivy for 
RomeT said one fdlow. 

" Tantiry to Whitehall, you mean r said aiio* 
ther. 

*^ Ah ! the blood-thirsty Tillaind !"* cried a wo- 
man : ^^ Shame, one of them should be st^fered to 
Uve, after poor Sir Edmondbury's cruel murder***' 

^^ Out upon the mealy-mouthed juiy^ that' turn* 
ed out the bloodhotmds on an innocent town r 
cried anodier. 

In short, the tumult thidcened, and the wcitd 
began to pass among the more desperate, ^' Lamb 
them, lads ; lamb them !''-^a cant phrase of the 
time, derived from die fate of Dr Lambe, an as- 
tr6t4fger and quadk, who was knocked on the head 
by the rabble in Chalrles the First^s time. 

Julian began to be much alarmed at these symp- 
toms of violence, and regretted that they had not 
gone down to the city by wiater. It was^now too 
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tote totbink «f thftfe mode of retceating, and he 
therefore requested his fiith^r in a whisper to walk 
steadily forward towards Charing Cross, taking 
no notice of the insults which might be cast upon 
them, while the steadiness of their pace and ap- 
pearance might prevent the rabble from resortipg 
to. actual violence. The execution of this prudent 
resolution was prevented after they had passed ibi^ 
palace, by the hasty disposition o( the. eld^ Sir 
Geoffirey, and the no less choleric temper of GUI- 
fiidua Minimus, who bad a soul which spumed 
all oddg, as well of numbers as of size. 

^^Nowamurrain take the knaves, with t)ieir hplr 
lowing and whooping,"' said the larger knight ^ ^^)yf 
this day, if I could but light on a wefqpo% ]( wqu)d 
cudgel reason and loyalty into some of their car- 
cases T 

*^ And I also,^' said the dwarf, who was tpili|)g 
to keep up with the longer strides of his Cfmp^^ 
nions, and therefore spoke in a very pthisical tone, 
<< I also will cudgel the plebeian knaves beyond 
measure— he !— hem I"^ 

Among the crowd who thronged around them, 
impeded, and did all but assault them, was a mis- 
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dbamoi^M gboemalBeiiSB tippBentiaey iffcpyliBark!g>ti iia 
unlucky vaunt of thb mSbtatiBtinu^twtfM kikji 
^BM;pfmff'him4m:hh^^ wIuBfiHie 

wiftaifasn^aa^ honidha ilterbwdiec^lfifn adtgrinukk 
di0 dUbtkr'^gbnfeleniiin^^lilyfc arer^ U»' ejted) >. QPhis 
dtK^bifvfdinffixndtoad ikArfblertod&cbvieir^themisdnii 
dnt.haH gken Miii tSsmctBaAoe^'Sew triUuindtittd- 
tbrer Miilbitum againi^ tl» Ug^est ^ibBov i& idie 
cniawd^'Vbo i%ceivedtiie<m8e«! #ith akaid: bii^ tlift 
Mpmacb, -whicdi inade the p6ov ijttleclrMiijfioiif x^l 
tatekmo ^u(' cdiApaMo]|6; Whey yitkr^ nbv a^Mlt' 

mil 4^«ir '^^offi^i^ tlderdfiifg^,; tov4fi«ed' th«f tMb 
iMdbriilioida liJi{)pen fa^^i( lyd^A'd^a mitl^ 

iirail4anifo9dj irhk^li4>lNra»d&td^^tb'tIiefMi 

teeadfi tb^ftniiMar pra«3ti(« ofn^ttig'fib^l4 ^Mri^ 

totd%r&a(i^pedee;(^<^1a«dc^ 

ami t}mt<ihi^>i^efe'at*iU;kii)g*itu^li|iy«(^jidtei^ 
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-orTWlidir thsyf dispIa]neArdikn[dQBK>ii8tfal^ 
defiooifceytlie xmlmriiidiillt nlbblB(ai finit/inide'tof 
Vflifls tbeoDi^tf sQigretl;(iis^aitlirdW'cbwil.iAbiiil4 
fartioiBtei diviarfy ^o ivroiild iiAm bfiatrtaibplcd'tt) 
clfiaih(initbeBCiifflfl^liad>mb hia^stoivb^^UjIainfo 
atbe oleared Ae^irMpaA oitxvd'fi30f»flWtttr)ttni wA. 
•(few ibudshe$t6f U8fiiiea|K>]l9>8iid9eiflilig diiMthd 
fo]k» ob|aflttifiool>; .jiut.I^m.ioufl lof idtrnger^'^exaqM 
{«^'i«ua0tk»)vb3r ^uHlleidy placrmgiladmoaitiMI 

|wrfitjvln<^^ri»ft<dl6pl6|^<idbiibaae^ffa^ Aimrfaififfinilii 
ly)im^UiibA(m fUti*iipiaP)a]id taargb^, ji|id^anrnii| 
]|i|Md]£.irkhithe)^«^) fitood)ra0ftingr:]jlfi^^ 
t|k^o(lifni»t/tb«r&befir«ti4fky»iibF t;bo(jp«>f)l0)iil 
t^)6lr^ ^f.f a/mul}b/doUgh4cKl ^HkUbf gmt bfetam. 
t||g«b AhMil^^Aliifddondly.ixf biiffiniftLdilwhoivrenib 

aH i(i9^pQfftlitoljMrIaAeiim^iBMSt>pisl1^ 

might easily have extricated themselves from the 
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nibble by thdbr own exertiimsy could they <bave 
thought of leaving the mannikm in the forlorn u- 
tuation> in vhich, to every eye but his own, ha 
stood like a disuntttive puppet, set out with swDid 
Mid taiget as a fencing-master's sign* 

Sttaes und sticks began now to fly very dttek, 
and the crowd, notwithstanding the exertions df 
1^ Peverils to disperse than with as little ham 
as possible, seined deibtfmkaied on mischief, when 
some gendemen who had been at the trial, un- 
derstanding that the prisoners who had been jmt 
acquitted were in dang^ of being murd^ed 1^ 
the populace, drew thek 8w<n^, and made fbr- 
ward to effect their rescue, which was completed 
by a small party of the King's Life Guards, wl|o 
had been disp^ched &om their ordinary post ^ 
alann, upon intelligeAee of what was passing. 
When this uhexpeeted rdmfqrcement arrived, the 
eld jolly Knight at once recognised, amidst the 
eties of those who then entered upon action, sonke 
of the sounds which had animated his more active 
years. 

^^ Wh«?e beihese cuckoldy Roundheads,^ cried 
some.— -^^ Down widi the sneaking knaves T cried 
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others.-^^^ The King and his friends, and the 
devil a one eke !^^ exclaimed a third set, with more 
oaths and d--^n mees than, in the present more 
correct age, it is necessary to commit to paper. 

The old soldier, pricking up his ears like an an- 
cient hmiter at the cry of the hounds, would glad- 
ly have scoured the Strand, i^ith the charitahle 
purpose, now he saw himself so well supported, 
of knoddng the London knaves, who had insult- 
ed him, into twiggen bottles ; but he was withheld 
by the prudence of Julian, who, though himself 
extremely irritated by the unprovoked ill usage 
which they had received, saw himself in a situa- 
tion in which it was necessary to exercise more 
caution than vedgeance. He prayed and pressed 
his father to seek some temporary place of retreat 
Irom the fury of the populace, while that prudent 
measure was yet in their power. The sdball^^h 
officer who commanded the pafty tf A^ life 
Guards, exhorted the old Cavaliev eagerly to* the . 
same sage-counsel^ nang, as a spice of cbmpulstdn, 
the name of the King ; while Julian strongly ur- 
ged thai of his mother. The old Knight loefcod at 
his blade, crimsoned with cross-cuts and slashes 
Id 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iS9 )PA3rsiim'iDH( taibi jpcaic. 

8aiknts> with the eye of one not hal£wSBp&Sb axil 
ImAre-lndi jk JbuiiieiitttiHiib hpa^ wMod^ano^^ 



t)^m ftwa^Jt^bdtpniBfccrhtedbTofiTBx:^ oilt lo auol 

"HftfCfixbflfo^iIw nohcJa BojIbzo oib moil <LIf>i9xI 

4l9itlkiaii«r%iaA(t]oan)d^^ dAJst' 

ot^(»QmiM»ttUrrhsTEl becbiii«[>kdeol6fel«»ujli^t^ 
ll)f» .966t«dfo(tfifce^<&]i)flnrieiiplM ikffMimtS^ 

dable. 7|ie^%9r4ulto:^ hdwrns^Mtb mlmAgf^^ 

tbnidPiida^llte^liJl&rri^itlMada^ 

part Qf^bMiteMki^nribariMui^jBCffli^ 
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Ibe gintieiiavrvcftMieDiidbter Umifar (IM tfatt^bf 
ii;J&AlMiiJhrsMh«tt%itetdiiog ihdtlefeilifty ob^t, 

d)MilkiVMdipn«8diiiniiI])6(l^ 

lous of the cfaarac1tdri|]fDiifU0fpli^tto'iMtf «ifel§)f/ 
«lpWfjieIkiirarf,ettK&tfa^L]H8'c^ tr^^'to 

herald, from the exalted station whSdL^^hti >tiSX 
oMMpkNiiitia dib bulkdiBaa, oedkhbtiad i;benv4'ac. 
<;^t)^bAi0^t !o£it)ltr'W«*di^iiiii»<i)Sf ^^ ixoiDdi^MJL 



share, '< had been favoured Wi)l&«bfaMifi(PtliJie»,J 
tsA /fiAe»didc4oofae4eiKi]i^ torodiMioKKaiMlId^e 
n^Mlkli^aveb b*VIirhl<^ Jiadi<a>mihiliNk«tt^^ «<I« 

q|Mit>boiide( dknd AHw^ik |HhubTO»<#oxU:''. ilclj^b 

ci&ihtnm^Y'^Hlteihifchedtan Jvttii^ ;lifiq 

i>'i)aHthtf Quflar^iibgBMlihasMviiil«Ma«tAli^ 
that their little friend had received an intimation 
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frjom a gentlewoman of his acquaintance, who spoke 
to him from the window, while he stood on the 
bulk-head, that they would ffaid a safe retreat in 
his landlord's; and, desiring them to attend to 
two or three deep though distant huzzas, made 
diem awai^ thiit the rabble were up still, and 
would soon be upon them with renewed violence, 
and increased numbers. 

The father and son, therefore, hastily thanked 
the officer and his party, as well as the other gen- 
tlemen who had volunteered in their assistance, 
lifted little Sir Gkoffirey Hudson from the conspi- 
cuous post which he had so creditably occupied 
during the skirmish, and followed the footsteps 
of the tenant of the booth, who conducted them 
down a blind alley, and through one or two courts, 
in case, as he said, any one might have watched 
where they burrowed, and so into a back-door. 
This entrance admitted them to a staircase care- 
fiilly hung with straw mats to exclude damp, from 
the upper step of which they entered upon a to^ 
lerably large^withdrawing-room, hung with ooatse 
green serge edged with gilded leather, which tho 
poorer or more economical citizens at that time 
used instead of tapestry or wainscotting. 
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? Here the poor cutler received firom Julian isoch 
n gntxdpj^ for the loan of the smftAa^ that he ge- 
neroody abmdoHed die pioperty to the gentle* 
men who had used them so well; ^^therather^^he 
said, ^^ that he saw by the way they handled theb 
weapons that they wore men of mettle, and tall fid- 
lows.'' 

Hefethe dwarf smilod on .him courteoiidy and 
bowed, thmsting, at the same time, hia hand into 
his pocket, which, however, he withdrew careless- 
ly, probably because he finmd he had not the 
means of making the small donation which he had 
meditated. 

The culler pxooeeded to say, as he bowed and 
was abmit to wididniw, that he saw ihere would 
be merry days yet in Old En^^d, and that Bil- 
boa blades would fetch as good a price aa ever. 
'* I remember,'' he said, ^ gaidemen, though I 
was then but a prentice, the demand for weapons 
in the years fi»ty-one and forty4wo ; 0word4>lades 
were more in demand than tooth-picka, and Old 
Ironsides, my master, took more finr.rascally Pro- 
vant rapiers than I dare ask now-a^days for a To- 
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ledo. But, to be sure, a man'^s life tben rested on 
the blade he carried; tibe Cavaliers and Bound- 
heads fought evcry.day at the gates of Whitehall, 
as it is like, gentlemen, by your good example^ 
they may do agab, when I will be aUe to leave 
my pitiful booth, and open a dbnp of better qua- 
lity. I hope you inU recommend me, gentlemen, 
to your fidends. I am always provided with ware 
which a gentleman may risk his life on.*" 

*^ Thank you, good fiiend,^ said Julian, ^^ I 
prithee b^one. I trust we shall need thy ware 
no more for some time at least**^ 

The cutler retired, while the dwarf holloed after 
him down stairs, that he would call on him soon, 
and equip himself with a longer blade, and one 
more proper for action ; although, he said, the 
little weapon he had did well enough for a walk- 
ing-sword, or in a skirmish with such canaille as 
they had been engaged with. 

The cutler returned atthis summons, andagreed 
to pleasure the little man with a weapon more suit- 
able to his magnanimity ; then, as if the thought 
had suddenly. occurred to him, he said, <^But, 
gentlemen, it wUl be but wild work to walk with 
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yoiuf naked swords'throiigh the Strand, and it can 
scaerce fail to raise the rabble again. If you please, 
while you repose yourselves here, I can fit the 
blades with sheaths.*" 

The proposal seemed so reasonable, that Julian 
and his &the^ gave up their weapons to the £riend^ 
ly ci^er, an ezamfde which the dwarf followed, 
after a moment^s hesitation, not caring, as he nag* 
nificently expressed it, to part so soon with the 
trusty friend which fortune had but the moment 
before restored to his hand. The man retbed with 
the weapons under his arm ; and in shutting the 
door behind him, they heard him turn the key. 

" Did you hear that ?^ — said Sir Geoffrey to his 
son ; <^ and we are disarmed.^ 

Julian, without reply, examined the door, which 
was fast secured ; and then looked at the casements, 
which were at a story^s height from the ground, 
and grated besides with iron. '^ I cannot think,^ 
he said, after a mementos pause, ^* that the fellow 
means to trepan us ; and in any event, I trust we 
should have no difficulty in fordng the door, or 
otherwise making an escape. But, before resort- 
ing to such violent measures, I think it is better 



d by Google 



164 FSVSBIL OF THE PEAK. 

to gire the yftbble leisure to disperse, bjr waiting 
this man^s return with our weapons within a rea- 
sonable time, when, if he does. not appear, I trust 
we will find little difficulty in extricating our- 
selves.^ As he spoke thus, the hangings were pull- 
ed aside, and from a small door which was conceal- 
ed behind them, Migor Bridgenorth altered the 
room. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



He came amongst them like a new-saised spirit, 
To speak of dreadfiil judgments that impend. 
And of the wrath to come. 



The astonishment of Julian at the unexpected 
apparition of Bridgenorth, was instantly succeeded 
by apprehension of his father^s violence, which he 
had everyreason tobelieve wouldbreakforthagainst 
one, whom he himself could not but reverence on 
account of his own merits, as well as because he 
was the father of Alice. The appear»ice of Bridge- 
north was not, indeed, such as to awaken resent- 
ment His countenance was calm, his step slow and 
composed, his eye not without the indication of 
some deep-seated an:dety, but without any expres- 
sion either of anger or of triumph. "Youarewel- 
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come,** he cndd, " Sir Geoffirey Peveril, to the shel- 
ter and hospitality of this house; as welcome as 
you would have been in other days, when we call- 
ed each other neighbours and friends.^ 

<' Odzooks,^ said the old Cavalier, <^ and had I 
known it was thy house, man, I would .sooner had 
my hearths blood run down the kennel, thim my 
foot should have crossed your threshold — in the 
way of seeking safety, that is."^ 

" I forgive your inveteracy,'" said Major Bridge- 
north, *^ on account of your prgudices.'" 

" Keep your forgiveness,'' answered the Cava- 
lier, " until you are pardoned yourself. By Saint 
George, I have sworn, if ever I got my heels out 
of yoii rascally prison,— rwhither I was sent much 
through your means. Master Bridgenorth, — that 
you should pay the reckoning for my bad lodging. 
— I will strike no man in his own house ; but if 
you will cause the fellow bring back my weapon, 
and take a turn in that blind court there below, 
along with me, you shall soon see what chance 
a traitor hath with a true man, and a Puritan with 
Peveril of the Peak." 

Bridgenorth smiled with much composure. 
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^^ When I was younger and more waiin^Uooded,^ 
he replied^ '^ I refused your challenge, Sir Geo^ 
firdy ; it is not like I should now accept it, when 
each is within a stride of the grave^ I have not 
spared, and will not spare my blood, when my 
country wants it^ 

^^ That is when there is any chance of tMtton 
against the Kmg,^ said Sir Geoffiiey. 

^< Nay, my fiither,"" said Julian, ^* let us hear 
Master Bridgenorth ! We have been sheltered in 
his hduse; and although we now see him in Lon* 
don, we should remember that he did not appear 
against us this day, when perhaps his evidence 
might have given a fatal turn to our situation.'*' 

^' You. are right, young man,^ said Bridge^ 
north; *^and it should be some pledgeof my sin- 
cere good win, that I was this day absent from 
Westminster, when a few words from my mouth 
had ended the long line of Peveril of the Peak *. It 
needed but ten minutes walk to Westminster Hall 
to have insured your condemnation. But could I 
have done this, knowing as I now know, that to 
thee, Julian Peveril, I owe the extrication of my 
daughter<^-of my dearest Alice— the memory of 
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her depicted jiiotliep--fto]n the snares wUdi hell 
and profligacy had opened around her T 

^^ She is, I trusty safis,^^ said Peveril eageity, 
and ahnost forgetting his &ther^a presence ; ^' she 
is I trust safe, and in your own vaidsh^ ?*" 

^^ Not in mine,^' said the dejected fiitfaer; *^ but 
inthatof one in whose protection^ next to that of 
Heaven,. I can most fully confide.^ 

^^Aie you sure-t-are you very sure of that?'*' 
rqwated Julian eagerly. ^^ I .found her under thd 
chargeof one to whom she had been trusted^ and 
who ye t '- ^ 

^^ And who yet was the basest of women,^ an- 
swered Bridgenorth ; ^' but he who selected hev 
for the charge was deceived in her character.'^" 

<^ Say rather you were deceived in his ; remem- 
ber that when we parted at Moultrassie, I warned 
you of that Ganlesse— that— — '^ 

^^ I know your meaning^^ said Bridgenorth; 
**nar'jdid you err in describing him as a worldly- 
wiae.maa. But he has atpned for his error by 
rec<Mreri9g. Alice firom the dangers into which she 
was plunged when separated fiom you ; and be- 
sides, I have not thought meet again to intrust 
him with the charge that is dearest to me.''" 
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^^ I thank God your eyes are thus fiir opened T 
said JuliaiL 

^ This day will open them vide, or dose them 
for ever,^^ answered Bridgenorth. 

During this diali^e, which the speakers hur- 
ried through without attending to the others who 
were present, Sir Geoffiney listened with surprise 
and eagerness, endeavouring to catch something 
which should render their conversatiott intelligi- 
ble ; but as he totally failed ill gaining any such 
key to their meaning, he broke isuddenly in with; 
<* ^Sblood and thunder, Julian, what unprofitable 
gossip is this? What hast thou to do with thifi 
fUlow, more than to bastinado him, if you should 
think it worth while to beat so old a rogue ?^ 

" My dearest father,'' said Julian, "you know 
not this gentleman — I am certain you do him in- 
justice. My own obligations to him are many ; 
and I am sure when you come to know them— -'^ 

^^ I hope I shall die ere that moment come,^ 
said Sir Geoffrey ; and continued with increasing, 
violence, " I hope, in the mercy of Heaven, that 
I will be in the grave of my ancestor^, ere I learn 

5 
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that my son — my only son — ^die last hope of my 
amdent house— the last remnant of the name of Pe- 
veril — hath consented to receive oUigations frmn 
the man on earth I am most bound to hate, were 
I not stin more bound to contemn him ! — ^D^e- 
nerate dc^-whelp !^ he repeated with great vdie* 
mence, ^^ you colour, without replying ! Speak, 
and disown such disgrace; or, by the God of my 
fathers '^ 

The dwarf suddenly stepped forward, and pall-* 
ed out, ^' Forbear !^ with a voice at once so dis- 
cordant and commanding, that it sounded super- 
natural. '* Man of sin and pride,^ he said, ^^ for* 
bear; andcallnotthenameof a holy God, to wit- 
ness thine unhallowed resentments.'" 

The rebuke so boldly and decidedly given, and 
the moral enthudaan with which he spoke, gave 
the despised dwarf an ascendancy for the moment 
over the fiery spirit of his gigantic namesake. Sir 
Geoffirey Peveril eyed him for an instant askance 
.and shyly, as he might have done a supernatural 
apparition, and then muttered, *^ What knowest 
thou of my cause of wrath ?^ 
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** Nodiii^,'' said the dwarf ;—<< nothmg but 
this — that no cause can warrant the oath thou 
wert about to swear. Ungratefiil man ! thou wert 
to-day rescued from the devouring wrath of the 
wicked, by a marvellous conjunction of circum- 
stances—Is this a day, thinkest thou, on which to 
indulge thine own hasty resentments P^ 

*^ I stand rebuked,^ said Sir Geoffrey, << and by 
a singular monitor — ^the grashopper, as the prayer- 
book saith, hath become a burthen to me.*-Ju« 
lian, I will speak to thee of these matters herea& 
ter ;-— and for you. Master Bridgenorth, I desire to 
have no &rther communication with you, either 
in peace or in anger. Our time passes fiist, and I 
would fain return to my family. Cause our wea* 
pons to be restored; unbar the doors, and let us 
part without further altercation, which can but 
disturb and a^ravate our spirits.*" 

« Sir Geofirey Peveril,'* said Bridgenorth, « I 
have no desire to vex your spirit or my own ; but, 
for thus soon dismissing you, that may hardly be, 
it bemg a course inconsbteht with the work which 
I have on hand.^ 

7 
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'^ How, sir ! Do you mean, tbat we should abide 
here, whether with or against our inclinations?'" 
said the dwarf. '* Were it not that I am laid un- 
der charge to remain here, by one who hath the 
best right to command this poor microcosm^ I would 
shew thee that bolts and bars are unayailing re* 
straints on such as I am.**" 

" Truly,'' said Sir Geoffirey, " I think, upon 
an emergency, the little mim might make his es* 
cape through the key-hole/' 

Bridgenorth's face was moved into something 
like a smile at the swaggering speech of the pigmy 
hero, and the contemptuous commentary of Sir 
Geoffirey Peveril; but such an expression never 
dwelt on his features for two seconds together, and 
he replied to the dwarf in these words i-^^^ Gen- 
tlemen, each and all of you must be fidn to con. 
tent yourselves. Believe me, no hurt is intended 
towards you ; on the contrary, your remaining here 
wlU be a means of securing your safety, which would 
be otherwise deeply endangered. It will be your 
own faults if a hiur of your heads is hurt. But 
the stronger force is on my side ; and, whatever 
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bann you may meet with should you attempt to 
break forth by violence, the blame must rest with 
yourselves. If you will not believe me, I will per- 
mit Master Julian Peveril to accompany me, where 
he shall see that I am provided fiilly with the 
means of repressing violence.^ 

" Treason ! — Treason !^ exclaimed the old 
Knight^— ^' Treason agmnst God and King 
Charles ! — O, for one half hour of the broad, 
sword which I parted with like an ass 1^ .'^ 

<^ Hold, my father, I conjure you T said Ju- 
lian« *^ I will go witb Master Bridgenorth since 
he requests it I will satisfy myself whether 
there be danger, and of what nature. It is pos- 
sible I may prevail on him to desist from some 
desperate measure, if such be indeed in agitation. 
Should it be necessary, fear not that your son 
will behave as he ought to do.^' 

<< Do your pleasure, Julian,^ said his father ; 
<< I will confide in thee. But if you betray my 
confidence, a father'^s curse shall cleave to you.^ 

Bridgenorth now motioned to Peveril to fol- 
low him, and they passed through the small door 
by which he had entered. 
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The passage led to a vestibule or anti-room, 
in whidi several other doors and passages seem- 
ed to centre. Through one of these Julian was ' 
conducted by Bridgenorth, walking with silence 
and precaution, in obedience to a signal made by 
his guide to that effect. As they advanced, he 
heard sounds, like those of the human voices en- 
gaged in urgent and emphatic dedamatiefw With 
slow and light steps Bridgenorth conducted hith 
through a door which terminated this passage ; 
and as he entered a little gallery, having a cur- 
tain in front, the sound of the preacher''? voice, 
for such it now seemed^ became distinct and au- 
dible. 

Julian now doubted not that he was in one of 
those conventicles, which, though contrary to the 
existmg laws, still continued to be regularly held 
in different parts of London and the suburbs. 
Many of these, as frequented by persons of mo- 
derate political principles, though dissenters from 
the church for conscience sake, were connived at 
by the prudence or timidity of the government. 
But some of them, in which assembled the fiercer 
and more exalted sects of Independents, Anabap- 
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tistSy wni other sectaries, whose st^m enthusiasm 
had contributed so gready to effect the overthrow 
of the late King'^s throne, were sought after, sup- 
pressed, and dispersed, whenever tbej could be 
discovered* 

Julian was soon satisfied that the meeting into 
which he was thus secretly introduced, was one of 
the latter class ; and, to judge by the vioknce of 
the preacher, of the most desperate character. 
He was still more effectually convinced of this, 
when, at a sign from Bridgenorth, he cautiously 
unclosed a part of the curtun which hung before 
the gallery, and thus, unseen, himself, looked 
down on the audience, and obtained a view^of 
the preacher. 

About two hundred persons were assembled 
beneath, in an area filled up with benches, as if 
for the exercise of worship ; and they were dl 
of the male sex, and well armed with pikes and 
muskets, as well as swords and pistols. Most 
of them bad the appearance of veteran soldiers, 
now past the middle of life, yet retaining such 
an. appearance of strength as. might well sup- 
ply the loss of youthful agility. They stood, or 
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sat, in various attitudes of stem attention ; and 
Testing on their spears and muskets, ke{$t their 
eyes firmly fixed on the preacher, who ended the 
violence of his declamation by displaying from 
the pulpit a banner, on which was represented a 
lion, with the motto, ^ Vicii Leo ew iribu JfuStB^ 

The torrentof mystical yet animating doquenoe 
of the preacher— an old grey-haired man, whom 
zeal seemed to supply with the powers of voice 
and action, of which years had deprived him<«- 
was suited to the taste ai lus audience^ but could 
not be transfen^ed to these pages without scandal 
and impropriety. He menaced the rulers of Eng- 
land with all the judgments denounced on those 
of Moab and Assyria — ^he called upon the Saints 
to be strong, to be up and doing; and promised 
those miracles which, in the campaigns of Jo- 
l^a, and his successors the v^ant Judges of 
Israel, supplied all odds against the Amorites, 
Midianites, and Philistines. 

JuGan, with deep anxiety, soon heard enough 
to make him aware, that the meeting was likely to 
terminate in open insurrection, like that of the 
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Fifth<*Monarchy' men, under Venner, at an ear* 
lier peiiod of Charleses reign ; and be was not 
a little concerned at the probability of Bridge^ 
north being implicated in so criminal and de^-- 
xttte 'an undercaking. If he bad retained any 
doofafe of the issue of the meeting, they must 
have been removed when the preacher called on 
his hearers to renounce all expectation which 
had. hitherto been entertained of safety to the 
nation, from the executi6n of the ordinary laws 
of the land. This, he said, was at best but a 
carnal seeking after earthly aid— -«. going down to 
Egypt for help^ which the jeidousy of their Di- 
vine Leader would resent as a fleeing to another 
arock, and a different banner, from that which was 
this day Asplayed over them.-^«And h^e he so- 
lemnly swung the bannered lion over their headd, 
as the only sign under which they ought to seek 
for life and safety. He then pri3ceeded to insist, 
that recourse to ordinary justice was vain as well 
-as mnful. 

^^ The event of that day at Westminster,^ he 
aaid, ^* might teach them that the Man at White- 
hall was even as the Man his father;^ and he 
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closed a tang tirade againBt the Tices of the court; 
with assurance ^^that Tophet was ordained of 
old-^for the King it was made hot**^ 

As the preacher entered on a descriptioit of the 
approaching theocracy, which he dared, to pro- 
phecy, Bridgenorth, who appeared for a time to 
have forgotten the presence of Julian, whilst with 
stem and fixed attention he drank in the words 
of the preacher, seemed suddenly to collect him- 
self^ and, taking Julian by the hand, led him out 
o( the gallery, of ii^hicfa he carefully closed the 
door, into an apartment at no great distance. 

When they arrived there, he anticipated the 
expostulations of Julian, by asking him, in a tone 
;of severe triumph, whether these men he had seen 
were likely to do their work negligently; or whe- 
ther it would not be perilous ta attempt to force 
-their way from a house, when all the avenues were 
guarded by such as he had now se^i— men of 
war from their childhood upwards. 

*^ In the name of Heaven,'^ said Julian, witb- 
oii t replying to Bridgenorth'^s question, <' for what 
deisperate purpose have you assembled so many 
-desperate men ? I am well aware that your sen- 
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tintents of r^^n'are peculiar, bat beware how 
you deceive yourself-^-No views of religiim.Gaiii 
kioctioii rebellion and murder ; and such are .the 
natural and necessary consequences. of the. doc- 
irine we have just heard poured, into the. earn .^ 
fanatieal and violent enthusiasts^^^ / 

♦ *^ My son," ssid Bridgenorth calmly, *• iu.the 
<lays of iny nonage, I thought as you do. I 
' deemed it sufficient to pay iny tithes of cummin 

and anniseed-^my poor petty moral observances 
vof the old law ; and I thought I was Jbeap\(ig up 

precious thii^s, when they were in valuQ no more 
' than: the husks of the swine-trough. Praised be 

Heaven, the scales are fallen from mine eyea; 
.and after forty years^ wandering in the desart of 

Sinai, I am at length arrived in the Land of Pro- 
.'inise— My corrupt humane.nature has left me-p- 
.1 have cast my slough, and can now with som^ 

cdnseience put my hand to the .plough, certain 

that there is nol weakness left in me.wherethrougb 

• I may look back. The furrows,"" he added, 
>be;pding his btows, while a gloomy fire .filled his 
large' eyes, ^^ must be drawn long and ^d^p, add 
watered by the blood of the mighty.'' 
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* There was a change in Bridgenorth^s tone and 
mamiar when he used these singular expressions^ 
which convinced Julian, that his mind, which had 
wavered for so many years between his natural 
good s^nse and the insane enthusiasm of the time^ 
had finally given way to the latter ; and sensible 
of the danger in whidi the unhappy roan himself, 
the innocent and beautiful Alice, and his own fsu 
ther, were likely to be placed — to say nothing of 
the general ri)sk of the community by a sudden 
insurrection, he at the same time felt that there 
was no chance of reasc»iing effectually with one 
who would oppose spiritual conviction to all 
arguments which reason could urge agaonat his 
wild schemes. To touch his feelings aeemed a 
more probable resource ; and Julian there&re 
conjured Bridgenorth to think how much his 
daughter'*s honour and safety were concerned in 
his abstaining from the dangerous course which 
he meditated. '^ If you fiEdl,"^ he said, ^^ must 
•she not pass under the power and guardianship 
of her uncle, whom you allow to have shewn 
himself capable of the grossest mistake in the 
choice of her female protectress ; and whcMn I 
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belieyei upon gbod groundiB, to have made that, 
infamous choice with his eyes open ?^ 

** Young man^^^luiswered Biidgenorth, " you 
make me feel like the poor bird, around who^e 
wing some wanton boy has fixed a line, to pull the 
struggling wretch to earth at his pleasure. Know» 
since thou wilt play this cruel part, and drag me 
down from higher contemplations, that she with 
whom Alice is placed, and who hath in future 
full power to guide her motions and decide her 
fate,' despite of Christian and every one else, is— 
I will not tell thee who she is — ^Enough — ^no one 
—thou least of all, needs to fear for her safety.*^ 
. At this moment a side-door opened, and Chris- 
Han himself came into the apartment. He started 
and o(doured when he saw Julian Peveril ; then 
turning to Bridgenorth with an assumed air of 
indifference, asked, <^ Is Saul among Uie pro* 
phets ? — Is a Peveril among the saints i^ 

^* No, brother,^ replied Bridgenorth, '^ his time 
is not come more than thine own — thou art to6 
deep in th^ ambitious intrigues of manhood, and 
he in the giddy passions of youth, to hear the still 
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be would do well to pefniade bis fathar lo retniua. 
a quu t prisoner for a few. hours* 

Jiiliaa -reibroed liiHir'no answer, and be pre- 
sently retired, leaving him alone with his ^dber 
and Hudson. To their questinoBs he eouldoaly 
briefly reply, that he feared they were trepanned, 
anoe they were in the house with at least two 
hundred fanatics, completely armed, and appa- 
rently prepared' for some desperate enterpriser 
Their: own want of lursns precluded the po$^ihili» 
ty of open .violence; and .however unpleasant it 
sngbt be to remain in mfAi a condition, it seemed 
difficult, from the strength of the fdstenipgs.at 
dooraand windows, to attempt any secret escape 
without' inslantatieous detection. 

The valiant dwarf alone nursed hopes, with 
which he in vain endeavoured to inspire his corn- 
panioi\s in affliction. " The fair one whose eyes,^ 
he said, 'Mikei the twin stars of Leda"" — ^fpr th^ 
little roan was a great adn)irer of lofty lang^iag? 
F^^' had not inyited hijm', tbe.moi^tid^votisd, and^ 
it might be, not the least fs^vpiirQd of her ses*- 
vants, into this place as a harbour, in, order that 
he might, therein ^fier ^bipwjteck ; anA hf gene- 
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rously assured bis friends, that in his safety they 
also should be safe. 

Sir Geoffrey, little cheered by this intimation, 
expressed his despair at not being able to get the 
length of Whitehall, where he trusted to find as 
many jolly Cavaliers as would help him to stifle 
the whole nest of wasps in their hive ; while Ju- 
lian was of opinion that the best service he could 
now render Bridgenorth, would be timeously to 
disclose his plot, and, if possible, to send him at 
the same time warning to save his person. 

But we must leave them to meditate over their 
plans at leisure ; no one of which, as they alldei. 
>ipended on their previous escape from confine- 
ment, seemed in any great chance to be escecutcd. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

And fome for safety took the dreadful leap ; 

Some for the voice of Heaven seemM calling on them ; 

■Some for adraocemcnt, or for lttcre*8 8ak&-» 

I leapM in frolic. 

77*tf Dream, 

.Aftea .a private conyerBatiidn ivith Bridge- 
north, Christian hastened to the Duke of Buckr 
ingham'^s hotel, taking at the same time sudi a 
XQUte as to avoid meeting with any acquaintance. 
He was ushered into the Duke^s apartment, whom 
he found cracking and eating filberts, with a flask 
of excellent white wine at his elbow. " Chris^ 
tian,^ said his Grace, ^^ come help me to laugh-^ 
I have bit Sir Charles Sedley-^flung him for a 
thousand, by the gods.*" 

*^ I am glad at your luck, my Lord Duke,^ 
replied Christian ; ^^ but X am come here m se- 
irious business.'' 
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<^ Sadous ? — ^why, I shall hardly be serious in 
my life again— -ha^ ha, ha !— and for luck, it was 
no such thing^heer wit, and excdlent contri-^ 
vance ; and but that I don'^t care to affront For- 
tune, like the old Greek general, I might tell' her 
to her face— *in this thou had^st no share. You 
have heard, Ned Christian, that Mother Cress- 
well is dead T* 

^^ Yes, I did hear that the deril hath got his 
due,^ Answered Christian. 

" Well,'' said the Duke, " you are ungrateful ; 
for I know you have been obl^edto her, as well 
as others. Before George, a most benevolent and 
helpfiil old lady ; and' that she might not sleep in 
aa unblest grave, I betted— do you matk me«^ 
•with Sedley, that I would write her funeral-ser- 
mon ; that it should be every word in praise of 
her We and conversation; that it shduld be all 
-true^ and yet that the diocesan shoidd be unable 
to lay his thumb on QuodKng, my little dbaplab, 
who should preach it.'' ' 

*' I perfecdy see the difficulty, my lord," said 
Gfariatian, who wellknew tihat if he wilshed to fe- 
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cure attention from this voladle nobleman, he 
must first suffer, nay, encouriage him, to exhaust 
the topic, whatever it might be, that had got 
temporary possession of his pineal gland. 

« Why,'' said the Duke, " I caused my little 
Quodling to go through his oration thus — ^ That 
whatever evil reports had passed current during 
the lifetime of the worthy matron whom they liad 
restored to dust that day, malice itself could not 
deny that she was bom well, married well, lived 
well, and died well ; since she was bom in Bhadwell, 
married on Cresswell, lived in Camberwell, and 
died in Bridewell.'^ Here ended the oration, and 
with it Sedley's ambitious hopes of over-reaching 
Bucldngfaam*— ha, ha, ha! — ^And now. Master 
Chiistian, what are your commands for me to- 
day.^ 

^^ First, to thank your Grace for being so at- 
tentive ais to 8€^d so formidiabie a person as Co^ 
.hmel Blood, to wait upon your poor Mend and 
servant. Faith, he took such an interest in iny 
leaving town, that he wanted to compel me id do 
it at jKunt of fbx^ so I was obliged toi^I a litjtle 

13 
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of hia nudiqpert blood. Yoiir Grace^s swosdsmen 
have had ill luck of late ; and it is hard, since you 
always choose the best hands, and such scruplelesa 
knaves too«^^ 

*^ Come now. Christian,'" said the Duke, ^^ do 
not thus exalt over me ; a great man, if I may so 
call mysdf, is never greater than amid miscarriage* 
I only played this little trick on you. Christian, 
to impress on you a wholesome idea of the inte« 
rest I take in your motions. The scoundrd'^s ha« 
viog dared to draw upon you, is a thing not to be 
forgiven.*-What ! injure my old friend, Chris- 
tian?'' 

" And why not,'' said Christian, coolly, " if 
your old friend was so stubborn as not to go out 
qf town, like a good boy, when your Grace re« 
quired him to do so, for the civil purpose of ent^« 
taining his niece in his absence ?" 

** How«»what !**— how do you mean by m^ en- 
tertaining, your niece. Master Christian ?" said the 
Duke* ^^ Sine was a personage far beyond my -poor 
attentions, being destined, if I recollect aright, to 
something like toj$l favour." 
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^^ It was her fite, however, to be guest «f your 
Grace^s convent for a brace of days, or so. ' Mar* 
ry, my lord, the fiitber confessor was not at home, 
and*— for convents have been scaled of late-— re« 
turned not tiH the bird was flown.^ 

'^ Christian, thou art an old rqmard — I seathoe 
is no doubling with thee. It was thou, then, stole 
away my pretty prLee, but left me something so 
much prettier in my mind, that^ had it not made 
itself wings to fly away with, I would have placed 
it in a cage of gold. Never be downcast, man, I 
forgive thee— I forgive thee.'* . . 

^^ Your Grace is of a most merciful disposition^ 
especially considering it is I who have haid the 
wrong; and sages have said, that he who doth 
the injury, is less apt to forgive than he who only 
sustains it.'*' 

" True, true, — Christian," said the Diike, 
'^ which, as you say, is something quite new, and 
places my clemency in a striking point of view. 
Well, then^thou forgiven man, when shall I see 
my Mauritanian Princess again ?'* 

** Whenever I am certain that a quiUde, and 
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91 carwhichit, for a play or a sermon, will not bspi 
nish her from your Grace^s memory t** 

** Not all the wk otj^South, or of Ethef ege,^said 
Buckingham, hastily, *<to saynothingof my ownJ* 

" Yet to leave the fair la^ out of thonght for 
n little whilfe^a very little while,^ said ChristiBn, 
*^ Ante I sw^ar that in due time your Grace shaU 
«ee her, and know in her the most extraordinary 
woman that the age has produced — ^to leave her^ 
I say, out of sight for a little while, has yofur 
Grace had late notice of your Duchesses health P"^ 

^' Health I'' said the Duke. " Umph— no— 

notfaing'particttlar. She has been ill-^but ^ 

' ^' She is no' longer so,^ subjoined Christian; 
*^ she died in Yorkshire forty-eight hours since/^ 

^ Thou must deal with the devil,'' said the 
Buke. 

" It would ill become olie' of njy name to d» 
so,'' replied tlhriatian. " But, in the brief interval 
since your Grace hath known of an event which 
has not yet reached the public ear, you have, I 
believe, made proposals to the King for the band 
of the Lady Anne, seccmd daughter of the Duko 
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of York, and your Grace's proposals have beett 
rejected."" 

"Fiends andfirebrands, villainrsaid the DtAe, 
starting up and seizing Christian by the coUar ; 
« who hath told thee that P'' 

" Take your hand from my cloak, my Lord 
Duke, and I may answer you,^ said Christian'. 
** I have a scurvy touch of old puritanical humout 
about me. I abide not the imposition of hacnds-^ 
take ofTyoilr grasp from my cloak, or I will find 
means to make you unloose it.'*' 

The Duke, who had kept his right hand onliis 
dagger-hilt while he held Christian's collar with 
his left, uidoosed it as he spoke, but slowly, and 
as one who rather suspends than abandons the 
execution of some hasty impulse ; while Christian, 
adjusting his cloak with perfect composure, said, 
^* Soh — my cloak being at liberty, we speak on 
equal terms* I come not to insult your Grace; 
but to ofier you vengeance for the insult you hav^ 
received." 

*♦ Vengeance !" said the Duke,—" It is the 
dearest proffer man can present to me in jny pre- 
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aeiit mood. I hunger fisr ▼fng^aace--^-tfair8t.far 
vengeance — could die to insure vengeance [-— 
'Sdeath!^ he coihtimied, vnaUdng^i:^ aaddomi 
dte.Iiirge apavtnieirt with the most unrestrained 
and violent agitation; ** I have chased >tfaifi!'ii5* 
poise oat of my farain'.idth ten thousand trifles, 
because I thopght no one knew it. Butit is 
knovn^ and to th^e, the very cbmnioii-aeWer of 
eourt secret8«-*the honour of VSlieni ia m thy 
keqping, Ned Christian ! Speak, thou^ man of 
wiles and of mtrigue— on whom dost thou |^^ 
mise the veooigeanee? Speak t and if thy aitewers 
meet my desises, I will imdce a bargam widi thee 
as willin^y aawith thy master, fiatan himse}£^ > 

</ 1 will' not be,^ said Ghiiatianj ^< so unrea- 
sonable in my terms aa stories tell of .the old#poa. 
tate ;* I* will offisr yoiur Grace, as he mighft^do, 
temporal prosperity andxevmge, which iehia /r^ 
qmit recruiting money, bofe I leave it to yemrself 
tfit jffovide, aa you may be pleased, ftr ^ow fu- 
ture salvation.'" 

The Duke, gasing upon him fixedly and siicBy, 
vqplisd, '« I would to God, Chri^an^ that I 

VOL. IV. N 
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could read what purpose of damnable villainy tfaou 
hast topropose to me in.thy countenance, without 
the necessity of thy using words.*" 

« Your Grace can but try,^ said Christian, 
*calmly smiling. 

^^ No,^ replied the Duke, after gazing at him 
again for the space of a minute ; '^ thou art so 
deeply dyed an hypocrite, that thy mean features, 
and dear grey eye, are as likely to conceal trea- 
son, as any petty scheme of theft or larceny, more 
corresponding to your degree.^ 

" Treason, my lord,!'' echoed Christian; " you 
may have guessed more nearly than you were 
aware of. I honour your Grace's penetration." 

<* Treason !" echoed the Duke. *' Who dare 
name such a crime to me ?^ 

^^ If a name startles your Grace, you may call 
it vengeanee<-^vengeance on the cabal of council- 
lors, who have ever countermined you, in spite of 
your wit and your interest with the King. — Ven- 
geance on Arlington, Ormond — on Charles him- 
self.'' 

^* No, by Heaven," said the Duke, resuming 
his disordered walk through the apartment — 
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*^ Vengeance on these rats of the Privy Council, 
come at it as you wilL But the King t-^neYer*— 
never. J have provoked him a hundred timei, 
niiere he has stirred me once. I have crossed his 
path in state intrigue — rivalled him in lovoi— had 
the advantage in hoth^ — and, d^^n it, he has for* 
given me ! If treason would put me in his throne, 
I have no apology for i^p— it were worse than bestial 
ingratitude.'*' 

' ^^ Nobly spoken, my lord,^ said Christiah; 
' and consistent alike with the obligations under 
which your Grace lies to Charles Stuart, and 
oif the sense you have ever shewn of them. — ^But 
it signifies not. If your Grace patronize not oto: 
enterprize, there is Shaftesbury-^there is Mon- 
mouth '^ 

" Scoundrel r exclaimed the Duke, even more 
vehemently agitated than before, ^^ think yoU) 
that you shall carry on with others an enterprize 
which I have refiised ?— No, by every heathen 
and every Christian god ! — ^Hark ye, Christian^ I 
will arrest you on the spot — ^I will, by gods. and 
devils, and carry you to xmravel your plot at 
WhitdialL^ 
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\y withdrew it, and said, '* Christian^ sptek ^ouc 
errand plainly. We know each other. If ktty c^ 
putation be in some d^ree in your hands, you are 
well award that your life is in mine. Sit down,^ 
he said, taking a pistol from his bosom and lay* 
ing it on the table-*^^^ Sit down, and let me hear 
your proposal.^ 

' cc My lord,^ said Christian, smiling, >< I shall 
produce no such ultimate argument on my part, 
though pos^Iy in time of need I may not be 
found desdtute of them.- But my defence is in 
the situation of thmgs, and in the composed View 
which, doubdess; your Majesty will take of 
them."" 

" Majesty r repeated the Duke — " My good 
friend Christian, you have kept company with 
the Puritans so long, that you confuse the ordi- 
nary, titles of the court.^ 

^< I know not how to apologize,^ said Christian^ 
" unless jour Grace will suppose that I spoke by 
prophecy.*" 

^^ Such as the devil delivered to Macbeth,*" said 
the Duke-^-again paced the chamber, and again 
seated himself, and said, <^ Be plain, Christian*— 
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speak oiit at once, and manfullj, what is it you 
intend.^ 

"V said Christian— «« What should I do ?— I 
can do nothing in such a matter ; but I thought 
it right that your Grace should know that the 
godly of this city-^(he spoke the word with a 
kind ofironical grin)-*-«re impatient of inactivity, 
and must needs be up and doing. My brother 
Bridgenorth is at the head of all old Wdiver^s 
congregation; for you must know, that after 
floundering from one faith to another, he hath 
now got beyond ordinances, and is* become a 
Fifth-Monarchy man. He has nigh two hun- 
dred of Weiver'^s people, fully equipped, and 
ready to fall on ; and with slight aid from your 
Grace^s people, they must carry Whitehall, and 
make prisoners all within it.*" 

^^.Rascal P said the Duke, <' and is it to a 
Peer of IingIand^.you make this communicaF- 
tion?'? 

" Nay," answered Christian, " I admit it would 
be extreme folly in your Grace to appear until 
all is over. But let me give Blood and the others 
a hint on your part There are the four Ger- 
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ttftm^dflcy-^^ KnipperdolingB and Anabi^ 
tisitt — ^will be specially useful. You are Wifltt, os^ 
IotcI, aiad know the value-of a )eorf» of jdomettte 
gladiatortf, as «inell as did Octoviu^ Lefndut^ and 
Anthony, whan by such tmtSlj forcesithey xKvki 
deditbe world i^indentuve-lripairtkie.T <% • < ? 
. f^-Stay, stay,"" said tbeilMie.. ^^Even if these 
Uxxkl^hovuids were, to ^O9ii(wit]i:yoi»««4iioiduikl 
would penmt is mtfaout the most foMjfn mL 
snranosB fortheXing^s pcisonal Bafcty«--but say 
theTiUmos #eBe to join, what hope ham you of 
oarfyiBgpihcotaPt ?^ 

^hiBMy Tom^Ahnitrong^ my loidy h«th prdti 
mised his iiiteiest ^th the life Guards. Thettf 
there are my Lord Shaftesbury^s brisk boys in 
die cityH<«-thivty'thou8aiid .on the faeiding up a 
finger.'' .it .. ■. ,- ■ , ..... '„j^r 

** Let him hold up both hands, and if he 
eeiMHA huiidved for each finger,'' said the Duke, 
<< it will be more than I expect. You have aot 
^Miken to him .??' ;.:.;.... 
f '^Surely not, till lyour Gmce's^ pleasMoe irae 
known. But ifhe is not applied to, there isithe 
Dutch tfiin, Hans Snorehouc's ccmgnegation, in ' 
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tbv8Cmiid-«^er6an the Sprcoioh ProteeCuilsia 
Bi«icidiyyiy*-**tber^ are the Fmnily of Levi in Lew- 
kemni^ Laiie«-^the M^^g^frl^ini«l^■^ in Thamee 
Stiieet— — ^ 

:^4^hm^'l-'*'iOai upen tbrai^-out opm 
them ! — ^How the knaves will stink of elites^ and 
tobacco when they eome upon aoti^p l**-they*will 
AoomLaU the pcrfumea^in Whitehall* Spare me 
the detail ;.awl Jet me know, n^ deasest Ned, 
Ifae tuBi t6tBl4)f dijonost edori&ious fovoes* 

•. ^ .Eifkeenhmklved. men, weU anned,^ said 
Ghrifljtian,.'^ besides the vabfa^ thai will rise to « 
«astai6t7---iliejr halve already nearly torn to pieces 
thr praoner& srho weDe.dris day acquitted en ao> 
count of the-PlotJ' 

^ All^ then, I iindenlttd.-*And now, hlurk 
ye,vnio6t christian Christian,^ said he, wbeeixi^ 
hb diaif^fullr in frant of that <« wlncb his agMl 
wasaeatedy << you haiFe told me many things to- 
day«*^hidl I be equally cammusieative ?' Shall 
I' shew you that my accuracy of information 
matches* yourfrP< Shall I teU you in a woid> why 
you have at once resolved to push every ^ne, 
from the Puritan to the f reeuchiaker, upon a ge- 
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nend attack of the palace at Whitehall, without 
allowing me, a peer ci the realm, time either to 
pause upon or to prepare for a step so desperate ? 
Shall I tell you why you would lead or drive, 
seduce or compel me, into couhtenandng your 
measures ?^ 

<^ My lon}^ if you please to form a guesis,^ 
said Christian, ^< I will answer with all sincerity, 
if you have assigned the right cause.'" 

*^ The Countess of Derby is dns day arrived, 
and attends the court this evening, with hopes 
of the kindest reception. She may be surprised 
amid the melee i — ^Ha ! Said I not right, Master 
Christian ? You who pretend to offer me revenge, 
know yourself its exquisite sweetness.^ 

<* I would not presume,^ said Christian, half 
smiling, ^^ to offer your Grace a dish, without 
acting as your taster as well as purveyor." 

<^Thafshonestlysaid,"saidtheDuke* "Away 
then, my friend. Give Blood this ring — ^he knows 
it, and knows bow to obey him who bears it 
Let him assemble my gladiators, as thou dost 
most wittily term my a)t^j6»rr^. The old scheme 
of the German music may be resorted to, for I 
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thtiik. tliou hast the instruments reiadj. But take 
notjce, I know nothing on\ ; and Rowley'^s persoa 
must be safef — ^I will hang and burn on all hands 
if a hair of his black periwig be but singed.^— Then 
.what is toufoUow-*7--a Lord Protector of the teahn 
— ^or stay— -Cromwell has made the word some- 
what .slovenly and unpopular — a Jjord Lieute- 
nant of the Kingdom ?-**-The patriots, who take it 
on themselves to revenge the injustice done to 
ibe country^ and to x»move evil counsellors from 
before the King'^s throne, that it may be hence- 
forward established in righteousnesGh— so I think 
the rubrick runsi— cannot fail to make a fittkg 
chcttce.^ 

*^ They cannot, my Lord Duke,^ said Chris* 
tian, *^ since there is but one mail in the three 
kingdoms on whom that choice can possibly faU."** 

*' I thank you. Christian,^ said his Grace ; 
^^ and I trust you. Away, and make all ready. 
Be assured your services shall not be forgot We 
will have you hear to us.^' 

<^ My Lord Duke,"" said Christian, ^< you Innd 
me doubly to you. But remend)er, that as your 



d by Google 



904 SSVEBIL OF TKS PEAK. 

£tacic6i«8paped any. obnoxioug^ifdeeedttii^ wUeh 
majr^liefid-iBr Ike .ira^. of militaiy executkm, or 
edMnrke^sok will be adviflable-tiMit yctti^hirid 
grottEddf ID prepaiukicni) upon a^noimnt's^olice^ 
teifnt yoiivsdf at the bead of a band of honouiu 
able f ifends afod alliei, and come presently to die 
fiabue^ where you will be received l^ the vietofB 
as m Jcommander^ and by. the vamuiahed a»a 
ffereserveBi^'- ..;.••.. 

. ^ I ;ccnieem:>you*-*>I 4»Miceive you. > I will be 
iB^prdnpt feadiness,?^ spid the Duke. 

<^ Ay, my lord,^ continued Christian ; '^ and 
fiMT.HeaTen^a fiakey let none of those toys^ which 
are the very Dalilahs of your imagination, come 
across you this evenh^ and interfere with the 
ficedition of this sublime, sdieme.^ 
' . : !^f Why, CSuristian, doest think me madi^ va^ 
}iia£r£0ce^s emphatic jreply; ^.^I^tisyouwhoUnger, 
.when all should be ord^ed for a deed so. daring. 
Go theii«^«r-But,bark ye,.Ned ; ere you go^ tell me 
when I shall again see yonder thing of fire and 
Wr*-<-yon eastern Feri» that glides into apartments 
by the key rhole^ and eaves them through the 
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casement— yon black-eyed bouri of the Mahomo* 
tanr paradise-— wheD, I say, sball I see ber ofice 
more?^ • • ' • " •"• '< • -i •• 

. ** Wben your Grace has the tfuhcbebn-of 
Lord Lieutenant of the Kingdom,^ sud Chri8*> 
tian, and left the apEurtmemt ' ' - ^ 

Buckingham stood fixed in Qoiitem]dfitt6n for 
a moment after he was gone. ^< Should I hare 
done this 7"^ he said, arguing tbenntatl^r with 
himself; ** or hadi Ithexhoice, rathier,' ef doii^ 
aught else? Should'Inot hasten to &» iooxitH 
and make Chaorles aware Kxf <the trfiiasQik' wfa&eh 
besets him ? I will, by HeaTen !-^Here^ Jer*< 
ningham, mycoadi, #itfa thedaspatchef ]%ht! 
—I will throw myself at his fieet^ JEUod tdi hiiii d 
all the follies which I have dreamedof with ibk 
Christian.— f-And then be wiB laugh «fe me^ and 
spurn me.-*-No» I have kneeled to himto^ay 
already, and my repulse wais nething gentle* To 
be spumed once in the.sun^s daily round' is 
enough for Bucking^am.^ . 
' Having made this reflection, he sat down, and 
began hastily to mark down the young nobleii and 



d by Google 



206 FXVESIL OF THE PEAK. 

gentlemen of quality, and others, their very ig- 
noble companions, who he supposed- might' be 
likely to assume him for their leader in any popu-^ 
lar disturbance. He' had nearly completed it, 
when Jerninghani entered, to say the coach would 
be ready in an instant, and to bring his master^s 
sword, hat, and cloak. 

** tet the coachman draw offj'* said the Dukej 
^' but be in readiness. And send to the gentle^ 
men thou wilt find named in this list; say I am 
but ill at ease, and wish their company to a slight 
collation. Let instant expedition be made, and 
care not for expense.'* 

The preparations for festivity were speedily 
made, and the intended guests, most of thein per- 
sons who were at leisure for any call that promised 
pleasure, though sometimes more deaf to those of 
duty, began speedily to assemble. There were 
many youths of the highest rank, and with them, 
as is usual in those circles, many of a di£Perent 
class, whom talents, or impudeiice, or wit, or a 
turn for gambling, had reared up into companions 
for the great and the gay. The Duke of Buck- 
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inghun was a general patron of persons of this 
description; and a numevmis attendance took 
place oni the present occadon. 

The festivity was pursued with the usual ap- 
pliances of wine, music, and games of hazard ; 
with which, however, there mingled in that pe- 
riod much more wit, and a good deal more giY)ss 
proBigacy of conversation, than the talents of the 
present generation oetn supply, or their ; taste 
would permit. . - 

The Duk6 himself proved the complete com. 
mand which he possessed over his v^satile cha- 
racter, by maintaining the frolic, the laugh, and 
the jest, while hisear caught up, and with eager- 
ness, the most distant sounds, as intimatmg the 
oommencem^it of Christianas revolutionary pro- 
ject Such sounds were heard from time to. time, 
and from, time to time.they died away, without 
any of those consequences which Buckingham 
expected. . . 

At length, and when it was late in the evening, 
Jemingham announced Master Chiffihch from 
the court; and that worthy personage followed 

the annunciation. . 

1 
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M Stnoqp dilogft luK^p kappnied, mj Lord 
Diike^^ be said; ^^ your jpseaence at court is io^ 
stantly required by.hii MsLjetitf^J'' - ? .i . « 
- • <^: You a)tnh:Bie5^ caid^Buckinghaai^ «taild- 
ingiqi. ^^IhQpeiidlihiDgluuiiiappened*-^Ihope 
there is notbiiig ifvong'^I hope his Mi^tsty i« 

:f<iPetfectlyweH;'«|idClaiBnBk^ Vanide»( 
KMiB to see your Grace without a momeiif s ddby.* 

<< This is sudden,'' said the Duke, ^You ;8e» 
I ha^efaad meny feUovrsaboutiDej ankla]n4carc^ 
in isase to appear, Ghiflnch;^ -i! • u 

^ Your Grace seems 1K> be.ifi vmrf bandiBdiM 
condition,'^ said Chiffinchi ^^ and you know his. 
Migesty is gracious enough to make aUowanoes*'' 

^ True," said the Duke^ not alittle anxions in 
his mind, touching the eaose of this unexpected 
summons — ** True-^is Majesty is most gra^ 
dou^-i^I wiU order my coodi.'' 

^' Mine is below, if your Grace will condescend 
to use it'' 

Forced from every evasion, Buckingham took 
a goblet from the table, and requested his friends 
to remain at his palace so long as they could find 
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the means of amusement there. He expected, he 
said, to retura almost immediately ; if not, he 
would take farewell of them with his usual toast, 
'^ May all of us that are not hanged in the inter- 
val, meet together agsun here on the first Mon« 
day of next month.^ 

This standing toast of the Duke^s bore refer- 
ence to the character of several of his guests ; but 
he did not driqk it on the present occasion with- 
out soqse antic^patipn concerning hi^ own fate, in 
case Christian had betrayed him. He hastily 
made spme jjiddition tv his dress, and attended 
Chiffineh in the chariot to Whitehall. 



VOL. IV* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

High feasting was there there— the gilded roofs 
Rung to the wassail-health — the dancer's step 
Sprung to the dmrd reeponaira— the gay gamester 
To fate's disposal flung his hef^ of gold. 
And laughed alike when it increased or lessen*d i 
Such virtue hath oourt-air to teach us jpatience 
Which schoolmen preach in vain. 

Why come ye nai to Courtf 

Upox the afternoon of the same day, Charles 
held his court in the Queen'^s apartments, which 
were opened at a particular hour to invited guests 
of a certain lower degree, but accessible without 
restriction to the higher classes of nobility who 
had from birth, and to the courtiers who held by 
office, the privilege of the entree. 

It was one part jof Charleses character, which 
unquestionably rendered him personally popular, 
and postponed to a subsequent reign the precipi- 
tation of his family from the throne, that he ha- 
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aidied from his court maiij of theEonnaltaitric* 
tions with which it was in other mgns surroundU 
ed. He was oonsckius of the goodoaatixred grace 
oi his manners, and trusted to it, ofbm not hv 
vaiR, to remove evil impressions aristog from ac^ 
tions, which he was sensible could not be justified 
en the grounds of liberal or nadonal policy. 

In the dfl74ime the King was commonly seen us 
the public walks 9itme, or only attended by one or 
two persons ; and his answer to the remonstranecr 
ci his brother, on the risk of thus exposiog hi» 
person, is well known ; — ^ Brieve me, James,*^. 
he said, << no one will muider me, to m^ke yov 
King.'' 

In the same mannor, Charles's cvei^gs, unlesir 
sudi as were destined to more secret pleasures, 
were frequently qient amongBt i^ who had any 
pretence to approach a courtly circle ; and thutf 
it was upon the night which we are treatXDg ett 
Queen Catherine, reccmcikd or humbled to her 
fate, had long ceased to express any fedings of 
jealousy, nay, seemed so absolutely dead to Mich 
a passion, that she recdved at her drawing-rocmi^ 
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lildfaot'senipiey and«v«d:i^^ fiBebnnigeiiieht^ 
tine Dncbesaet at Portsmbuth and CleY&kod,' and 
irthera, wlio^bjed, thot^bin k lessiavow^ thh^ 
vuttfop^ thecreditof hamaghoen ro^alfairQimleft; 
Giinalraiiit of erery Jdnd was banisbed ivpm*a, oiiu 
iAtMaomfossedf and whicb Hvut fcequeiltedtat the 
wne tmey if BOt bj th? wisest^ atleafid ^ji the "tri^ 
teattoonrtiera^ vho eTer. assembled round a-Mo^ 
aamby and «ix>» as many of thdm bad shared tfae^ 
waiits^;a8ultfihifti^and fioliosaf hisexiie^baddieai; 
aofUiredia sntt ofpnesbriptiTe htensey >vkidi thq[ 
gpfsiuniured ]prmoe, whem he atteined Us period 
ofcipppiperitj^. ocnild. haidl j 'have ^'estradnedr haid^ 
Uiisuiledbis tetapecvto do so. Thiet, hoMfer^tj-wM 
tbd kastof Gfaaslefifs thoughts. His manners were 
s^l^ias. secured him fcom indelieate pblruaidn ^ 
a»id' hetfionglit aio lothcr protectkm from over4kw 
miliasitjJthaii what these and his ready wit afibid-, 
edUnh^'v i .n\' ' :. ' ' • • ..... I .. / 
V tOoidhepEesentjOcdasioD) he was peeiiiUarly>dis^. 
|loflad>l».ieiB^oji the scene of .pleasure whtefaha^^ 
been prepared* The singular d^alh *of -Majors 
Qileby^jdkiab) taking place in his'Oirii pte8€»ioe> 
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|ttdtpvQ(Mnied^ wltlt tbe^ohie of Hipaasiilgf IbDy 
Ibe uDgFatelul nQgl^tnof -tiiie IViBoe-foir(wlioi]!i 
he h^A mcrifioed .CTesyjlhiilg,* had . giveci 'Ckarit^s^ 
nnidiipaia. But^tiafaisiiawn (pinion atdeast^' be 
bideompletely atoDed fbD^Usnegligawe^ibjritte 
tMNaU^.^hioh he bad given liim8&l#<tQiiDtevfere^ 
ui< iay!Our> of : Sir « Gfeoffirey ( iPeneiii land 'Ub «(I%: 
-wb<iise:libemti<)D notoBly;hex:oiiaidei«da9<an>ex^ 
edlet^t >gKtodideed<in ikaelfy tbuty<iitf6iii(tt> ofi the 
grave. rebuke <^ Ormond^^as achieved- ki a Tory 
parfloaable manaery ooDSideriiig the difficull]^ 
YiUb i^bieh be was surroundedi Heeveit<feltfr 
degree, of isatisfaction > on reoeiving. inte)ligeii0e 
f re»n, the oity that there had been distiurbltficeft'in 
the streets, and< that some of the soclre tdolait fitf- 
natics had betaken themselves to their ^meetit^ 
houses, upon suddtfi sanunons toinquire^ as thdor 
pr/9acbers phcased it, into the causes o£ Heaven^s 
. vrath, and into the backsliding of the court, Uwu 
yens,. and Ju^, by whom the false and bloody 
&yourers of the Popish Plot were scveened imd 
dof^kedfirom deserved. punidunent. i <) ' 
, , .TSie.EjMi^^wetrepe^see^nedtQJiea^ 
counts with pleasure, even when he was remind- 
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ed of the dangerous and susceptible obaracter 
of those witli whom such suspicions originated. 
^^ Will any one now assert,^ he said, with self- 
complacence, << that I am so utterly negligent of 
the interest of friends?— You see the peril in 
which I place myself, and even the risk to which 
I have exposed the puUic peace, to rescue a maA 
whom I ha^e scarce seen for twenty years^ and 
then only in his buif«coat and bandaliers, with 
other Tridn^Band officers who kissed hands up- 
on the RestoratioD. They say kings have long 
iiands^^I think they have as much occasion for 
long memories, since diey are expected to watch 
for and reward every man in England, who hath 
•but shewn his good will by crying * God save 
^eKinglv^ ' : 

«< Nay, the rogues are even m<»e uni'easonable 
'etaV/ said Sedley ;*'<!» every knaive of them 
-thinks faimse^entitted to your Majesty^s protec- 
iion iti a good cause, whether he ha$ cried God 
-sAve the King or no * 

The King oniled, and turned to another part 
-iof the stately hall, where everything was assem- 
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bled wl)ich ocnild, according tx> the ta»^e of the 
age, make the time glide pleasantly away. 

In one place, a group of the young nobility, 
and of the ladies of the court, listened to the 
ieader''s acquaintance Empdon, who wlBis accom- 
panying, with his unmalled breathings on the 
flute, a young syren, who, while her bosom pal- 
pitated with pride and with fear, waibled to the 
courtly and august presence the beautiful air be^ 
ginning, 

^' Yovng I am, and jet iiiisk91*d 

How to make a lover yield," &<v * , 

She performed her task ina;manner80GDnesp€nid-»~ 
ing with the strains cxf the amktory poet, and the 
voluptuous air with whidi the words had been 
invested by the cdebtated Pored, that the men 
eiewded around in etetaeies, while most of t^ 
kdies thought it proper either to look extremely 
indifferent to the wotds she sung, or to withdraw 
from the. circle as ^({iiietly ias possible. To the 
song saeceeded a oonoerto, porfbrined bjia select 
band of most admirable . mtisiciails, which the 
King^ whose taste was indisputMxi^^ had himself 
selected. 
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^ .At other taljei^ Jn J(l)e) apartincait) theMcltler 
courtiers vortbipped.Fortwie, at thevaripus fs^ 
,sh\o^$\^e gain£S. of pmbre,, qu^^^^iH^s ba^td, 
an^ the like ; irhUe heaps oF gpld itehich lay be^ 
fpre^tbe playe.r«> augment^ Qr^Jwiodlod wit}i^ 
Qyery turn of a i^$rd or cmt io{ a die. Many .a 
yegr^'s rent of fair estatet as ventured vpon the 
i»ain or the odds ; which, 9pent in the old desert- 
ed manor-house, had repaired the ravages of 
Cromwell upon its walls^ and rep]aeed tfoe sour- 
ces pf good liiiowi&Jk^pipg 4adjhaq)italit]r» tbat^ 
e?chaui^tc^ in tjb^ last 9g^. by. ^e^aiad^ s€iq^estr||•. 
tJon, ^9pre,pQir i»*h(^ pjoesf^tiwa JfciK ,wayof an*; 
nihilatiqn \fj careless prodigality. £lae,wbere^ 
under covOT of observing the gamester, or listen^ 
i^gvto theanu»c, the gaUantnes of tbatidl-licensed 
age were jwactisi^d mncNQkg the gay.a9d£ur» 4?)oea» 
]y watched the whilst by the ugly or the old, who> 
promised themsdYes at least die. {Measure of qb- 
serving, imd it m^ be that of proclaiming, uu 
trigues in which th^y could not be shmfs. . . 
Prom.on^ table to another .gUdi^ the m^artf 
Monarch, exchanging now a glance with a c^^iprtU 
beauty, now a jest with a court-wit, uqw be^tip^ 
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time to iho mustic, and anon losing or Winning a 
few piecesf of gold on -the clrance of the game to 
which 'he stood nearest ; — ^themost amiable of vo- 
kffituarie»^tfae gayest and bestAtij^tured of com- 
f^&roil«---lhe man that would, of all others, have 
beansufltained'his cbkracter, had fife been a con- 
tinned banquet, and its only end to enjoy tho 
passing hour, and send it away as^leasahtly as 
might'be. 

But Kings are' least of aircxempted from the 
ordinary lot of bunmnity ; as^d Seged of Ethio- 
pia IS amongst monatciha lafo' solitary e(xfttnple, of 
the vanity of reckoriing oh a dAy 6t an hour of 
undisturbed sertoity. An attendant on the court 
announced suddenly to their Majesties that a lady, 
Who would only announce herself as a Peeress of 
Ettgliind,'d^sifed to^be admitted into the pre* 
sence. 

'TheQuetti'toid,ha§ti}y,5twasf7npomW^.' No 
pMlrass^ wfthoot announcing her title,' was enti- 
tied to theprivaege'of he?r Vaiik. 

^l'«btild be'BWorh,^ sidd a nobleman in at* 
tenJhtiie, ^ tbat itit some' wliim of the Duchess 
ofJWewtkstle:*' • 



d by Google 



S18 PEVERIL OF THE PEAK. 

The attendant, who brought the message, said, 
that he did indeed believe it to be the Duchess, 
both from the singularity of the message, and that 
the lady spoke with somewhat a fcx'eign accent. 

^^ In the name of madness, then,^ said the 
King, ^' let us admit her. Her Grace is an entire 
raree-show in her own person*— a universal mas« 
querade— indeed a sort of private Bedlam-hospi- 
tal, her whole ideas being like so many patients 
crazed upon the subjects of love and literature, 
who act nothing in their vagaries, save Minerva, 
Veniis, and the nine Musea" 

" Your Majesty's pleasure must always super* 
sede mine,^ said the Queen. ^< I only hope I 
shall not be expected to entertain so fantastic a 
personage. The last time she came to court, Isa- 
bella*^, — (she spoke to one of her Portugueze 
ladies of honour) — ** you were not returned from 
our lovely Lisbon f^^er Grace had the assurance 
to pretend right to bring a train-bearer into my 
apartment ; and when this was not allowed, what 
then, think you, ^e did P-^-even cabsed her traun 
to be made so long, that three mortid yards of sa* 
tin and silver remained in the anti-chamber, sup^ 
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poartcd by four weocbes^ while the other edd wasr 
attached to her Grace^ft person, as she paid her 
duty at the upper end of the presence room. 
Full thirty yards of the most beautiful silk did 
her Graoe^s madness employ in this manner.^ 

*^ And most beautiful damsels they were who 
bore this portentous train,^ said the King — ^< a 
train never equalled sare by that of the great co« 
met in sixty-six. • Sedley and Etherege told us 
wonders of them ; for it it one advantage of this 
new fashion brought up by the Duchess, that a 
matron may be totally unconscious of the coquet- 
ry of her train and its attendants.^ 
' *^ Am I to understand, then, your Majesty^d 
pleasure is, that the lady is to be admitted i'^ said 
the usher. 

" CwtMttly,'' said the King ; « that is, if the 
incognitti be really entitled to the honour.— It may 
be as well to inquire her tide — ^there are more 
mad-wbdien labrocid than, the Duchess of New- 
oa^« I #ill walk into th^ teti-^ioom myself, and 
receive your answer." 

: But ere Charles had reached the lower end of 
tkki apartment in his progress to the anti-roMt, 

19 
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the usher ^lirpriaed the.^?SjEwrt>ly|}3ij ^^{iQfu»«Hpg 
^ iiame,yrhich had.n^t/or: ma^y a j^e^r ^hifwt 
heard in these pqrtly^h^lls-^^pCbe.^^ujH^^^^ 

Stately and .|a)I, ftj^^ i^tHl, at,^^,iK^T#pQ9A, 
p^riod.of 11% .^ayii)g,:ft .ppr»on.,w?)w^W. ^ 
ye^r^, tjtie npb^e lady,^T^|OM»d jbpsirardil'her Spr 
vereigD> will^, a,8^p|5ss^mjWjr^g,tb?rt^:w^ 
she might have met an equal. Thei^ ii^a^Tlih^ 
deed npthJDig in ben manner tb^tipdical^ /o^tker 
hi^ugfatipess or^ssumpilipp;uobecQinuig)tb»t.|^^ 
seno? ;. but her jcp^sqpusness {of wrongs, sttstain-i^ 
ed from the adxmm^tratbn.ojf Cbarl^s^. wd qfi 
the superiorly of the. injured party oyipr.ljfiQse. 
from T^^om,, or in whose name, the injury b^A 
been offered^ gave her look dignityi andheriSt^p. 
firmnessp She was d^ressed in widow's wmU, of. 
the. some fashion lyhich^ wer^ wora «t the .tiQl^ 
her h^Aband, wa« b^lP^bt iU^J^fei, $c^^ md 
which, in the thirty years subaeq^i^mt.to^.tbAti. 
event, sh^.^djVBYjeia p9rwl#^,ter ;ti?]wycW«a 
to alter, . , ..... ,. r,.' j ,1,, . /u, ,•:!.. i 

The spqijti?? W4?;J}0|p)b^pgiWft tp;A« I^ 
aa4 ,e9w4(@.in, J^^Js^^t ,()^)IA9liim»|i^^ 
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dIb#M'tIi« iady etAfitic^ oa the gay scene in 
^ii^ ih^ 'wert engnged, he saw at the same 
ik&ns the necessity of teceivbg her in a manneir 
suitable to his own character, and her rank in 
^e'Biifiab courti He approadhcd her with an 
air of w^lcbine, into which he threw all his na* 
tm&l'grace^ while he began, <* Chere Compiesse 
d&Derbffypuissm^ ReinB dfi Mon^ nptre tre3 au« 

' •^ 'Spb«fc Eti^lish, sire, if I may presume to 
ask^Siidar u ftWitt'j" 6Aid the Couhtlsss. *^ I aiji 
a^F^^t^s c^ thiilr nbtibn'^^iothei' to cme English 
Jfiarl^'arnd^wi^dw, Atai^ to another 1 Iti England 
I iiave 'Ij^pwit. itty brief days of happincsis, my 
lon^ y^ays of widowhood and ^tofrow. France 
amd its language are but to me the dreams of an 
utimter^sting childhood. I knot^ no tongue save 
that of i^iy 'htisband and my Son. Permit me, 
as 'the widow and mdther 6f Derby, thus to ren- 
d^myhortSTge*" * 

' She would have kneeled, bat the King grace- 
fully prevented her, and, saluting her cheek, ac- 
cording tothe^ form, led h^r towards the Queen, 
and kimsctPperfofmed'tbe cereknony of intn)duc ' 
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tion, ** Your Majesty," he s&id, ^ must be iiw 
formed, that the Countess has imposed a restrieif 
tiou on Freiicb*-the language of gallantry and^ 
compliment. I trust your Majesty will, thought 
a fc»*eigner like herself, find enough of honei^ 
English to assure the Countess of Derby, widv 
what pleasure we See her at court, after the ab^ 
sence of so many years.'' 

«* I will endeavour to do so at least,** said die. 
Queen, on whom the appearance of the Countess 
of Derby made a more favourable impreisiott 
than that of many strangers, whow, at the King's 
request, she was in the habit of receiving with 
courtesy. 

Charles himself again spoke. ^< To any other 
lady of the same rank I might put the question^ 
why she was so long absent from the circle ? I , 
fear I can only ask the Countess of Derby, what 
fortunate cause produces the pleasure of seeing 
her here ?" 

** No fortunate cause, my liege, though one 
most strong and urgent,** 

The King augured nothing agreeable from this 
commencement ; and in truth from the Counts 
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ess's first esUMce, he had anticipated some un- 
pkttMnt explanation, which he therefore hasteii- 
ed to parry, having first composed fan features 
into Btt expression of sympathy and interest. 

^* If,^ said he, ^^ tjie eaose is of a nature in 
which we can render assistance, we cannot eii- 
pect your ladyship should enter upon it at the 
present time ; but a manorial addressed to our 
secretary, or, if it is more satisfactory, to our- 
selves direcdy, will receive our immediate^ and I 
trust I need not add, our favourable construo- 
titm.'' 

. The Countess bowed with some state, and an- 
swered, ^* My business, sire, is indeed important ; 
but so brief, that it need not for more than a 
few ounutes withdraw your ear from what is 
more pleasing ; — yet it is so urgent, that I am 
afraid to postpone it even for a moment."" 

** This is unusual,'" said Charles. " But you, 
Countess of Derby, are an unwonted guest, and 
must command my time. Does the matter re- 
quire my private ear ?" 

^^ For my part,"" said the Countess, << the 
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vfhole court might listen ; bat jour Majesty may 
prefer hearing me in the presence of one or tiro 
of jour counsellors.^ 

** Ormond,^ sud the King, looking around, 
** attend us for an instant, — and do you, Arling- 
ton, do the same."* 

The King led the way into an adjoining cal^ 
net, and, seating himself, requested the Countess 
would also take a chair. ** It needs not, nre,^ 
she replied ; then paused for a moment, as if to 
collect her spirits, then proceeded with firmness. 

^^ Your Majesty well said that no light cause 
had drawn me from my lonely hafaitation. I 
cume not hither when the property of my son 
^--that property which descended to him from a 
father who died for your Majesty ^s rights^-was 
conjured away from him under pretext of justice, 
that it might first feed the avarice of the rebel 
Fairfax, and then supply the prodigality of his 
son-in-law, Buckinglmm.^ 

'* These arc over harsh terms, lady,*^ said the 
King. '^ A legal penalty. was, as we remember, 
incurred by an act of irregi^lar violence*— so our 
courts and our laws term it, though personally 

21 
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I haye no objection to call it with you, an ho- 
nourable revenge. But admit it were such, in pro- 
secution of the laws of honour, bitter legal conse- 
quences mre often necessarily incurred.**^ 
^ ** I conie not to argue for my son's wasted and 
forfeited inheritance, sire,"' said the Countess; 
^* i only take credit for my patience, under that 
alBictihg^dispeifsation. t how come to redeem 
th^ honoiit* of ifi^ House of DeAy, more dear to 
n)e than'kll' tfa^ treasures and lands which ever 
belonged to it.'^' ' •• . 

« And by'Whdiii is the lionou^6f the House 
of Dei-by inip^adhetf T" sairf the King ; "for oii 
my W4!)fd yoi^ bring me the first hews ot it.'* 

^ Has thei-e one nari'ative, as these i^ild fic- 
tions ate termbd, bfeen printed with regard to 
the Perish Piot— this t)retended ]^lot, as I will 
call it— ^in Which the honour of our hoilse has not 
be^ touched dnd* tainted ? And are there not two 
noble gentlemen, father and son, allies of the 
House of Stanley, about to be placed in jeopardy 
of -their lives, oil dcfcoufttWif niatter^ lii whiA we 
Are the parties first impeached*?^ 

V6L. IV. t ' 
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The King looked itrandy and smiled to Ar- 
lington and Ormond. ^^ The Countess^ courage, 
^oetbinks, shames ours. What lips dared have 
eallied (he inunoeulate Plot jpr^^^nd^, or the Nar- 
ta^eot the witnessed our preservers from Pa- 
pish knives, a wild fiction ? — But, madam,^ he 
sai^, ^^ ^ugh I admire the generosity of your 
interference in behalf of the two Pevemls, I must 
a<^uaint you, 'that your interlerence is uaneces* 
sai^y-^tfaey afetbis laiorning acquitted.^' 

J* N<i4 limy G6d be praised r* Sai*th« Ce^f- 
ess, folding' her haiinds. *^ I have scarce -skpt 
since I heard the news df their impeachment ; 
and have arrived here to surrender myself to 
your Majesty ^s justice, or to the prejudices of 
the nation, in hopes, by so doing, I might at least 
save the lives of my noble and generous friends, 
^^nvicjoj^ed'in suspicion only, or chiefly, by their 
connexioa with us Are they indeed acquitted ?^ 

•" They are, by my honour,'* said the Sing. 
♦* I marvel you heard not of it.'' 

*^ I arrived but last night, and remained in the 
strictest seclusion,'' smd the Countess^ ^< afndd 
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to make any inquiries that might occHUon diaoo- 
Tery ere I saw your Majesty,** 

** And now that ve have meC,^ sud the King, 
taking her hand kindly— »*^ a meeting nrhiflfi gives 
me the greatest fdeaiure««-raay I Feqbmmend 
to you speedily to return to your royal iiaknd 
Hfith as little eclat as you came hith^? The 
world, my dear Countess, has changed stnee we 
were young. Men fought in the Civil War with 
good swords and mnskets; but now we fight 
with indictments and oaths, and such like 1^1 
weapons* You are no adept in such warfare; 
and though I am well aware you know how to 
hold out a castle, I doubt much if you have the 
art to parry an impeachment. This Plot has 
come upon us like a land storm-^^there is no 
steering the vessd in the teeth of the tempest-^ 
we muBt run for the nearest haven, and happy if 
wo can reach one*'* 

^* This is cowardice, my Liege,^* said the 
Countessi-^^^ For^ve tlie word !-— ^it is but a wo- 
man who speaks \u Call your nobb fri^s 
around you, and make a stand like your royal 
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father. There is but one right and one wrong—* 
one honourable and forward course ; and all 
others which deviate are oblique and unworthy.'^ 

^^ Your language, my venerated friend,^ said 
Qrmond,— ^who saw the necessity of interfering 
betwixt the dignity of the actual Sovereign, and 
the. freedom of the Gknintess, who was generally 
accustomed to receive, not to pay observance,T«- 
^ your language is strong and decided, but it 
applies not to the times* It might occasion a re*' 
tiewal of the Civil War, and of all its miseries^ 
but could hardly be attended with the effects you 
sanguinely anticipate.^ 

" You are too rash, my Lady Countess,^ said 
Arlington, ^^ not only to rush upon this danger 
yourself, but to desire to involve his Maje^y. 
Let me say plainly, that in this jealous time, you 
bave done but ill to exchange the security of 
Castle RushinTor the chance of a lodging in the 
Tower of London.^ 

" And were I to kiss the block there,'' said 
the Countess, ^* as did my husband at Bolton- 
•oo-the-Moors, I would do so willingly, rather 

.17 
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than forsake a friend ! — and one, too, whom, as 
in the case of the younger Peveiil, I have thrust 
upon danger,"" 

" But have I not assured you that both of the 
Peverils, elder and younger, are freed from pe« 
ril ?^ said the King ; '^ and, my dear Countess, 
what can else tempt you to thrust yoursdf on 
danger, from which, doubtless, you expect to be 
relieved by my intervention ? Methinks a lady 
of your judgment should not voluntarily throw 
herself into a river, merely that her friends might 
have the risk and merit of dragging her out.^ 

The Countess reiterated her intention to claim 
a fair trial.— The two counsellors again pressed 
their advice that she should withdraw, .though 
under the charge of absconding from justice, and 
remain in her own feuddi kingdom. 

The King, seeing no termination to the debate^ 
gently reminded the Countess tli^t her Majesty 
would be jealous if he detained her ladyship 
longer, and offered her his hand to conduct her 
back to the company. This she was under the 
necessity of accepting, and retunved accordingly 
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to the apartments of state, -where an eteQt<iccwr^ 
led immediately afterwards, which must be leans- 
fcrred to the next diapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Here lUnd I tight and trim, 
Quick of eye, though little of limb ; 
Ha who denieth the woxd I have spoken, 
Betwixt him and me shall lances be broken. 

Lay ofHiciAMc John deSaUiirik • 

When Charles liad rc-conducted the Countess 
of Derby into the presence-chamber^ before he 
parted with her» he entreated her, in a whisper, 
to be governed by good counsel, and to regard 
her own safety ; and then turned easily from her, 
as if to distribute his attentions equally among the 
other guests. 

These were a good deal circumscribed at the in- 
stant by the arrival of a party of five or six musi- 
cians ; one of whom, a German, under the patron- 
age of the Duke of Buckingham, was particularly 
renowned for his performance on the violoncello, 
but had b^en detained in inactivity i^ the anti- 
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chamber by the non-arrival of his instrument, 
which had now at length made its appearance. 

The domestic who placed it before the owner, 
shrouded as it was within its wooden case, seemed 
heartily glad to be rid of his load, and lingered for 
a moment, as if interested in discovmng what sort 
of instrument was to be produced that could weigh 
so heavily. His curiosity was satisfied, and in a 
most extraordinary manner ; for, while the musi- 
cian was fiunbling with the key, the case being for 
his greater convenience placed upright against the 
wall, the case and instrument itself at once flew 
open, and out started the dwarf, Geoftey Hudson; 
—at sight of whose unearthly appearance, thus sud;- 
denly introduced, the ladies shrieked, andfan back- 
wards ; the gentlemen started ; and the poor Grer- 
man, on seeing the portentous delivery of Ms fiddle- 
case, tumbled on the floor in an agony, supposing; 
it might be, th^t his instrument was metamor- 
phosed into the strange figure which supplied its 
place. So soon, however, as be recovered, he 
glided out of the apartment, and was followed by 
most of his companions. 

" Hudson !'' said the King—" My little old 
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friend, I am not sorry to see you ; though Buck- 
ingham, who I suppose is the purveyor of this 
jest, hadi served us up but a stale one."" 

^^ Will your Majesty honour me with one mo« 
mentis attention ?"* said Hudson. 

<< Assuredly, my good friend,"" said the King. 
^< Old acquaintances are springing up in every 
quarter to-night ; and our leisure can hardly be 
better employed than in listening to them.— >It 
was an idle trick of Buckingham,^ he added, in 
a whisper to Ormond, ^* to send the poor thing 
hither, especially as he was to-day tried for the 
affair of the PJot At any rate, he comes not to ' 
ask protection from us, having had' the rare for. 
tune to come off Plot^ee. He is but fishing, I 
suppose, fbr some little present or pension.''" 

The little man, precise in court etiquette, yet 
impatient of the King^s delaying to attend to him, 
stood in the midst of the fLotXy most valorously 
pawing and prancing, like a Scots pony assuming 
the airs of a warJiorse, waving meanwhile his lit. 
tie hat with the tarnished feather, and bowing 
from time to time, as if impatient to be heard. 
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*' Speak cm, then, my friend,^ said Charlea.; 
*^ if thou bast some poetical address penaed for 
thee^ out with it, that thou mayst have time to re- 
pose these fiourishiDg little limbs of thine.*" .. 

^ No poetical speech hare I, most migMx 
Soveragn^^ answered the dwarf; ^^ but, in plain 
and most loyal prose, Idoaccuse, before thif/cqpoa. 
pany, tfa# once noble Duke of Buckingham of 
high treason r 

" Well spoken, and aiianfally — Get op, man^ 
said the King, who never doubted that this va? 
the introduction to somethiiDg burl^ue or.wittji 
not conceiving that the chi^rge was made in so* 
lemn earnest 

A great laugh took plaoe among sucfaxpurti^rs 
as heard, and among many ^hp- did i)o|; bear^ 
what was uttered by the dwarf ^< the fo|*a9er eur 
iertuned by the >extx:aTSgmit, en^p^as^s md ges- 
ticulation of the litdef^mpipny-and tlie ot))crs 
laughing not the less loud Uaat they laughed for 
exarople^s sake, and upon tr<ist 

^^ What matter is there fiur aU this mirth i^ 
said be, very indignantly-*^^; {^.it f}t subject fof. 
laughing, that I, Geoffrey Hu^fon,, Knight, do. 
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before King a^d nobles^ impeach George Villiersy 
Duke of Buckingham, of high treason ?'^ 

** No subj^t of mirth, ceruddy,'" said Charl^ 
composing hh features ; ^' but great matter of 
ironder.-'Come, cease this mouthing, and fsru^ 
mgt and mummery. — If there be a jest, ooroe 
oat mch it, man ; imd if not, even get thee to the 
beaufiit, and dtink a cup of wine to refresh thes 
after thy close lodging.^ 

^' I tdl you, my Itege,^ said Hudson, impa- 
tiently, yet in a whisper, intended only to be au- 
dible by the King, *^ that if you spend over much 
dme io trifling, you wili be convinced by dire ex- 
periaice of Buckingham's treasob. I tdl you,— ^ 
I asseverate to your Majesty, — two hundred arm- 
ed fanatics will be here within the hour, to sur- 
pnse the guards.^ 

<^ Stand back, ladies,^ sivid the Emg, '< or you 
may hear more than you will care to listen to. 
My Lord of Buckinghate'^s jests are not always, 
you know, quite fitted for female ears ; besides, 
we want a few words in private with our little 
friend* You,myLordofOrmond — ^you,Arlii)g« 
ton, (aad he tiamed t>ne or two others,) may rp« 
miw with u^.*" 
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The gay crowd bore back, and dispersed 
through the apartment — the men to conjecture 
what the end of this mummery, as they supposed 
it, was likely to prove ; and what jest, as Sedley 
said, the bass-fiddle had been brought to-bed of 
•—and the ladies to admire and criticise the an* 
tique dress and richly embroidered ruff and hood 
of the Countess oi Derby, to whom the Queeii 
was shewing particular attention. 

*^ And now, in the name of Heaven, and 
amongst friends,**' said the King to the dwarf, 
" what means all this ?" 

" Treason, my lord the King ! — Treason to 
his Majesty of England !"— When I was cham- 
bered in yonder instrument, my lord, the High- 
Dutch fellows who bore me, carried me into a 
certain chapel, to see, as they said to each other, 
that all was readyl Sire, I went where bass- fiddle 
never went before, even into a conventicle of 
Fifth-Monarchists ; and when they brought me 
away, the preacher was concluding h» sermon, 
and was within a ^ Now to apply^ of setting off 
like the bell*wether at the head of his flock, to 
surprise your Majesty in your royal court I I 
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heard bim through the sound-holes oF my instru- 
ment, when the fellow set me down for a moment 
to profit by this precious doctrine*^ 

'^ It would be singular,^^ said Lord Arlington, 
" were there some reality at the bottom of this 
buffoonery ; for we know these wild men have 
been consulting together to-day, and five con- 
venticles have held a solemn fast/^ 

^' Nay,^ said the King, '^ if that be the case, 
they are certainly determined on some villainy.*" 

*^ Might I advise,"^ said the Duke of Ormond, 
<' I would summon the Duke of Buckingham to 
this presence. His connections with the fanatics 
are well known, though he affects to conceal 
them.'' 

" You would not, my lord, do his Grace the 
injustice to treat him as a criminal on such a 
charge as this ?'' said the King. ** However," 
he added, after a moment's consideration, ^^ Buck-* 
ingham is accessible to every sort of temptation, 
from the flightiness of his genius. I should not be 
surprised if he nourished hopes of an aspiring 
kind— I think we had some proof of it but late- 
ly..^Hark ye, Chiffinch ; go to him instantly. 
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and bring bim here on amy tsir pretext thoa 
canst devise. I would fistin saye him from what 
lawyers call an overt act« The court were 4utt 
as a dead horse, were Buckiiigham to misoarry.^ 

" Will not your Majesty order the ,Hors0 
Guards to turn out?^"* said young Selby, who 
was present, and an oi&cer. 

" No, Selby,'' said the King, « I like not 
horse play. But let them be prepared ; aad let 
the High Bailiff get his civil officers in te$M^ 
ikess, in case of any sudden tumult^^-^aiiUe the 
centinels on the doors of the palacse-^— and see no 
stranger* get in.^ 

"OroM^ said the Duke of Ormonde '^Wheie 
are the foreign fellows who brought in the 
dwarf?'' 

They were sought for, but they were not to 
he found. They had retreated, leaving their in*, 
struments — a circumstance which seemed to bear 
hard on the Duke of Buckingham, their patron. 

Hasty preparations were made to provide resast- 
ance to any effort of despair which the sup^sed 
conspirators might be driven to $ and in the 
meanwhile, the King, withdrawing with Arling* 
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ton,. Ormond, and a few other eounseltors, into 
the cabinet where the Countess of Derby had had 
heraodience, resumed the examination of die little 
discoirerer. His decl^uration, thou^ singular, was 
quite coherent ; the strain of romance intermin- 
gled with it being in fact ar part of his character, 
which often ginned him the fate of being laughed 
at, when he would otherwise have been pitied 
or even esteemed. 

' He comm<»iced witii a flourish about his suf- 
ferings £or the Plot, which the impatience of Or« 
inond would have cut sholrt, had not the King 
reminded his Grace, that a top, when it is not 
Aogged, must needs go down of itself at the end 
of a definite time, while die application of the 
whip may keep it up for hours. 

Geoffrey Hudson was, therefore, allowed to 
^haust himself on the subject of his prison- 
bouse, which he informed the King was n^t with« 
out a beam of lights— an emanation of loveli- 
ness — ^a mortal angel— quick of step and beaud- 
ful of eye, who had more than once visited his 
^confinement with words of cheering and com- 
fort. 

90 
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" By my faith," said the King, " they fare 
better in Newgate than I was aware of. Who 
would have thought of the little gentleman be- 
ing solaced with female society in such a place ?^ 

" I pray your Majesty,'' said the dwarf, after 
the manner of a solemn protest, *^ to understand 
nothing amiss. My devotion ta this fair creature 
is rather like what we poor Catholics pay to the 
blessed saints, than mixed with any grosser qua- 
lity. Indeed, she seems rather a sylphid of the 
Rosycrusian system, than aught more carnal; 
being slighter, lighter, and less than the females 
of common life, who h^ve something of that 
coarseness of make which is doubtless derived 
from the sinful and gigantic race of the antedi- 
luvians.'" 

" Well, say on, man,'' quoth Charles. " Didst 
thou not discover this sylph to be a mere mortal 
wench after all ?" 

« Who ?— I, my liege ?—0 fie !" 

^^ Nay, little gentleman, do not be so particu- 
larly scandalized," said the King ; " I promise 
you I suspect you of no audacity of gallantry." 

" Time wears fast," said the Duke of Oru 
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mond, impn^eB^jf and feoking at his wat<^. 
<< Chiffinch hath been gone ten minutes, and ten 
minutes will bring, him back.^ 

" True,"* said Charles, gnvdy. «< Come to 
the point, Hudson ; and tell us what this female 
has to do with your ooming hither m this extra- 
ordinary manner.^ 

^^ Every thing, my lord,^ said little Hudson. 
^^ I saw her twice dming my confinement iaNew- 
gate, and, in my thought, she is the Tory angel 
.who guards my life and welfare ; for after my 
acquittal, as I walloed towards the city with two 
tall gentlemen, who had been in trouble aloi^ 
. with me ; and just while we stood to our defence 
against a rascally mob, and just as I had taken 
possession of an elevated situation to have some 
vantage against the great odds of numbers, I 
heard a heavenly v<noe sound, as it were, from 
a window behind me, counselling me to take re- 
fuge in a certain house; to which measure I 
readily persuaded my gallant frieilds the Peve- 
rib, who have always shewn themselves wilfing 
to be counselled by me.'' 

'^ Shewing themn their wisdotn at once and 

VOL. IV. Q 
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modesty,^ said the King. ^* But what chanced 
next i Be brief— -be like thyself^ man.'*^ 

" For a time, sire,'' said the dwarf, " it seem- 
ed as if I were not the principal object of at- 
tention. First, the younger Peveril was with- 
drawn from us by a gentleman of venerable ap- 
pearance, though somewhat smacking of a Pu- 
ritan, having boots of neats-leather, and wearing 
his^y^pon without- a sword-knot. When Mas- 
ter Julian returned, he informed us for the first 
time that we were in the power of a body of 
armed fanatics, who were, as the poet says, prompt 
for direful act And your Majesty will remark, 
that both father and son were in some mea- 
sure desperate, and disregardful from that mo- 
ment of the assurances which I gave them, that 
the star which I was bound to worship, would, in 
her own time, shine forth in signal of our safety. 
May it please your Majesty, in answer to my 
hilarious exhortations to confidence, the father 
did but say tush and the son pshaw^ which shew- 
eth how men's prudence and manners are dis- 
turbed by affliction. Nevertheless, these two gen, 
tlemen, the Peveril s, forming a strong opinion 
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of the necessity there was to break forth, were 
it only to convey a knowledge of these danger- 
ous passages to your Majesty, ccmunenced an 
assault on the door of the apartment, I also as- 
sisting with the strength which Heaven hath 
given, and some threescore years have left me. 
We could iK>t, as it unhappily proved, manage 
our attempt so fiolentlyy but what our guards 
overibeard us, and, entering in numbers, sej^ara- 
ted us from each other, and compelled my com- 
panions, at point of pike and poniard, to go to 
some other and more distant apartment, thus se- 
parating our fair society. I was again inclosed 
in the now solitary chamber, and I will own that 
I felt a certain depression <rf* soul. But when 
bale is at highest, as the poet singeth, boot is at 
nighest, for a door of hope was suddenly open- 
ed ^ 

*^ In the name of God, my liege,^ said the 
Duke ol Ormond, *^ let this poor creature^s story 
be translated into the language of common sense 
by some of the scribblers of romances about court, 
and we may be able to make meaning of it.**^ 
Geoffrey Hudson looked with a frowning couii- 
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tenance of rq>ro6f upon the impatieDt tAd Irish 
noUeman, and said, with a very d^pified air, 
'< Ttiat one duke upon a poor gentleman^s hand 
was enough at one time, and that hot for his 
present engagement and dependency widi the 
Duke of Buckingham, he would have endured no 
sudi terms from the Diike of Ormond.** 

** Abate your valour, «id diminish your cho- 
)er, at our request, most puissant Sir QeaSrej 
Hudson,"^ said the King ; ^ and fbrgive theDuke 
of Ormond for my sake ; but at all events go on 
with your story.*" 

Geoffrey Hudson laid his hand on his bosom, 
and bowed in proud and dignified submission to 
his Sovereign ; then waved his forgiveness grace, 
fully to OrincHid, accompanied with a horrible 
grinj which he deagned for a smile of gracious 
forgiveness and conciliation. ^< Under the Duke^s 
fa^ur then,*" he proceeded, " when I said a'door 
of hope was opened to me, I meant a door behind 
the tapestry, from whence issued that fair vision 
-r^yet not so fair as lustrously dark, like the beauty 
of a continental night, where the cloudless azure 
sky shrouds us in a veil more lovely than that of 
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day !«!-rBut I ix)te your Mi^esty'^s impaUence ;-^ 
enough. I followed my beautiful guide into ah 
apartment, where there lay, strangely intermin- 
gled, warlike arms and muBical instruments. 
Amongst these I saw my own late place of tempo- 
rary obscurity— <i violoneello. To my astonish- 
ment, she turned around the instrument, and 
opening it behind by pressure of a sprii^^ shewed 
that it was filled with pstols, daggers, andammu- 
nition made up in bandeliers. < These,^ she said, 
* are this night destined to surprise the court of 
the unwary Charles'*— your Majesty must pardon 
my using her own words ; * but if thou darest go 
in their stead, thou mayest be the saviour of 
king and kingdoms; if thou art afraid, keep se- 
cret, I will myself try the adventura^ Now, may 
Heaven forbid, that Geoffirey Hudson were cra- 
ven enough, said I, to let thee run such a risk ! 
You know not— you cannot know, what belongs 
to such ambuscades and concealments— I am ac- 
customed to them—have lurked in the pocket <^ 
a giant, and have formed the contents of a pasty. 
^ Get in then," she said, ^ and lose no time." Ne^ 
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vertheless, while I prepared to obey, I will BoC 
deny that some cold apprdiensions came over my 
hot valour, and I confessed to her, if it might so 
be, I would rather find my way to the palace on 
my own feet. But she would not listen to me, say- 
ing hastily, * I would be intercepted, or r^sed 
admittance, and that I must embrace the means 
she offered me of introduction into the {vesenoe, 
and when there, tell the King to be on bis^ard 
— littte more is necessary ; for onoe the sdieme is 
known, it becomes desperate.^ Rashly and held- 
ly, I bid adieu to the daylight which was then 
fading away. She withdrew the contents of the 
instrument destined for my concealment, and ha- 
vmg put them behind the chimney-board, intro- 
duced me in their room.. As she clasped me in, 
I implored her to warn the men who were to be 
intrusted with me, to take heed and keep the 
neck of the violoncello uppermost ; but ere I had 
completed my request, I found I was left alone, 
and in darkness. Presently, two or three fellows 
entered, whom, by their language, which I in 
some sort understood, I perceived to be Grermans, 
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and under the influence of the Duke of Bucking- 
bam. I heard them receive frcNDi the leader a 
charge how they were to deport themselves, when 
they should assume theooncealedarmsp— and— for 
I will do the Duke no wrong — I understood their 
oirders were precise, not only to spare the per* 
son of the King, but also those of the courtiers, 
and to protect all who might be in the presence 
against an irruption of the fanatics. In other re- 
spects, they had charge to disarm the Gkntl^naip- 
pensioners in the guard-room, and, in fine, to ob- 
tain the command of the court.^ 

The King looked disconcerted and thought- 
ful at this communication, and bade Lord Ar- 
lington see that Selby quietly made search into 
the contents of the other cases which had been 
brought as containing musical instruments. He 
then signed to the dwarf to proceed in his story, 
asking him again and again, and very solemnly, 
whether he was sure that he heard the Duke'^s 
name mentioned, as commanding or approving 
this action. 

The dwarf answered in the affirmative. 
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^* This,** 0aid the Eifig, ^* is canrying the firo- 
Ik somewhat far.** 

The dwarf proceeded to state, that he was car- 
ried after his metamorphosis into the chapd, 
where he heard the preacher seemingly about the 
dose of his harangue, the tenor of which he 
ako mentioned. Wcnrds, he said, could not ex- 
press the agony which he felt when he found 
that his beared, in pkcibg the instmment in a 
comer, was about to invert its pointion, in wincb 
case, he said, human frailty might have proved 
too great for love, for loyalty, for true obedience^ 
nay, for the fear of death, which was like to en- 
sue on discovery ; and he concluded, that he 
greatly doubted he could not have stood on his 
head for many minutes witKout screaming aloud: 

<< I could not have blamed you,** said the 
Eing; *' placed in such a posture in the royal oak, 
I must needs have roared myself**^— Is this all 
you have to tell us of this strange conspiracy ?** 
Sir GeojSrey Hudson replied in the affirmative, 
and the Eing presently subjoined — ^< 60, my lit^ 
tie friend, your services shall not be forgotten. 
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Knee thou hast crq>t into the bowel» of a fiddle 
for our service, we are bound, in duty and ooiw 
science, to find you a more roomy dwelling in 
future.** 

*< It was a violonoelloy if your Majesty is {dea- 
sed to remember,^ said the little jealous man, 
'^ not a common fiddle ; though, for your Majes- 
ty's service, I would have crept even into n kit.** 

** Whatever of that nature could have been 
performed by any subject of ours, thou wouldst 
have enacted in our behalf-*— of that we hold ouiv 
selves certain. Withdraw for a little ; and hark 
ye, for the i»'esent, beware what you say about 
this matter. Let your appearance be considered 
-—do you mtf k me— as a frolic of the Duke of 
Budcingham ; end hot a word of conspiracy.*' 

«< Were it not better to put him under some 
restraint, sire ?** said the Duke c^ Ormond, when 
Hudson had left the room. 

<^ It is unnecessary,** said the Eingi ^< I re- 
member the little wretdb of old. Fortune, to 
make him the model of absurdity, has closed a 
most lofty soul within that little miserable car- 
case. For wielding his sword and keeping his 

11 
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word, he is a perfect Don Quixote in dedmo- 
sexto. He shall be taken care of. — But, oddsfisb, 
my lords, is not this freak of Buckingham too 
villainous and ungrateful ?^ 

^' He had not had the means of being so, had 
your Majesty,^ said the Duke of Ormond, " been 
less lenient on other occasions.^ 

<' My lord, my lord,**^ said Charles, hastily— 
*^ your lordship is Buckingham's known enemy 
— ^we will take other and more impartial counsel. 
Arlington, what think you of all this ?^ 

^* May it please your Majesty,^ said Arling« 
ton, <* I think the thing is absolutely imposfflble, 
unless the Duke has had some quarrel with your 
Majesty, of which we know nothing. His Grace 
is very flighty, doubtless, but this seems actual 
insanity.^ 

" Why, faitb,^ said the King, " some words 
passed betwixt us this morning— his Duchess it 
seems is dead— and to lose no time, his Grace had 
cast his eyes about for means of repairing the 
loss, and had the assurance to ask our consent to 
woo my niece Lady Anne."' 
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" Which your Majesty of course rejected,^ said 
the statesman. 

^^ And not without rebuking his assuranoe,^^ 
added the King. 

" In private, air, or before any witnesses ?^ said 
the Duke of Ormond. 

" Before no one,** said the King, — " excepting 
indeed httle Chiffinch ; and he, you know, is no 
one.'' 

*^ Hinc nice ladmfnuB^ said Ormond. ^ I 
know his Grace well. While the rebuke of his 
aspiring petulance was a matter betwixt your 
Majesty and him, he might have let it pass by ; 
but a check before a fellow from whom it was 
Hkely enough to travel through the court, was a 
matter to be revenged." 

Here Selby came hastily from the other room, 
to say, that his Grace of Buckingham had just 
entered the presence chamber. 

The King rose. ^^ Let a boat be in readiness, 
with a party of the yeomen,'' said he. *' It may 
be necessary to attach him of.treason, and send 
him to the Tower.'' 
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<^ Should not a Secretary of Staters wartluit 
be prepared T said Qrmond. 

^ No, my Lord Duke,^ said theffing, sharp- 
ly. *< I still hope that the necessity may be 
avoided.^ 
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CHAPTER XL 



High reaching Buckingham grows dicuaupect. 

Riduwd III. 



Befoeb giWng the reader an account of the 
meeting betwixt Buckingham and his injured 
Sovereign, we may mention a triflmg circum- 
stance or two which took place betwixt his Grace 
and Chiffinch, in the short drive betwixt York 
Place and Whitehall 

In the outset, the Duke endeavoured to learn 
from the courtier the spedal cause of his being 
summoned so hastily to the jcourt. Chiffinch an- 
swered, cautiously, that he bdieved there were 
some gambols going forward, at which the Kii^ 
desired the Duke^s presence. 

This did not quite satisfy Buckingham^ ibr, 
conscious of his own rash purpose, he could not 
but apprehend discovery. After a moment^s sft- 
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lence, ^* Chiffinch,^ he said, abruptly, ^' did you 
mention to any one T^hat the King said to me 
this morning touching the Lady Anne ?^ 

*^ My Lord Duke,^ said Chif&nch, hesitating, 
" surely my duty to the King— my respect to 
your Gra ce ■ ^ 

^^ You mentioned it to no one then ?^ said the 
Duke, sternly. 

" To no one,'*' replied ChiiBnch, faintly, for he 
was intimidated by the Duke's increasing seve- 
nty of manner. 

" Ye lie, like a scoundrel !'' said the Duke — 
« You told Christian r 

" Your Grace," said Chiffinch — ^^* your Grace 
—your Grace ought to remember that I told 
you Christian's secret; that the Countess of 
Derby was come up." 

** And you think the one point of treachery 
may balance for the bther ? But no. I must have 
a better atonement Be assured I will blow your 
brains out, ere you leave this carriage, unless you 
tell me the truth of this message from court." 

As Chif&nch he«tated what reply to make, a 
man, who, by the blaze of the torches, then aU 
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ways borne, as well by the lacqueys who hung 
behii}d the carriage, as by the footmen who ran 
by the side, mi^t easily see who sate in the 
coach, approached, and sung in a deep manly 
voice, the burthen of an old French song on the 
battle of Marignan, in which is imitated the Ger- 
man-French of the defeated Swiss. 

Tout est verlore 
La tintelorei 
Tout e$t verlore 

Bei Got. 

" I am betrayed,'' said the Duke, who instant- 
ly conceived that this chorus, expressing *< all is 
lost,'' was sung by one of his faithful agents, 
as a hint to him that their machinations were 
discovered. 

He attempted to throw himself from the car- 
riage, but Chiffinch held him with a firm though 
respectful grasp. " Do not destroy yourself, 
my lord," he said, in a tone of deep humility—^ 
^^ there are soldiers and officers of the peace 
around the carriage, to enforce your Grace's co- 
ming to Whitehall, and to prevent your escape. 
To attempt it would be to confess guilt ; and I 
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achrifle jou strangly against tibat^--the King is 
your fTieiid--4ie y<mr own.^ 

The Duke, after a iBoment'*B connderatioii, 
said Bulloily^ ^ I bejieve you ore right. . Why 
should I fly, when I am guilty pf nothing but 
sending some fire-works to entertain the court, 
instead of a concert of nuidc P*^ 

^' And the dwarf, who came so unexpectedly 
out of the bass-viol——" 

<< Was a masking device of my own, Chif- 
finch,^ said the Duke, though the circumstance 
was then first known to him. <^ Chiffineh, you 
will bind me for ever, if you will permit me to 
have a minute''s conversation with Christian. 

♦< With Christian, my Iwd ?— Where could 
you find him?-— You are aware we must go 
straight on to the court.^ 

^ True,"" said the Duke, << but I thmk I can- 
not miss findiog him ; and you, Mastar Chif- 
fineh, are no officer, and hove no warrant either 
to detain me prisoner, or prevent my speaking to 
whom I please.*" 

Chiffineh replied, *< My Lord Duke, your gd* 
tiius is so great, and your escapes so numerous. 



d by Google 



PKVSRIL OF THB PKAK. 257 

that it will be from no wirii of my own if I am 
forced to hurt a man so skilful and so popular.^ 

^' Nay, then^ there is life in it yet»^ said the 
Dake, and whistled ; when, from beside the lit- 
tle cutler^s booth, with which the reader is ac- 
quainted, appeared, suddenly. Master Christian^ 
and was in a moment at the side of the coach. 
^* Gtmz ist verloren^ said the Duke. 

*^ I know it,^ said Christian ; '^ and all our 
godly friends are dispersed upon the newis. 
Lucky the Colonel and these German rascals 
{pive a hint. All is safe-* You go to court.«^ 
Hark ye, I will follow.'' 

^^ You, Christian ? that would be more friend- 
ly than wise.'' 

** Why, what is there against me f said Chris- 
dan. ^' I am innocent as the child uoibom — so 
is your Grace. There is but one creature who 
can bear witness to our guilt ; but I trust to 
bring her on the stage in our favour-^-besides, 
if I went not, I should {vesently be sent for." 

" The familiar of whom I have heard you 
speak, I warrant ?" 

VOL. IV. . R 
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** Hatk'iii your ear again.^ 
<! Iiniderktand,^ said tlie Duke, f^sod vSl 
delay Mk$ter Chiffiiich,--^fbr he, you must know, 
is Imy conduetor,*-«-no longer.-^^—Wdl, Cfaifiindi, 
let them drire on. — Vofftie la Gdlere F he exclaim- 
ed, as the carriage went onward ; ^^ I have saakfi 
throtigh worse perils than this jet.^ 

" It is not'fiit me to judge,'" said dnffinch ; 
^ your Grrace is a hold dommander ; and Chris- 
tian hath the cunning of the devi}.for a fnlot; 
ht]t->^^-^However,. I- renown youi* Grace'^s poca- 
friend, and 'Will heartily mejoiee in your extrica- 
tion," 
' ^Give me a pitfof of ;^our friendship," ^d 
the Duke. '• Tell me what you know of Chris- 
tianas &miliar, as he calls her." * 

<^ I believe if to he the same dandng wench 
who came with Empsbn to my- bouse on die 
'morning that 'Mistress Alice mad^ her esci^ 
from us* But you have seen her, my lord?" 

«« I ?" said the Duke ; " when did I see her P" 

** She was employed by Christian, I believe, 
to set his niece at liberty, when he found hirascdf 
obliged to gratify his fanatical brother-in-law. 



d by Google 



by restoring fais child ; besides being proi&pted 
by a pmate desire^ as I think^ of booteriiig your 

*' Umpb ! I auspected 6o much. I will repay 
V ^ the Ihxke* M Bqt £<«t to g€t out of 
this dilemnia. — That witch thea was his familiar ( 
md she joined in the. plot to taM^im meP-r-But 
here we reach Whitehall. — Now, Chiffi^cb^-be 
iSp vocie thaa thy yord> Aqd-^«)w^ Bucddng- 
bam, be thyself r 

But ere we follow Buckingham iutp.tb^ pre- 
SMoe, whtre be bad so difficttlt a pari to §U^tain, 
it may not be iimiss to follow ClH*istiA» aftoir his 
brief conversation with the Duke of 3uckmgham.. 
Upon cewentering the^. (touse) which he did by a 
circuitous passage, leading from $l distant ailey^ 
and through several courts^ Christian hastened to 
a low matted apartm^t, in which Bridgenorth 
sat alone, reading the Bible by the light of a 
small brazen lamp, with the utmost serenity of 
countenance. 

*< Have you dinnissed the Peverils?^ said 
Christian, hastily. 

<< I have,'' said the Major. 
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** And upon what pledge— that they will not 
carry information against you to Whitehall ?^ 

" They gave me their promise voluntarily, 
when I shewed them our armed friends were dis- 
missed. To-morrow, I believe, it is their purpose 
to lodge informations.'" 

" And why not to-night, I pray you ?" said 
Christian. 

'* Because they allow us that time for escape.^^ 

*« Why, then, do you not avail yourself of it?. 
Wherefore are you here ?" said Christian. • 

" Nay, rather, why do tfou not %?"" said 
Bridgenorth. " Of a surety, you are as deeply 
engaged as I.*" 

*^ Brother Bridgenorth, I am the fox, who knows 
a hundred modes of deceiving the hounds ; you 
are the deer, whose sole resource is in hasty flight. 
Therefore lose no timer-b^one to the country 
—or rather, Zedekiah Fish's vessel, the Good 
Hope, lies in the river, bound /or MassuRchussets 
—take the wings of the morning, and b^one — 
she can fall down to Gravesend with the tide^^ 

" And leave to thee, brother Christian,^ said 
Bridgenorth, " the charge of my fortune and:m)r 
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daughter? No, brother; my opinion mubt be 
re-established ere I again trust thee.^ 

** Go thy ways, then, for a suspicious fool,"' 
said Christian, suppressing his strong desire to 
use language more offensive ; ^* or rather stay 
where thou art, and take thy chance' of the gal« 
lowsT 

<^ It is appointed to all men. to die onc€l,^^said 
Bridgenorth ; ^< my life hath been a living death. 
My fairest boughs have been stripped by the 
axe of the forester-— that which survives must, 
if it shall blossom, be grafted elsewhere, arid at a 
distance from my aged trunk. The sooner, then; 
the root feels the axe, the stroke is tnore -weli- ' 
come. I had been pleased, indeed^ had I been 
called' to bringing yonder licendous ' court tb a 
purer character, and relieving the yoke of the sufl 
fering people of God. That yotith too-nson t6 ' 
that precious woman, to whom I owe the last tie 
that feebly Hnksmy wearied s{urit to huoiamty— « 
could I have travmled' with him in the good 
cause !— But that, with all my' other hopec(, iir 
brdken for eter ; and since I am not worthy to be 
aninstrument in so gr^t a wdrk, I luve little di^ 
nre to abide longer in this vale of sorrow.^ 
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<< Farewell, theiH despbnding foci T said Chris, 
dan, unable, widi. att hisiealmoess, aaj longer to 
suppress his contempt for the resigned and hope- 
less- predestinariani ^ That hie shduM. hare 
elogged me with sueh eonfederates^^ he nuitter^ 
ed^ IM he left the apartmeDt*^*^ diis ligotted 
fool is now nearly irreclaimable— I must toZa- 
rah ; for she, or naone^ mustcanj us thibugh 
tihese striuts. If I can^ but soodi* her sullen tem- 
per, and excite her vanitj to actabn,*-*betwikt 
her address, the KihgY partiality for the Duke, 
Buckingham'^d matcblete eBibntery^and my own 
hand upon the helm, wjc may yet weadi^ the 
tempest that davk^ns^ around us. Biit what we 
do > ttnist be hastily done;^ 

Dn another apartment he found the {ierdon 
he soUght'-'-the same who Vinted the Duke of 
Buokingham^s haram, and, haviihg reliered Alice 
Bridgenorth from her confinement there, had oc- 
cupied her pikce as has been already narrated, 
or rather intimated. She was nowmudi liiore 
plainly attired than when she. had tantalized the 
Duke with her presence ; but her dress had still 
something of the Oriental diaracter, which cor- 
responded with the dark complexion and quick 
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eye qf the wearei". She had the kferchiefat her 
eye9 ea Ghristiaa entered the apatitmecit, but 
suddenly withdreif it^^ ^nd, flashtqg on him a( 
glance of 0C(»rn and indigp^atioH^ asked him wliat 
he meaiE^ by intruding where his compiEiny was 
abke undoiight Ibor and undeared. 

" A proper qv.eistidn,'' fiaid Christian:, ^^frop 
a ala^e Id her iBiaa(€i)g ?"" 

'^ B^doier sayv a foroper qiie$^n> and of all 
qptestiotts the mo^ proper, from a mistress lb her 
sldve ! Enow yot« not, that fr^m the hour in 
which you discovered your incffiible baseness, 
you have made me mistress of your lot P While 
you seemed but a demon of v^ngjeflmce^ you. com- 
manded terror, and to good purpose; .b^i s^ieh 
a foul fiend as tbou hast of lute shewn thyself—* 
such a very worthlessy base trii^kster pf the devil 
— such a sordid grovelling imp of perdition, can 
gain nothing but scorn frpm a soul like minet!* 

<< Gallantly mouthed,^, said Christian, ^< luid 
with good emphasis.^ . 

^^ Yes,^^ answered Zarab, ^^ I can spj^akr^-^oi^de* 
times-T-I can also be mute ; and that no one knows 
better than. thou.^ ,,. 

*' Thou art a spoiled child, Zarfi^ji^d do^^t but 
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abuse the indulgence I entertain for your fimik- 
igh humour/^ replied Christian ; *^ thy wHs hare 
been disturbed since ever you landed in £Spgland, 
and all for the sake of cane who cares for thee no 
more, than for the most worthless obyeet who 
walks the streets, amongst wrhom hp left you to 
engage in « brawl far one he lor^ better.^ 

^^ It is no matter,^ said Zaxah, obviously re- 
pressing very Utter emouoo ; << it signifies not 
that he loves another bett^ ; there is noBe-**4i(s 
none-^bat ever did, or can love him so well.^ 

*^ I pity you, Zarah !^^ said Christian, with sottie 
soom. 

" I deserve your pity,'* she replied, " were 
your pity worth my accepting. Whom have I 
to thank for my wretchedness but you P'-^You 
bved me up in thirst ot vengeance, ^re I knew 
that good and evil were any thbg better than 
names; — to gain, your applause, and to gratify 
the vamty you had excited, I have for years un- 
dergone a penance, from which a thousand would 
have shrunk.^ 

<< A thousand, Zarah r answared Christiatt-; 
*< ay, a hundred thousand, and a million to boot ; 
the creature is not on earth, being mere mortal 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^4Mian/tllal wdliM have undei^ne the thirtieth 
|iart of thy self-d^fiial.'*' 

<<I belteTe it,"^ said Z$snby drawing tip her 
«light but degant figure ; ^ I befiere it— I hdve 
gMe dHTOiigh a'triidf that few indeed cddd hate 
suatalped. I ha^e renounced the dea^ intercourto 
of my kind ; compelled my tongue only t<^utter9 
like that c^ a spy, the knowledge wliich my ear 
hod only odleeted a6 a bate ekves-Jropper. This 
I liaise jdaoe t^ year»-^dr y^M-^-and all fbr 
the 8ake<>£ybur private api^use—Hsind the hope 
of vengeamse on a wonmiit who; if she did ill in 
murdering my father, has been Utterly repaid bf 
nourishing a aerpent in her boaom, that had the 
tooth, but not the deafened ear of the adder.*" 

*< Wdt— well— wfeH,** reiterated Christiim^ 
<* and hod you ^not ^our reward in my approba- 
tion--^ the oeneciouBneds of your own unequal^ 
led dex«eiit^«-^y which, superior to any thing of 
thy sex that histoi^ has ever knowti, you endu*. 
red whatwomaA never before endured, insolenoe 
without notice, admiration without answo:,' and 
sardMm without' rdply ?^ 

<^ Not witlibut veplyv^ said Ztamh ^'fiercely. 
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^ Gave not NAtm!^ to my teidiog^ « oo«ir$& of i«a&> 
pression more impressive. tdiim words.?. and. Ai4 
not those tremble at m^shijeks^who' would have 
little minded my entreaties or .my eooif4aib!t8? 
And my proud lady» ^ho sausedihei: otnurittes miih 
the taiuit9 she thought I heard notr— she Waa j willjr 
paid by the paa^ing. of hor dearestf aiu} tnbat ^ecifet 
concerns iAto the hands of her mortal enemy ; and 
the vain Eari-^-yet.he was a. thing. as insigtiifi* 
cant as the plume. that nodded m biaedp ;ri^-aki4 
the maidens and iad&es who taunlied me*-r-I had, 
or caa easily have, my revenge on them. But 
there is om^ sh^ addled, looking upward^ ^ wJio 
never taonted me; one whose generous fhfliiqfs 
could treat the poor dumb fpxl eten as hid sister; 
who jiever spoke wtcnrd of hei? but it waa to excuse 
or defend— and you. tell me I must not love him; 
and that it is madness to love, him It-t^I mUbt 
mad then^for I will lov^ him till the laleat 'breath 
of my Itfe T 

<< Think but an instant^ silly girl— silly bnjt 
in- one vespect, ainoe in all others thou may^st 
brave the woHid of women. Think that I h&^e 
proposed to. thee, for the loss of ^thia hopeless af- 
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fectiod, a cdreer so brilliant l«^Think: only thai 
it resits Vith thyself to be the wife-^the Wedded 
wife-^-rf> tbe princely Buckingham ! With my 
talcnts.«.with thy wit and beauty-*— with his pas- 
sionate love of these attributes^^^ short space 
might rank you among England*s princesses. Be 
but guided by me-*^he is now at a deadly pas»->- 
needs every assistancir to retrieve his fortune^-*- 
above all, that wihich we alone can render him. 
Fut yourself under niy conduct, and not fate it- 
self shall prevent your wearing a Duchesses coro^ 
net.*" 

** A coronet of thistle-down, entmnod with 
thifitle-leaves/^ said Zarah. <' I know not a 
slighter thing than your Buclcingham ! I saw him 
at your request>«-saw him when, as a man, he 
should have shewn himself generous and ndUe— 
I stood the proof at your desire, for I laugh tft 
those dangers from which the poor blushing wait- 
ers of my sex shrink and withdraw themselves. 
What did I find him P-*-^ poor wavering volup- 
tuar]^«-his nearest attempt to passion like the fire 
on a wretched stubble-field, that may singe in* 
deed, or smoke, but can neither warm nor devour. 
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Christian ! were his coronet at ray feet this inol 
ment, I would sooner lift a crown of ^Ided gin-' 
gerbread, than extend my hand to raiso it^ 

^* You are mad, Zarah— with all your taste 
and talent, you are utterly mad ! But let Buck- 
ingham pass— Do you owe me nothing on this 
emergency ?— ^Nothing to one who rescued yoii 
from the crueEty of your owner, the posture-mas^ 
ter, to place you in ease and affluence ?^ 

** Christian,*^ she replied, ** I owe you much. 
Had I not felt I did so, I would, as I have been 
often tempted to do, have denounced thee to the 
fierce Countess, who would have gibbetted you 
on the feudal walls df Castie-Bushin, and bid 
your heirs seek redress from the eagles, that 
would long ^nce have thatched their nest with 
your hair, and fed their young ospreys \nth your 
flesh.'' 1 ' 

" I am truly glad you have had so much for* 
bearance for me,'' answered Christian. 

*^ I have it, in truth and in sincerfty,* replied 
Zarah — ** Not for your benefits to m c ' t ou ch a6 
they were, they were every one selfish, and confer-^ 
red from the most selfish considerations. I have 
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overpaid tbem a thousand times by the devotioii 
to your will, which I have displayed at the great- 
est personal risk. But till of late, I respected 
your powers of mind — your inimitable command 
of passion — ^the force of intellect which I have 
ever seen you exercise over all others^ from the 
bigot Bridgenorth to the debauched Bucking-* 
ham— in that, indeed, I have recc^ized my mas- 
ter.'' 

<< And those powers,"' said Christian, ^* are un* 
limited as. ever ; and with .thy assistance, thoui 
shalt see the strongest meshes that the laws o£ 
civil society ever wove to limit the natural dig-1 
nity of man, broke asunder like a spider?s web." 

She paused, and answered, ^^ While a noble 
motive fired thee— ay, a nobTe motive, though ir- 
regular — for I was bom to gaze on the sun which 
the pale daughters of Europe shrink firom<r-I-. 
could serve thee — I could have followed, while 
revenge or ambition had guided thee — ^but love of 
weaUhy and by what means acquired ! — What sym- 
pathy can I hcJd with that ? — ^Wouldst thou not. 
have pandered to the lust of the King, though 
the object was thine own orphan niece ?— ^You 
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SBttle ?-*^^ile agdtt irhen lask you whetlisrjoii 
meaxkt not m j 0wn pbotthution, When jroa char* 
ged me lo remian in ihm llotise ai that wretched 
Backingham P-^-Smile atthatquestioD, and by 
Heoten I stab you to the he^urt P And^flhi^ 
thrust ha: hand in toher boaoai) and partly riieved 
the hlit of a Bmall poniard. 

^'rAnd if I BBDiie;' (uud Chmtiaii, <^ it isbut 
in scorn of so odious an accusation. Girl, I witt 
not tell thee the reason, but there exists not on 
earth the liinmg thing over whose safety and ho>- 
nour I would keep wmteh as over thine. - Boekiai^ 
ham^s wife, indeed, I wished thee ; jand through 
thy own beauty and thy wit, I doubted not to 
bring the match to pass.^ 

<« Vain flatterer,^ said Zarab, y^ deeming 
soothed even by the flatty wluch she scoffed 
at, " you woruld persuade rae that it was: ho- 
ncNvrable love which you expected the Duke wbb 
to have offered me. How durst you urge so 
gross a deception, to which time, place, and eir- 
comstance, gave the lie ?— ^How dare you now 
again mention it, when you well know, that atihe 
time you mention, the Duchess was still in liiei^ 
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f^ In life, but on her dentlvbed,'' said Cbri». 
tbui; ^^ and for l^me, pkoo^ aAd <nrciiiiietance^ 
had your yivtiie, m j Zarah, depend^ on these, 
how couldst dum have btai the eredtiive thou art P 
I-knenr theeaU-suffimekit to bid him defiance-*— 
)elaes-i»fortbou artdeaterto vUBtban thou think- 
estirt^I had not risked thee to win the Duke of 
Buckingham;, a J, add die kingdom of England 
tO'l7<iot-4«<-6o nowv wik thou .he imled and go on 
wilbfa-me?' •''• •» • • 

• > 2arab, or iPenella, for our readevs must have 
been long awave pf the identity of these two peiv 
sonages^east down her eyes, and was silent for a 
long time. ** Christian,^ she said at kst, in a so* 
lenm Toiee, ^^ if my ide^ of right and of wrong 
be >wild and incoherent, I owe it, first, to the wild 
fever whioh my native sun communicated to my 
veins; next, to my childhood, trained amidst the 
afaifta^ and trieks^ and feats of jugglers and moun- 
tebanka ; and then, to a youth of fraud and decep- 
tion^ through the course thou didst prescribe me, 
iaTrhidi Imight,indeed,hearevery thing, butcpm- 
miinicate,ivith no one. The last cause of my wild 
errors, if such they are, originates, O Christian, 

14 
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voA you alofie ; by whose intrigaes I was fiboed 
with ycmder lady, and who taught me, that tore.' 
veBge my father^s death, was mjfint great duty 
on earth, and that I was bound by nature to hate 
and injure her by whom I was fed and fostered^ 
though as Ae would have ted and caressed adi^, 
or any other mute animal. I aho think, fiar I 
will dealfairly widi you, that yon had not so easily 
detected your niece, in the ehSid whose Surpri- 
zing agility was making yonder brutal mounter 
bank'*8 fortune ; nor so readily iHdoced: him to 
part witii his bond-^kve, had you m^, for your 
own purposes, placed me under his [diarge, and 
reserved the privilege of claiming ttie when you 
pleased. I could not, under any other tuition, 
have identified myself widi the personage of a 
mute, wluch it has been your deare that I diould 
perfcNrm through life,'' 

^< You do me injustioe, Zarah,'' said Christian 
— -*< I found you capable of dtschai^ing, toim un^ 
common degree, a tssk necessary to tlie avenging 
of your father's death-~I consecrated you to it, 

as I consecrated my own life and hopes ; and.you' 

as 
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h$id the diit j ncredy till these mad feeUo^gs to* 
wards a youth who lov^es your coua n ^ 

" Who— 4ovesH-Hny— -oouam,^ repeated Za- 
rah, (for we will continue to call her by her real 
name,) slowly, and as if the words dropped un. 
consciously from her lips. ^^ Well-«*be it so !— i 
Man of many wilesi I will follow thy course for 
a little, a very little farther ; but take heed— > 
teaie me not with remonstrances agamst the trea- 
sure of my secret thoughts— I mean my most 
hc^pdess affecticm to Julian Peveril— and bring 
me not as an asastant toany snare which you ma;^ 
de«gn to cast around him. You and your Duke 
shall rue the hour most bitterly, in whidi you 
provoke me. You may suppose you have me in 
-your power ; but remember the snakes of my 
burning elknate are never so fatal as when you 
•grasp them.'* 

<* I care matlbr these Peverils,^ said Christian— 
'< I cave not finr their fate a poor straw, unless 
where it bears on that of the destined woman, 
whose hands are red in your father's blood. Be- 
lieve me, I can divide her fate and theirs. I will 
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explain to you how. And for the Duk^, he may 
pass amoDg men of the town fen* wit, and among 
soldiers for valour, among courtiers for manners 
and for form ; and why, with his high rank and 
iflOEmen^ fortune, you should thrpw away an op- 
portimity, which, as I could now improve it — "" 

<< Speak not of it,^ said Zarah, ^^ if thou 
wouldst have our truce < — remember it is no 
peace»*-iP, I say, thou wouldst have our truce 
grow to be an hour old !'''' 

'^ This, then,'' said Christian, with a last effort 
to work upon the vanity of this angular being, 
^^ is she who pretended such superiority to hu- 
man pasfflon, that she could walk indifferently 
and unmoved through the halls of the prosper- 
ous, and the prison cells of the captive, unknow- 
ing and unknown — sympathizing neither with 
the pleasures of the one, nor the woes of the 
other^ biit advancing with sure, though silent 
steps, her own plans, in desfHte and regaxdless 
pf either r 

*' My own plans !" said Zarah— *♦ 3% plans. 
Christian — thy plans of extorting from the sur- 
prised prisoners means whereby to convict them 
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-^thine oWn plans, formed with those more power- 
ful than thyvelf, to sound men^s secrets, and hj 
u«ng them as matter of aiMsusation, to keep up 
the great delusion of the nation.*^ 

' *' Such access was indeed given you as mj 
agent,^ said Christian, ** and for advancing a 
gfeat national change. But how did you use it ? 
— *4o advance 3roar own insane passion.*" 

<< Insane !^ said Zarab— << Had he been less 
than insane whom I addressed, he and I had ere 
now been far from the toils which yoii have 
pitched for us both. I had means prepared for 
every diingvand ere this, the shores of Britain 
had been lost to our sight for ever." 

** The miserable dwarf, too,'* said Christian— 
" Was it worthy of you to delude that poor 
creature with flattering visions — ^luU him asleep 
with drugs ? Was that my doing ?"" 

** He was my destined tool," said Zarah, 
haughtily. ** I remembered your lessons too well 
not to use him as such. Yet scorn him not too 
much. I tell you, that yon very miserable dwarf, 
whom I made my sport in the prison, — yon 
wretched abortion of nature, I would select for a 



d by Google 



husband, ere I would many your BuckiDgham ; 
-—the Yidn and imbecile pigmy has yet the warm 
heart and noble feelings, that a man should hold 
his highest honour.'*^ 

' " In God's name, then, take your own way,^ 
said Christian; /'and, for my sake, let never 
miui hereafter limit a woman in the use of her 
tongue, since he must make it amply up to her, 
in allowing her the privilege of her own wilL 
Who would have thought it? But the oolt has 
slipped the bridle, and I must'%ieeds follow, since 
I Cannot guide her.^ 

Our narrative returns to the court of Kmg 
Charles, at Whitehall. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



. But ! 



What shall I sky to thee, Lord Scroop ; thou cruel, 
IngjAtefu), savitge, and ioiiuman oreatiMre I 
Thou that didst bear the key of all my counsels, 
That kneW^ the vevy bottotti of my sotil. 
That almost mi(sht'st have coin'd me mto gc4d, 
Would'st thou have practised on me for thy use ? 



At no period of his lil^, not eyen when that 
life was in eminent danger, did the constitutional 
gaiety of Charles seem more overclouded, than 
when waiting for the return of Chiffinch withthe 
Duke of Buckingham. His mind revolted at the 
idea, that the person to whom he had been so 
particularly indulgent^ and whom, he had selected 
as the friend of his lighter hours and amusements, 
should prove capable of having tampered with a 
plot apparently directed against his liberty and life. 
He morQ than once examiped the dwarf anew, but 



d by Google 



278 PEVERIL OF THE FEAK. 

could extract nothing more than his first narra- 
tive contained. The apparition of the female to 
him in the cell of Newgate, he described in such 
fanciful and romantic colours, that the King 
could not help thinking the poor man''s head a 
little turned ; and as nothing was found in the ket- 
tledrum, and other musical instruments brought 
for the use of the Duke^s band of foreigners, he 
nourished some slight hope, that the whole plan 
might be either a mere jest, or that the idea of 
an actual conspiracy was founded in mistake. 

The persons who had been dispatched to watch 
the motions of Mr Weiver'^s congregation, brought 
back word that they had quietly dispersed. It 
was known, at the same time, that they had met 
ill arms, but this augured no particular deingn 
of aggression, at a time when all true Protestants 
conceived themselves in danger of immediate mas- 
sacre ; wtien the fathers of the city had repeatedly 
called out the Train Bands, and alarmed the citi* 
zens of London, under the idea of an instant in- 
surrection of the Catholics ; and when, to sum the 
whole up, in the emphatic words of an aldetlnan 
of the day, there was a general belief tiiat they 
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would all awakea some unhappy morning with 
their throats cut. Who was to do these dire deeds, 
it was more difficult to suppose ; but all admitted 
the possibility that they might be achieved, since 
one Justice of Peace was alreadymurdered. There 
was, therefore, tio inference of hostile intentions 
agunst the State, to be decidedly derived from 
a congregation of Protestants jpar excellence^ mi- 
litary from old associations, bringing their arms 
wit^ them to a place of worship, in the midst of 
a panic so univerial. 

Neither did the violent language of the minister, 
supposing that to be proved, absolutely infer me- 
ditated violence. The favourite parables of the 
preachers, and the metaphors and ornaments 
which they selected, were at all times of a mili* 
tary cast ; and the taking the kingdom of hea- 
ven by storm, a strong and beautiful metaphor, 
when used generally, as in Scripture, was detail- 
ed in their sermons in all the technical language 
of the attack and defence of a fortified place. The 
danger, in shorty whatever might have been its 
actual degree, had disappeared as suddenly as a 
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bubble upon the water, when broken by a ( 
touch, and had left as little trace behind it. It 
became, therefore, matter of much doubt, wbe« 
ther it had ever actually exbted. 

While various report^ were making £rom wilfa« 
out, and while their tenor was discussed by the 
King, and such nobles and statesmen as hethouglit 
proper to consult on the occasion/agmdual sad« 
ness and anxiety mingled with, and finally sUeii- 
ced, the mirth of the evening. All became sen»ble 
that something unusual was going forward ; and 
the unwonted distance which Charles maintained 
from his guests, while it added greatly to the dul- 
ness that began to predominate in the pi^esence- 
cbamb^r, gave iQtimation that something u{&« 
usual was labouring in the King'^s mind. 

Thus pl^y was .neglected — the music ^ifas si- 
lent, or played without being. heard— -f^allaats 
ceased to make compliments, and kdies.to ex- 
pect them ; and a sort of apprehen^v^ curiosity 
pervaded the circle. Each asked the others ^hy 
they were grav^ ; and no answ;^r wm. ;reluraedf 
any mpre than coidd hf^ve be^n repden^d b^'^ 
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herd of cattle instinctiyely disturbed by the ap? 
proach of a thunder-storm. 

To add to the general apprehension, it began 
to be whispered, that one or two of the guests, 
who were desirous of leaving the palace, had been 
infotmed no one could be permitted to retire until 
the general hour of dismissal. And these, gliding 
back into the hall, communicated in whispers that 
the centinels at the gate w^e doubled, and that 
there wa»a troop of the Horse Guards drawn up 
in Uie court— <»reumstances so unusual as to ex^ 
cite the most anxious curio^tj^. 

Such was the state of the court, when wheels 
were beard without, and the bustle which took 
{dace, dencled the arriral of some person of conse- 
quence. 

" Here comes Chiffindi,'' said the King, ** with 
hi^ prey in his clutdi." ' • 

It was indeed the Duke of Buckingham ; nor 
did he approach the royal presmce without emo- 
don. On entering the dourt, the flambeaux 
which were borne aibund the carriage gleam^ 
^n the scarlet coats, laced hats, and drawn broad- 
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flwordip of the Horse Guards— a- sight unusual, 
and calculated to strike terror uito a conscience 
which was none of the clearest. 

The Duke alighted from the carriage, and 
only said to the officer, whom he saw upon duty, 
<* You are late under arms to^ght, Captain 
Carleton.'* 

** Such are our orders, m,'" answered Carie^ 
ton, with military brevity; and then commanded 
the four dismounted centinels at the under gate 
to make way for the Duke of Buckingham. His 
Grace had no sooner entered, than he heard be^- 
hind him the command, ^^ Move close up, sen- 
tinels— <^Ioser yet to the gate/^ And he felt as if 
all chance of rescue were excluded by the sound. 

As he advanced up the grand stair-case, th^re 
were other symptoms of alarm and precaution. 
The Yeomen of the Guard were mustered in 
unusual numbani, and carried carabines instead 
of their halberts ; and the Gentlemen Pensioners, 
with their partizans, appeared also in propor- 
tional force. In short, all that sort of defence 
which the royal household possesses within it- 
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self, aeemedt for some hasty and urgent peason^ 
to have been placed under arms, and upon duty* 

Buckingham ascended the royal Btair*case with 
an eye attentive to these preparations^ and a step 
steady and slow, as if he counted each step on 
which he trode. '< Who/' he asked himself^ 
*^ shall insure Christian'^s fidelity ? Let him bul 
stand fast, and we are secure. Otherwise-^-^"' 

As he shaped the alternative, he entered the 
presence-chamber. 

The King stood in the midst of the apart- 
ment, surrounded by the personages with whom 
he had been consulting. The rest of the bril- 
liant assembly, scattered into groups, looked on 
at some distance. All were silent when Buck- 
ingham entered, in hopes of receiving some ex- 
planation of the mysteries of the evening. All 
bent forward, though etiquette forbade them to 
advance, to catch, if possible, something of what 
was about to pass betwixt the King and his in« 
triguing statesman. At the same time, those 
counsellors who stood around Charles, drew back 
on either side, so as to permit the Duke to pay 

16 
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his respects to his Majesty in the usual fornu He 
went through the ceremonial with his accustomed 
grace, but was received by Charles with much 
unwonted gravity. 

** We have waited for you for some time,, my 
Lord Duke. It is long since Chiffinch left us, to 
request your attendance here. I see you are ela- 
borately dressed. Your toilette was needless op 
the present occasion.**" 

*' Needless to the splendour of your Majesty's 
court,'*' said the Duke ; <^ but not needless on 
my part. This chanced to be Black Monday at 
York Place, and my club of Pendabks were in 
full glee when your Majesty's summons arrived. 
I could not be in the company of Ogle, Mani- 
duc, Dawson, and so forth, but what I must 
needs make some preparation, and some ablution, 
ere entering the circle here." 

*' I trust the purification will be complete," 
said the King, without any tendency to the smile 
which always softened features, that, ungilded by 
its influence, were dark, harsh, and even severe. 
** We wished to ask yojiir Grace concerniug the 
• import of a sort of musical mask which you de* 

18 
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signed us here, but which miscarried, as we are 
given to understand."" 

** It must have been a great miscarriage in- 
deed,^ said the Duke, ** since your Majesty 
looks so serious on it. I thought to have done 
your Majesty a pleasure, (as I have seen you 
condescend to be pleased with such passages,) 
by sending the contents of that bass-viol ; but I 
fear the jest has been unacceptable — I fear the 
fire-works may have done mischief.^ 

** Not the mischief they were designed for, 
perhaps,^ said the King, gravely ; ** you see, 
my lord, we are all alive, and unsinged.^^ 

*' Long may your Majesty remain so,^ said 
the Duke ; ^' yet I see that there is something 
misconstrued on my part — ^it must be a matter 
unpardonable, however little intended, since it 
hath displeased so indulgent a master.**^ 

^* Too indulgent a master, indeed. Buckings 
ham,^' replied the King ; " and the fruit of my 
bdulgence has been to change loyal men into 
traitors.** 

^^ May it please your Majesty, I cannot under«> 
stand this,'" said the Duke. 
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*^ Follow US, my lord,^ answered Charks, 
" and we will endeavour to explain our mean- 
ing.^ 

Attended by the same lords who stood around 
him, and followed by the Duke of Buckingham, 
on whom all eyes were fired, Charles retired into 
the same cabinet which had been the scene of 
repeated consultations in the course of the even- 
ing. There, leaning with hts arms crossed on the 
back of an easy chair, Charles proceed^ to in- 
terrogate the suspected nobleman. 

" Let us be plain with each other. Speak out, 
Buckingham. What, in one word, was to hare 
been the regale intendpd for us this evening ?** 

*^ A petty mask, my lord. I had destined a 
little dancing-^rl to come out of that instru- 
ment, who, I thought, would have performed to 
your Majesty''s liking — a few Chinese fire-works 
there were, which, thinking the entertainment 
was to have taken place in the marble hall, 
might, I hoped, have been discharged with good 
effect, and without the slightest alarm, at the 
first appearance of my little sorceress, and were 
designed to have masked, as it Were, her 6in- 
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trance upon the stage. I hope there have been 
no peruques singed— no ladies frightened^-^no 
hopes of noble descent interrupted, bj my ill- 
fancied jest ?"" 

<^ We have seen no such fire-works, my lord; 
and your female dancer, of whom we now hear 
lor the first time, came forth in the form of our 
old acquabtance Gec^rey Hudson, whose dan- 
cing days are surely ended.'" 

** Your Majesty surprises me ! I beseech you, 
let Christian be sent for— Edward Christian — 
he will be found lodging in a large . old house 
near Sharper the cutler^ in the Strand. As I 
live by bread, sire, I trusted him with the ar- 
rangement of this matter, as indeed the dan<nng. 
girl was his property. If he has done aught to 
dishonour my concert, or disparage my charac- 
ter, he shall die under the baton.'*^ 

** It is singular,^ said the King, " and I have 
often observed it, that this fellow Christian bears 
the blame of all mep^s enormitie%— he performs 
the part which, in a great family, is usually as- 
signed to that mischief-doing personage. Nobody. 
When Chiffiqch blunders, he always quotes 
Christian. When Shefiield writes a lampoon, I 
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am sure to hear of Christian having corrected, of 
coped, or dispersed it— he is the ame damnie of 
every one about my court— the scape-goat, who is 
to carry away all their iniquities ; and he will have 
a cruel load to bear into the wilderness. But for 
Bucking^iam^s &ins, in particular, he is the regular 
and uniform sponsor ; and I am convinced his 
Grace expects Christian should suffer every pe* 
nalty which he has incurred in this world or the 
next'' 

** Not so,** with the deepest reverence replied 
the Duke. ^^ I have no hope of being ^ther 
hanged or damned by proxy ; but it is clear some 
one hath tampered with and altered my device. 
If I am accused of aught, let me at least hear the 
charge, and see my accuser.^^ 
. '< That is but faur,'' said the King. '< Bring 
our little friend from behind the chimney-board. 
[[Hudson being accordingly produced, he conti- 
nued.^ There stands the Duke of Buckingham. 
Bq>eat before him the tale you told us. Let him 
hear what were those ccmtents of the bass-viol, 
which were removed that you might enter it. 
Be not afraid of any cme, but speak the truth 
boldly.'' 
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'* May it please your Majesty,^ said Hudson^ 
^< fear is a thing unknown to me.'*^ 

*^ His body has no room to hold such a pas- 
sion ; or there is too little of it to be worth ^fear- 
ing fcnr,^ saidBuckingham.—^^ But let him speak."^ 

Ere Hudson had completed his tale. Bucking- 
bam interrupted him by exclaiming, '< Is it pos- 
sible that I can be suspected by your Majesty on 
the word of this pitiful yariety of the baboon 
tribe?'' 

• ^* Villain-Lord, I appeal thee to the combat r 
said the little man, highly offended at the appeU 
lation thus be&towed on him. 

" La you there now !'' said the Duke-—" The 
little animal is quite crazed, and defies a man who 
need ask no other weapon than a corking^pin to 
run him through the limgs, and whose single kick 
could hoist him from Dover to Calais without 
yacht or wt^erry. And what can you expect 
from an idiot, who is engoni of a common daUf* 
dng-^rl, that capered on a pack-thread at Ghent 
in Flanders, unless they were to dub their talents 
to set up a booth at Bartholomew*Fair ? — Is it 
not pluo, that supposing the little annaalis not 
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maliciouB, as indeed his whole kind bear a gene- 
ral and most cankered maliee against those who 
have the ordinary proportions of humanity- 
Grant, I say, that this were not a inalicioas false- 
hood of his, why, what does it amount to ?— 
That he has mistaken squibs and Chinese crack- 
ers for arms ! He says not he himself touched 
or handled them ; and judgmg by the idght alone, 
I question if the infirm old tareature, when any 
whim or preconception hath possessionof his nod- 
dle, can distinguish betwixt a blunderbuss and a 
black pudding.*" 

The horrible clamour which the dwarf made 
so soon as he heard this disparagement of his mi- 
Utary skill — the haste with which he blundered 
out a detail of his .warlike experiences— and the 
absurd grimaces which he made in order to en- 
force his story, provoked not only the risibility of 
, Charles, but even of the statesmen around him, 
and added absurdity to the motley complexion of 
the scene. The King terminated this dispute, by 
commanding the dwarf to withdraw. 

A more regular discussion of his evidence was 
then resumed, and Ormond was the first who 
pointed out, that it went farther than had been 
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noticed, since the little man had mentioned a 
certain extraordinary and treasonable conversa- 
tion held by the Dake^s dependents, by whom 
he had been conveyed to the palace. 

*^ I am sure not to lack my Lord of Ormondes 
good word,** said the Duke, scornfully; " but I 
defy him alike, and all my other enemies, and shall 
find it easy to show that this alleged conspiracy, 
if any grounds for it at all exist, is a mere sham- 
plot, got up to turn the odium justly attached to 
the Papists upon the Protestants. Here is a half- 
hanged creature, who, on the very day he escapes 
from the gallows, which many believe was his 
most deserved destiny, comes to take away the 
reputation of a Protestant Peer — and, on what ? 
—on the treasonable conversation of three or four 
German fiddlers, heard through the sound-holes 
of a violoncello, and that, too, when the creature 
was incased in it, and mounted on a man^s shoul- , 
ders ! The urchin, too, in repeating their lan- 
guage, shews he understands German as little as 
my horse does ; and if he did rightly hear, truly 
comprehend, and accurately report what they 
said, still is my honour to be touched by the 
language, held by such persons as these are, with 
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whom I haye never communicated, otherwise than 
men do with those of thdr calling and capacity ? 
s— Pardon me, sire, if I presume to say, that the 
profound statesmen who endeavoured to stifle the 
Popish conspiracy by the pretended Meal-tub 
Plot, will take little more credit by their fig- 
ments about fiddles and concertos.'*' 

The assistant counsellors looked at each other ; 
and Charles turned on his heel, and walked 
through the room with long steps. 

At this period thePeverils, father and son, were 
announced to have reached the palace, and were 
ordered into the royal presence. 

These gentlemen had received the royal man- 
date at a moment of great interest. After being 
dismissed from their confinement by the elder 
Bridgenorth, in the manner and upon the terms 
which the reader must have gathered from the 
, conversation of the latter with Christian, they 
reached the lodgings of Lady Peveril, who await> 
ed them with joy, mingled with terror and un- 
certainty. The news of the acquittal had reached 
her by the exertions of the faithful Lance Out- 
ram, but her mind had been since harassed by 
the long delay of their appearance, and rumours 
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of disturbances which had taken place in Fleet- 
Street and in the Strand. 

When the first rapturous meeting was over. 
Lady Feveril, with an anxious look towards her 
son, as if recommending caution, said she was 
now about to present to him the daughter of an 
old friend, whom he had never (there was an em- 
phasis on the word) seen before. " This young 
lady,'' she continued, " was the only child of Co- 
lonel Mitford, in North Wales, who had sent her 
to remain under her guardianship for an interval, 
finding himself unequal to attempt the task of 
her education." 

« Ay, ay," said Sir Geoffrey, « Dick Mitford 
must be old now— beyond the threescore and 
ten, I think. He was no chicken, though a cock 
of the game, when he joined the Marquis of 
Hertford at Namptwich with two hundred wild 

Welchmen ^Before George, Julian, I love that 

girl as if she was my own flesh and blood ! Lady 
Peveril would never have got through this work 
without her; and Dick Mitford sent me a thou- 
sand pieces, too, in excellent time, when there 
was scarce a cross to keep the devil from dancing 
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in our pockets, much more for these Iaw-doings« 
I used it without scruple*^ for there is wood ready 
to be cut at Martindale when we get down there, 
and Dick Mitford knows I would have done the 
like for him. Strange that ha should have been 
the only one of my friends to reflect I might 
want a few pieces.^^ 

Whilst Sir Greoffirey thus run on, the meeting 
betwixt AUce and Julian Feveril was accom- 
plished, without any particular notice on his side, 
except to say, ^' Kiss her, Julian^ — kiss her. What 
the devil, is that the way you learned to accost a 
lady at the Isle of Man, as if her lips were a red- 
hot horse-shoe ?_And do not you be offended, my 
pretty one ; Julian is naturally bashful, and has 
been bred by an old lady, but you will find him, 
by and by, as gallant as thou hast found me, 
my princess. — ^And now. Dame Feveril, to din- 
ner, to dinner !-->the old fox must have his belly- 
timber, though the hounds have been after him 
the whole day.'' 

Lance, whose joyous congratulations were 
next to be undergone, had the consideration to 
cut them short, in oxder to provide a plain but 
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hearty meal from the next cookVabop, at which 
Julian sate like one enchanted, betwikt his mis- 
tress and his mother. He easily ooneayed that 
the last was the oonfidential friend to whom 
Bridgenorth had finally committed the diarge of 
his daughter, and his only anxiety now was« to 
anticipate the oonfusion that was likely to arise 
when her real parentage was made known to his 
father. Wisely, however, he suffered not these 
anticipations to interfere with the delight of his 
present situation, in the course of which, many 
slight but delightful tokens of recognition were 
exchanged, without censure, under the eye of 
Lady Peveril, under cover of the boisteroufi mirth 
of the old Baronet, who spoke for two, eat for 
four, and drank wine for half a dosra. His pro- 
gress in the latter exercise might have proceeded 
rather too far, had he not been interrupted by a 
gentleman bearing the Eing'^s orders, that he 
should instantly attend upon the presence at 
Whitehall, and bring his son along with him. 

Lady Feveril was alarmed, and Alice grew 
pale with sympathetic anxiety; but the old 
Knight, who never saw more than what lay 
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Straight before him, set it down .to the Eing^s 
hasty anxiety to congratulate him on his escape ; 
an interest on his Majesty'*s part which he con- 
sidered by no means extravagant, conscious that 
it was reciprocal on his own side. It came upon 
him, indeed, with the more joyful surprise, that 
he had received a previous hint, ere he left the 
court of justice, that it would be prudent in him 
to go down to Martindale before presenting him- 
self at court,— A restriction which he supposed as 
repugnant to his Majesty'^s feelings as it was to 
his own. 

While he consulted with Lance Outram about 
cleaning his buff-belt and sword-hilt, as well as 
time admitted, Lady Peveril had the means to 
give Julian more distinct information, that Alice 
was under her protection by her father^s authori- 
ty, and with his consent to their union, if it could 
be accomplished. She added, that it was her de- 
termination to employ the mediation of the Coun- 
tess of Derby, to overcome the obstacles which 
might be foreseen on the part of Sir Geoffrey. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



In the King*8 name. 

Let &11 your swords and daj^gers ! 



Critic. 



When the &ther and son entered the cabinet 
of audience, it was easily visible that Sir Geofirey 
had obeyed the summons as he would have done 
the trumpet^s call to horse, and his dishevelled 
grey locks and half-arranged dress, though they ^ 
showed zeal and haste, such as he would have 
used when Charles I. called him to attend a coun- 
cil of war, seemed rather indecorous in a pacific 
drawing-room. He paused at the door of the ca- 
binet, but when the King called on him to ad- 
vance, came hastily forward, with every feeling of 
his earlier and later life afloat and contending in 
his memory, threw himself on his knees before the 
King, seized his hand, and, without even an effort 

7 
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to speak, wept aloud. Charles, who generally felt 
deeply so long as an impressive object was before 
his eyes, indulged for a moment the old man^s 
rapture. — " My good Sir Geoffirey,*" he said, " you 
have had some hard measure ; we owe you amends, 
and will find time to pay our debt.'*' 

^^ No suffering — ^no debt,^ said the old man ; 
*^ I cared not what the rogues said of me— I knew 
they could never get twelve honest fellows to be- 
lieve a word of their most damnable lies. I did 
long to beat them when they called me traitor to 
your Majesty — that I confesiH-But to have such 
an early opportunity of paying my duty to your 
Majesty overpays it alL The villains would have 
persuaded me I ought not to come to court— 
ahar 

The Duke of Ormond perceived that the King 
Coloured much ; for in truth it was from the court 
that the private intimation had been given to Sir 
Oeoffirey to go down to the country, without ap- 
pearing at Whitehall; and he, moreover, sus- 
pected that the jolly old Knight had not risen from 
big dinner altogether dry-lipped, after the&tigues 
of a day so agitating. — ^^ My old friend,"' be whis- 
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peiedy ^^ you forget that your son is to be present- 
ed—permit me to have that honour.'' 

" I crave your Grace's pardon humbly," said 
Sir Geofiiey, " but it is an honour I design for 
myself, as I apprehend no one can so utterly sur« 
render and deliver him up to his Majesty'^s service 
as the father that begot him is entitled to do. — 
Julian, come forward, and kneel. — Here he is, 
please your Majesty — Julian Peveril— a diip of 
the old block—- as stout, though scarce so tall a 
tree, as the old trunk when at the freshest. Take 
him to you, sir, fei a faithful servant, a vendre 
et a pendre, as the French say ; if he fears fire 
or steel, axe or gallows, in your Majesty's service,' 
I renounce him—- he is no son of mine — I disown 
him, and he may go to the Isle of Man, the Isle 
of Dogs, or the Isle of Devils, for what I care." 

Charles winked to Oxm6nd, and having, with 
his wonted courtesy, expressed his thorough cour- 
viction that Julian would imitate the loyalty of 
his ancestors, and especially of his fiither, added, 
that he believed his Grace of Ormond had some- 
thing to communicate which was of consequence 
to his service. Sir Geofi&ey made his military re- 
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veienoe at diis faint, and marched off in the lesr 
of the Duke, who proceeded to. inquire at him 
concerning the events of the day. Charles, in the 
meanwhile, having, in the first place, ascertained 
by a few questions that the son was not in the 
same genial condition with the &ther, demand- 
ed and received firom him a precise account of all 
the proceedings subsequent to the trial. 

Julian, with the plainness and precision which 
such a subject demanded, when treated in such a 
presence, narrated all that had happened, down to 
the entrance of Bridgenorth ; and his Majesty was 
so much pleased with his manner, that he congra- 
tulated Arlington on their having gained the evi- 
dence of at least one man of sense to these dark 
and mysterious events. But, when Bridgenorth was 
brought upon the scene, Julian hesitated to be- 
stow a name upon him ; and although he mention- 
ed the chapel which he had seen filled with men 
in arms, and the violent language of the preacher, 
he added, with earnestness, that notwithstanding 
all this, the men departed without coming to any 
extremity, and had all left the place before his fa- 
ther and he were set at liberty. 
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" And you retired quietly to your dinner in 
Fleet-Street, young man," said the King, severe- 
ly, " without giving a magistrate notice of the 
dangerous meeting which was held in the vicinity 
of our palace, and who did not conceal their in- 
tention of proceeding to extremities ?^ 

Peveril blushed and was silent. The King 
frowned, and stepped aside to communicate with 
Ormond, who reported that the father seemed to 
have known nothing of the matter. 

" And the son, I am sorry to say,'' said the 
King, ^^ seems more imwilling to speak the truth 
than I should have expected. We have all va- 
riety of evidence in this singular investigation— a 
mad witness like the dwarf, a drunken witness 
like the father, and now a dumb witness. — Young 
man,"' he continued, addressing Julian, '^ your 
behaviour is less firank than I expected from your 
father s son. I must know who this person is with 
whom you held such femiliar intercourse — you 
know him, I presume ?*" 

Julian acknowledged that he did, but, kneeling 
on one knee, entreated his Majesty's forgiveness 
for concealing his name ; " he had been j&eed,'^ 
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he wid, '' from bis oonfiBemcnt, <m promiaiig to 
thjUdlkct^ 

^ That was a promiae made, hj your own ac- 
ooant, under compolnoii,^ answered the Ijng, 
*^ and I cannot aathoriae your keeping it; it is 
your duty to speak the troth— if yoa aie afinad 
of BwAingham, the Doke shall withdraw*^ 

^^ I have no reason to fear the Duke of Buck^ 
in^am,^ said PeTeril ; ^' that I hadan affidr with 
one of his household was the man^s own firalt, and 
not mine.^ 

<< Oddsfish I"" said the King, '' the light bqiins 
to break in on me — ^I thought I remembered thy 
phyfliognomy. — ^Wert thou not the yeiy fdlow 
whom I met at ChiffincVs yonder morning ?—« 
The matter escaped me smce ; but now I recol- 
lect thou saidst then, that thou wert the son of 
that jolly old three-bottle Baronet yonder.^ 

^' It is true,^ said Julian, '^ that I met your ' 
Majesty at Master ChiiBnch's, and I am afraid 
had the misfortune to displease you ; but ^ 

^^ No more of that, young man—- no more of 
that— But I recollect you had with you that beau- 
tiful dancing syren.— -Buckingham, I will hold you 
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gold to silver, that she was the intended tenant of 
thatbass-fiddle?' 

^' Your Majesty has rightly guessed it,^ said 
the Duke; ^^ and I suspect she has put a trick 
upon me, by substituting the dwarf in her place ; 
for Christian thinks "^ 

'' Damn Christian !^ said the King hastily — 
'* I wish they would bring him hither, that uni- 
versal referee.'" — ^And as the wish was uttered, 
Christianas arrival was announced. ^^ Let him at- 
tend,^ said the King: ^^ But hark— a thought strikes 
me.— Here, Master Peveril— yonder dandngmaid- 
en, that introduced you to us by the singular agi- 
lity of her performance, is she not, by your ac- 
count, a dependant on the Countess of Derby ?^ 

'^ I have known her such for years,^ answered 
Julian. 

^^ Then will we call the Countess hither,"^ said 
the King : ^^ It is fit we should learn who this lit- 
tle fiory really is ; and if she be now so absolute- 
ly at the beck of Buckingham, and this Master 
Christian of his-^why, I think it would be but 
charity to let her ladyship know so much, since I 
question if she will wish, in that case, to retam her 

3 
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in her service. Besides,*" he contiiiued, spealdng 
apart, '^ this Julian, to whom suspicion attadbes 
in these matters firom his obstinate silence, is also 
of the Countesses household. We will gift this 
matter to the bottom, and do justice to all.'^ 

The Coimtess of Derby, hastily summoned, 
entered ihe royal closet at one door, just as Chris- 
tian and Zarah, or Fenella, were ushered in by 
the other. The old Knight of Martindale, who 
had ere this returned to the presence, was scarce 
controlled, even by the signs which she made, so 
much was he desirous of greeting his old friend ; 
but as Ormond laid a kind restraimng hand upon 
his arm, he was prevailed on to sit still. 

The Countess, after a deep rever^ce to the 
King, acknowledged the rest of thenobility pre- 
sent by a slighter reverence, smiled to Julian Pe^ 
veril, and looked with surprise at the unexpe(ited 
apparition of Fenella. Buckingham bit his Iip> 
for he saw the introduction o^ Lady Depby was 
likely to confuse. and embroil ev^ -prepam/don 
which he had arranged for his defenee; and he 
stole a glance at Christian, whose, eye, when fixed 
on the Countess, assumed the deadly sharpness 
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whidi qparkles in the adder's^ while his cheek grew 
almost black under the influence of strong emotion. 

*^ Is there any one in this presence whom your 
Ladyship recognizes,"" said the King, graciously, 
*^ besides your old friends of Ormond and Arling'^ 
t<m?'' 

'.^ I see, my Liege, two worthy friends of my 
husband's house,"" replied the Countess; *^ Sir 
Geofirey Peveril and his son-— the latter a distin- 
guished member of my son"s household."" 

^* Any one else?"^ continue the King. 

^^ An unfortunate female of my family, who dis- 
appeared from the Island of Man at the same time 
when Julian^ Peveril left it upon business of im* 
pottance.— -She was thought to have fiiUen from 
the cliff into the sea."" 

*< Had your Ladyship any reason to suspects- 
pardon me,"" said the King, ** for putting such a 
question— any improper intimacy between Master 
Peveril and this same female attendant?"" 

** My Liege,"" said the Countess, colouring in- 
dignantly, ** my household is of reputation.'" 

^* Nay, my Lady, be not angry,"" said the King; 

VOL. IV. V 
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^ I did but ask — sudi things will befid in the best 
regulated famiKes." 

" Not in mine, Sire,'* said the Countess. " Be- 
tides that, in common pride and in common ho^ 
nesty, Julian Peveril is incapable of intrigomg 
with an unhappy creature, removed by her mis* 
fortune almost beyond the limits of humanity.^ 

Zarah looked at her, and compressed her Iip»; 
as if to keep in the words that would fjan break 
from them. 

** I know not how it is,'' said the King — ^^ What 
your Ladyship says may be true in the main, yet 
men^s tastes have strange vagaries. This giri ifc 
lost in Man so soon as the youth leaves it, and ik 
found in Saint James's Park, bouncing and dan- 
cing like a fairy, so soon as he appears in London.^ 
" " Impossible !" said the Coutftess ; **.she cannot 
dance." '' 

" I suspect," said the King,* " she can do mor^ 
feats than your Ladyship either knows or would 
approve of"* . 

The Countess drew up, and wal^ indignantly 0- 
lent 

The King proceeded—" No sooner id Peveril 
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in New^te, dian, by the aoeount of the yeaerable 
little gentileinaii, this menj maiden is eren there. 
Now, without inquiring how she got in, I think 
charitably that she had bette? taste than to come 
there on the dwarfs account. — Ah ha ! I think 
Master Julian is touched in conscience T 

Julian did indeed start as the King spoke, for 
it reminded him of the midnight visit in his cell. 
. The King looked fixedly at hin} and then pro- 
ceeded — *^ Well, gentlemen, Peveril is carried to 
his trial, and is no sooner at liberty, than we find 
him in the house where ihe Duke of Buckingham 
was arranging what he callii a musical mask.— 
Egad, I hold it next to certain, that this wencb 
put the change on his Grace, and popt the poof 
dwarf into the bass-viol, reserring her own more 
preciouft hours to be spent with Master Julian 
Peveril.—- Think you not so. Sir Christian, you» 
the universal referee ? Is there any truth in my 
conjecture?'^* 

. Christian stole a glance on Zarah, and read that 
in her eye which embarrassed him. *^ He did noi 
know,^ he said ; ^* he had indeed engaged this tm- 
rivaOed perfiirmer to take the proposed pavt in the 
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maslc ; and she was to have come fi>rth in iliensSEA^ 
of a shower of hunbent fire, very artifidally jiie^ 
pared with perfiimes, to overcome ihe smell of fiid 
powder ; but he knew not why— eiceptii% ^iA! 
she was wilful' and capricious, like ilU 'great ge- 
niuses,— Uhe had certainly spoiled the concert by 
cramming in that more bulky dwarf.'*' ' ^ ^*^ ' 

** I should like,'' said tlie'King, ^^ to see tAik 
little maiden stand forth, and Bear witness, in'iKidh 
inaBjaer.as she can express herself! onihis myste- 
rious matter. Can any one here under6tAiid'li&' 
mode of communicatiion?^ ^^ " 

Christian sdd, he knew something of St tin<^ he 
^'ad become acquiunted with her iii'lJ6]itdbn. 'The 
'Coi^itess spoke not till t£ie King a^k^1i^;'iAn[d 
^en owned drily, iblae she liad Ui^das^iMty Sdtte 
haUtud means of intercourse' 'whh'6iiii''>M^ Ittid 
been inxmediaiely aboiit hef j^ri^'fi^ sb'iiiitiiy 
yearsi ' ■•-...■..• ..^. . .• . ! ir 

' '' I should think,'' said Chai-ltS; ^ imiklDB 
^ same Master Julian PeVefil ha;s Uie i&0i^ tfftect 
key to her language, after all Welri^ hefcML'^ 
The King looked first at f^VetO^'kWhWMi 
' nWamiddraat^e'iiilflbrcincelrh&htJU^ 
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mv^ impli^si^ then suddenly turned bis eyes on 
the supposed mute^ on whose cheek a faint colour 
was dying away. A moment afterwards, at a signal 
firom the Countess, Fenella, or Zarah, stepped for- 
wardy and having kneeled down and kissed hef 
X^ady^s handy stood with her arms folded on her 
breast, with an humble air, as different from that 
which she wore in the haram of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, as that of a Magdalen from a Judith. 
Yet this was the least shew of her talent of versa- 
iilitgr^ for se well did she play the part of the dumb 
girl, that Buckingham, sharp as his discernment 
was, remained undecided whether the creature 
..which stood before him could possibly be the same 
with her, who had, in a di^erent dress, made sudi 
an impression on l^s ipiagination, ox indeed was 
the imperfect ceeature she now, represented. She 
.had at onoe all that could v^axk the imperfectipn 
of hearing, and all that could show the wonderful 
,^d^ress by wluchin^tjure so often makes. upfor the 
..;4^iency, , ,The»e.i^as tjje lip that trewbled not 
at any fopnd — the seenpiing insensibility to the 
^.^jiTarsntion whicl^ passed around ; while, on the 
,.4<her bandt jwi A« SP^^ *P^ y!y?4 J^^*"^?^^ .**^ 
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seemed anxious to derour the meaning of those 
sounds, which she could gather no otherwise than 
by the motion of the lips. 

Examined after her own fashion, Zarah con- 
firmed the tale of Christian in all its points, and 
admitted that she had deranged the project laid 
for a mask, by placing the dwarf in her own stead; 
the cause of her doing so she declined to assign, 
and the Countess pressed her no farther. 

" Every thing tells to exculpate my Lord of 
Buddngham,"^ said Charles, ^^ from so absurd an 
accusation ; the dwarTs testimony is too fantastip, 
that of the two Peverils does not in the least affect 
the Duke ; that of the dumb damsel c6mpletely 
contradicts the possibility of his guilt. Methinks, 
my lords^ we shoidd acquaint him that he stands 
acquitted of a complaint, too ridiculous to have 
ever been subjected to a more serious scrutiny 
than we have hastily made upon this occasion.'*^ 

Arlington bowed in acquiescence, but Ormond 
spoke plainly. — " I should suffer, sire, in the opi- 
nion of the Duke of Buckingham, brilliant as his 
talents are known to be, should I say that I am 
satisfied in my own mind on this occasion. But 
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I subscribe to thespirit of the times ; and I ^grep 
. it would be highly dangerous, on such accusations 
as we have been able to collect, to impeach thp 
.charact^ of a zealous Protestant like his Grace 
— Had he been a Catholic, under such circum- 
stances of suspicion, the Tower had been too good 
. a prison for him.^ 

Buckingham bowed to the Duke o£ Ormond^ 
. with a meaning which even his triumph could not 
. disguise. — " Tumela pagherai r he muttered, 
in a tone of deep and abiding resentment ; but the 
stout old Irishman, who had already braved. his 
utmost wrath^ cared little for this expression of his 
displeasure. 

The King, (hen, signing to the other nobles to 
, pass into the public apartments, stopped Buck- 
ingham as he was about to follow them ; and wh^n 
they were alone, asked^ with a significant tone, 
which brought all the blood in the Duke's veins 
into his countenance, ^' When was it, George, 
that your useful friend Colonel Blood became a 
musician? — You are silent,'" he said; " do nqt 
deny the chiirge, fi)r yonder villain, once seen, ^ 
remembered {(x ever. Dqwn^ down on your knee^, 
George, and acknowled^ that you have abused 
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my tasj teBq9er.-»*Seek fiffjm^sp€ifOgy*'*HKm»'wSl 
serve your turn. I saw Ae msn myself, ibnoBg 
yovr Gemans ^ yoa caU them ; and yoir bow 
what I must meeds belieye firom audi a cbomn* 
6taace.^ 

^ Believe that I have been guiky'^^moflt goSttf^ 
mfJMgB and King,^ said the Duke, oolucijeBfle- 
stmck ^ad laleeliug down ;*~^' belirFe.diaft'.I'Was 
nusguided — that I was mad**^Be]»(ve any tlmlg 
})ut that I was cabbie of faanoing, orbeiat^ ac- 

^a9S€iry^ harm, your persoti.'" 

t. '^ laonot believ6iit,''fiaidi(heS;A%; "^liimk 
of yotti ViUlifflPB)) SB the oonq^amou of my dangen 
fiodmy edWy.atid am sofarfiem.aiqpposii^yott 
mesoBk worse ihim yeu say^ that I am oepuvinoed.ywi 
adoiowledge mere thait you even meant to at»> 
tejapt^r n .. • . ... 't. 

!<< 9y 401 lihat tt saered^"" smd the I>dte,ittai 
Imedingy ^^hsd I not teen inwoiveditD tbtrtMibaxt 
of lifo and foitime widi the YiUasa .CfaBrislilnik^^w^ 
. ^> Nay, if you faiing; Christian on the^ stags 
again/* naid lihe King, smiling, " it isitimcibrme 
to iriitfadraw. Oome, ViHiets, nse^-^I fii^Te«^hst» 
aadt ioiily jreBomaaeod one act of ]ieoaMe^tIie 
curse you yourself bestowed on the dog who bit 
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.snxt^ '• ' " : '• •. ^ • « ' ' '-. 

^*' ^6Dakerose«fcasbed,aiMlfoU€m>^theKiiyg 
Intonthe ctride, whieh Charles ent^red^ ki^itig'dn 
the shoulder of his repentant peer ; to whotn he 
allowed so much coofitenance, 'afi led tK4 most 
mote observers' present,' to doubt the po^ibffiiy 
'^ftteir existkigtanirread eaiisefortlie s»rcal66igr^ 
the Duke's pr^jUdke; ^ ' w i . i 

TheCduntess of Derby had in Ihe mean^l]^!^ 
consulted with the Duke of t)rmond, witti Ifefe 
Feveiilsr, and'WHlilierothe^fiieiids ; and^y their 
unanimous advice, tho«7gh**«^it{i considerable di& 
ficultj^, became satisfied, that tohav^thus Bh^Wti 
herself at (^urt, was B\xtRdtentt6 ^tifficaCe Ifb^^m 
Hour ' of her bouse t and thiat' it was^^ her wke«t 
course, after having done so, to retire to bef in. 
audar. domtnioDB,' nmhoUt < furthei* tfiipov^ifiig the 
tesastoieiit of ^a)pbirerfi»l &dli<a)i nSb^ todk^aitd^ 
well of tfa& 'Sldgin ibrm!,<aiAl'd«MnMABdtts |yier« 
nnsitioD to ctTFyback H#itb her the^hdplesa'crea- 
tnrc'wbo hael so strangelnpesoaptdli^okD henpiD^ 
las&DQ, iato' a wmid aitois hecicBiiditioniTSiHieiw 
tdfber JO sdbjeot ta€V«fy 'BpotiMiciimit&xiimm^ 
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. <^WUlyourLady8bipfofgiveine?^saidCharles. 

'< I have studied your sex long — I am mistaken 

if your little maiden is not as capaUe of caring 

for herself as any of us,^ 

^* Impossible r said the Countess. 

^^ Possible find most true^^ whispered the King. 

^^ I will instantly conyince you of the fact^ though 

( the efxperiment is too delicate to be made by any 

but your ladyship. Yonder she stands, looking 

. as if she hea^rd n<ai. more than the marble pillar 

. i^a^nst which she leans. , Now, if Lady Derby 

will contrive either to place her hand near the re- 

. gion of the damsePs heart, or at least on her arm, 

iSp that she can feel the Sjensation of the blood 

when the pulse increases, then do you, my Lord 

of Ormond, beckon Julian Peveril out of sight*- 

I ^ilt shew you in a moment that it can stir at 

sounds spoken*"^ 

The Countessj much .surprised, afraid of soine 
embarrasdng pleasantry pn the part of Charjies, 
yet unable to repress her curiosity, pU^:ed herself 
near Fenella, as she called her little mute ; and, 
while making signs. to her,. contrived to place her 
hand on her wrist. 
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At this moment the King, passing near them, 
said, ^^ This is a horrid deed — the yiUain Chris* 
tian has stabbefd young Feveril P 

The mute jevidence of the pulse, which bound- 
ed as if a cannon had been discharged at the poor 
girl'^s ear, was accompanied by such a loud scream 
of agony, as distressed, while it startled, the good-* 
tiatured Moiiarch hims^. ^^ I did biit. jefrt,^ he 
said ; ^^ Julian is well, my pretty maiden. I otily 
used the wand of a ceiltain blind d^ty called Cu* 
pid^ to bring a deaf and dumb vassal of his td the 
exercise of her faculties."*^ 

" I am betrayed T she said, with her eyed fixed 
on the ground—** I am betrayed J— apd it is' fit 
that she, whose life has been spent in practising 
treas€« on others, should be caUght in her own 
snare.-^But where is my tutor in iniquity?— r 
Where is Christian, who taught me to play the 
part of spy on this unsuspicious lady, until I bad 
weU nigh delivered her into bis bloody hands ^ 
' " This,'* said the King, " craves more secret 
examination. Let all leave the apartment who ar^ 
not immediately connected with these proceed- 
ings, and let this Christian bie again brougfa^t be^ 
fore us.— -Wretched man,'' he continued, address- 
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ing ChMtiaB, << viiat mka or fCbeve yoa. Jmve 
practised, and by wfast ^QtnDndioBrjr means ?^ . 

*< She bag betrayed nie» then P sud Cfaidstian 
«^" Betrayed me to bonds and doalb, saeidy for 
aa idle paasion,:wbi€b can never be suecetafiii !t^ 
But kn<Hr, XtaA;^ he addedy addieying. h^ 
sternly, '^^ when my Itfa isioBfeited ibroQg^Uiijr 
evidence, the daughter has murdered the fathbTirf 

1Sbe infoKunat^girlBUred onbioain a«t«nUi- 
iflent^ ^< Ybu saUk^^ wati lisngtb el^/stammwidi 
ibrtb,^ tbat'I ura^dm daiigbter:o£ yauiCfsbugb- 
tered brother P"* ... ...m . t. . .... w.. 

'*^ That uras pardy-'to recotteildMihee to tht 
fMt thdn Wert toflky*in.mf dettitted^dcmanf 
N»«cig«itiA9e-^pan}y 4^ hiim wlat men csD^ythi^'ilh 
fai^of tby^nisdi; Bat>;f7^i4aiigbter,^bo« art'! 
and A^dm^the^vntem c^e^ in <irbkii iby mother 
^ate b<Nli/7ou 4eriM that fieret^torveat ef pa9^ 
sion whk^ I\laboat«d> toitrttiii to niny f>iijrpQses, 
but whicb, turned inter Anoiher ebaimalyihas^te- 
tome the eoxi^&^af yoofT fath^V'ijbsfti^^ 
My -destiny i» thd'^crnrfer^ I Biipp0s^'^ . \ - 

He ^ spcrke these "words wLftb ^grtali eemposure, 
aad acktoe «msi«d>te -regard A^^agonk^MoSl^ 
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bed and wept mdst bitterljv 

<* This imnt not be/" sad tfae Kiag, moved 
Witfar compaaeioa at tbi&.'scttne of mbeiy. *^ If 
ymi consent, Chrisdan^ to .kaine iftbi» iooaAtrgrn 
there i& b 'V^ssdl in th^riv«t boikiid for N«w £iig<- 
]^M<^Oo^' cany yotiF^ diurk iiia%ttes to dthcM: 
lartdB,** ....... 

<«'I kaigbt dUpute the senkace,'' aaid Obris. 
iit^i boldly ; ^ imd if Imhbkrioiit/it is a iniit^^ 
«^^ ^'iay'owik> ebcAee^-^Onl) half hour had mde 
me even with that proud woman, but fortune 
hath cast thebalanoe agahist me.<^Rise»i Zarab, 
Feuetiamomofe 1 IMl the Lady of Devby, that, 
if th6 di^ghtev Off Edwaid Ohriftkp, tfaeoueoe of 
her mmrddMdvicdiv^ fienlftd hs aas ja^ menial, it 
Wttsbtit'ftr tlie)9iafposBiofTeog«mce«4«nii6eraUy, 
miiembly'friidtrated i^^Thoix seett thy. foUy now 
'-^hou wonUtfl fbUow^yonder tuigrateful 'Strip- 
Kdg'^forMke dl otherthoiights togainhia alight- 
est ndtiee';'indiicMrv'thoUfa]«tafarIoriiiOUtca9ty 
ridiculed and* insulUedi fay thoie on whose nedcs 
you 'might hare^trode, Jtadyou gpowmed y^ur. 
^self with iwreiwiidom>i-»*Bulrc9ae^ thoU art 

15 
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Still my daughter— *tbm are other skies than that* 
which canopies Britain.^ 

^* Stop him,^ said the King; *< we must. know 
by what means this maiden found aeeesB toihose 
Qonfined in our prisons^*" • i' )o ^ 

^* 1 refer your Majesty to yourtitDst Protest^ 
ant jailor, and to the most Prototfant Peetfs, 
who, in order to obtain perfect knowledge of the 
depth of the I^opiid» Plot, have eontitved ibtse 
ingenious apertures for viating them in thar cells 
by night or day. His 6raoe>of fiuckingbani cstf 
assist your Majesty, if yon are inc&ed to maker 
the inquiry.*^ i>i 

<« Christian,'' said the Buke, << thou art the 
most bare-faced villain who ever breathed.*" 

^^ Of a commoner, I may,^ answered Chvistian,' 
and led his daughter out of the jn'esence. 

'' See after him, Sdby,'' saidthe King; <<lose: 
not sight of him till the ship sail ; if he dare re- 
turn to Britain, it shall be at his periL Would to 
Ood we had as gcxid riddance* of others as dan- 
gearons ! And I would also,^ he added, after a 
moment's pause^ ^^ that all our political mtrigues 
akid feverish alarms could terminate as harmless- 

6' 
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ly fts BOW. Here ii^ a plot without a drop of blood; 
and all the elements of a romance, ivithoutits con-^ 
elusion. Here we have had a wandering island 
princess, (I pray my Lady of Derby's pardon,} 
a dwarf, a Moorish sorceress, an impenitent rogue, 
and a repentant man of rank, and yet all ends 
without either hatiging or marriage.*** 

" Not altogether without the ktter,'' said the 
Countess, who had an opportunity, during the 
evening, of much private conversation with Ju- 
lian Pev«ril. '^ There is a certain Major Bridge- 
north, who, since your Majesty relinquishes far^ 
ther inquiry into these proceecUngs, which be had 
otherviqse inteilded to abide, designs, as we are 
informed, to leave Englatid for ever. Now this 
Bridgenorth, by dint of the law, hath acquired 
strong possesi^on o^er the ancient dom^ns of 
peveril, which he is desirous to restore to the 
owners, with much fair land besides, condition^ 
ally, that our young Julian will receive them as 
the dowry of his only child and heir." 

" By my faith,'' said the Eing, " she must be 
a foul-favoured wench indeed, if Julian requires 
to be pressed to accept her on such fair condi- 
tions." 
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*^ They love each other like lovers of the last 
age,^ said the Countess; <<but the stogt old 
Knight loves not the Rouodheaded allianoe.^ 

<* Our royal recommendation sh^lj^^i^.^at; to 
rights,"* said the King; <' Sir Qepffrey Feveril 
has not suffered hardship so odepi. at our com- 
mand, that he will refuse our reoQiABiendation 
when it comes to make him amaids for all Ids 



It may be supposed thcS^ King did not ipeak 
without bemg fully aware: of &e unlimited as- 
cendency which he possessed over the spirit of 
the dd Tory ; for, witlun four weeks aft^wafda, 
the bells of Martindale-Moultralae were ringing 
for the union of the families, from whose estates 
it takes its compound name, and the beacon light 
of the Castle biased high over hill and dale, and 
sunmioned all to rejoice who were withiii twenty 
jmles of its gleam. 

THE fiVD. 
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